
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

   

   
   

  

   
 

 
    

 
     

 

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

   
 

Dear Meredith Travel Alumnae and Friends, 

If this letter sounds familiar, it is because most of you have read it before, back in 2019, just before the travel 
world as we knew it unraveled!  We can’t tell you how happy we are that the new normal is not that different 
from the old normal.  Globus has worked hard to recreate our 2020 tour (of which we were immodestly proud) 
and succeeded in doing so!  Bless them! 

Our friend William Shakespeare described England as “the other Eden,” “a demi-paradise,” “a precious stone set 
in a silver sea.”   A visit to the West Country, the part of England many English declare as their favorite, 
invariably leaves us nodding in agreement with the Bard, amazed that a judgment declared in iambic pentameter 
over 400 years ago could be, if anything, even truer today. 
We worked hard to design an itinerary for this tour that will take you to the very best of the west, an itinerary 
that will ensure you will be an anglophile by its conclusion if you are not already. We will depart the USA on 
Monday, June 6th, arriving at London, Heathrow, on Tuesday, June 7th.  We plan to begin our tour in Windsor, 
home to the Queen’s favorite castle, which we hope and believe will become yours as well.   In addition to 
touring the castle (including the lavish State Apartments featuring an amazing art collection) and St. George’s 
Chapel, home to the most recent royal weddings, we will have a special welcome dinner. 

On June 8th, after a real English breakfast, we will head west, stopping in Winchester for lunch and a tour of its 
famous Cathedral, one of England’s oldest.  While there we will pay homage to Jane Austen, whose burial site it 
is. From Winchester we will make our way to the New Forest, visiting Athelhampton House, one of England’s 
finest 15th century manor houses, which is surrounded by amazing gardens through which the River Piddle flows. 
We will spend the night on the south coast in the seaside resort of Bournemouth, with its 7 miles of beaches, and 
enjoy dinner at our hotel. 
The next day, June 9th, we will view the Cerne Abbas Giant and the charming village for which it is named. 
Though there is some lively debate on the origin and age of this 180-foot giant carved in the chalk, it’s believed 
to be from the 17th-century (except by those who insist it originated in the Iron Age).  All agree that it is not 
wearing enough clothes! We will stop for lunch in Lyme Regis, which boasts breathtaking scenery and a special 
mystique, the latter a result of its blue cliffs containing fossilized evidence of life on earth millions (yes, we did 
say millions) of years ago.  While there we will enjoy free time to have lunch and explore. Our final stop is 
Exeter, an historic cathedral and university city, where we will be spending the next three nights. 

On June 10th, we will begin our exploration of the surrounding attractions, including Okehampton Castle and 
the Museum of Dartmoor Life.  We will then head onto Dartmoor itself, famous for its wild, open moorlands, 
deep river valleys, rich history, and rare wildlife. Before returning to Exeter, we will stop in Widecombe-in-the-
Moor with its prominent church, cozy tea rooms, and lively pubs. 
On June 11th we will start off with a visit to the beautiful towns of Dartmouth and Salcombe, where we will have 
free time to explore the quaint shops or enjoy lunch or a delicious scone (or both!) on our own.  After lunch we 
will head for a visit to Buckfast Abbey, a working monastery beside the river Dart, where we will learn about the 
past and present life of the Benedictines.  We will walk the Monastic Way, visiting the famed gardens before we 
depart. 

Our final foray from Exeter on June 12th is to the famous seaside town of Falmouth, where we will be based for 
the next two nights. En route we will enjoy the magnificent coastal scenery for which Cornwall is best known.  
Poldark Country it is to many loyal fans.  Our stops include the pretty fishing village and former smuggler’s port 
of Looe as well as quaint Polperro and Fowey.  We will have a little free time in each to explore on our own. 
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After breakfast on June 13th, we will visit the small picturesque fishing village, Port Isaac, made famous by the 
BBC show Doc Martin. We will then enjoy a visit to the Eden Project, an innovative revitalization project 
comprised of two biomes containing thousands of plant species, built on the site of a disused china clay pit. 
Afterwards, we visit Creed where we will meet some real Cornish folk—among them both John Rose’s oldest 
friend and his godson, who will treat us to afternoon tea in their award- winning garden. 

On June 14th we say goodbye to Falmouth and to Cornwall and head north through Devon to Dunster, a 
medieval village that is home to an imposing castle, a lovely pub, and John Rose’s niece, Alyson.  We will stare in 
wonderment up at the castle, have lunch at the pub, and coffee in Alyson and Andy’s garden.  Nightfall will find 
us in the elegant Georgian city and World Heritage Site of Bath, which will be our base for four nights.  

On the first day, June 15th, we have a free morning to breathe out and visit the attractions of our choice—the 
Roman Baths, the Jane Austen Center, the Circus and Royal Crescent, the Assembly Rooms—the list goes on 
and on.  In the afternoon we will visit nearby Dyrham House and Park. A grand baroque country house 
surrounded by 270 acres of parkland, it was the setting for a film based on The Remains of the Day. 

On June 16th we will take an excursion into the beautiful Cotswolds, enjoying first a private tour of Chavenage 
House, an Elizabethan era home built in 1576, and a setting for Poldark. Our next stop will be the town of 
Tetbury, itself, in Gloucestershire, most often referred to as an architectural gem.  If it is good enough for Prince 
Charles, who lives nearby, it is good enough for us! 
June 17th is our final day operating from Bath.  Our morning will be spent in Westonbirt Arboretum, where a 
guide will show us around this most amazing of tree gardens with its 15,000+ trees.  The afternoon will find you 
back in Bath and free to explore any attractions that are still on your “Must See” list.  Dinner will be in a special 
home in St James Square, the only entirely residential Georgian Square remaining in Bath today, built in the 
1790s. 

Because contrast is what we all love more than almost anything (and because we like to be near the airport when 
we are flying out!), we will say goodbye to Bath and spend our last day and night, June 18th, in London.  We will 
happily help you decide how to spend our brief time there.  (And you can, of course, extend your stay 
independently.)  And even though “Parting is such sweet sorrow,” (Shakespeare again!!!), we will say goodbye 
before sending you off on the 19th, full we hope and believe of fond memories of a most special trip to England, 
“this precious stone set in a silver sea, . . . This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England.”  Now guess 
who said that! 

Becky Bailey, Betty Webb and Taylor Twine 
Your Meredith Travel Team 

PS And just in case you have been wondering what the price of this tour is, we wish we could say, especially to 
those of you who had signed on in 2019, that the price has not changed.  We can’t because it has.  The travel 
industry is struggling to recuperate and those of us who support it are the logical folk to help it do so.  I hope 
you, like us, have accumulated a balance in your travel budget over these last two years, having been able to go 
nowhere!  The 2022 cost is $5471 per person (double room) plus an additional $1697 if you prefer a single room.  
This includes a custom designed itinerary, a specialist guide, a luxury coach (Don’t get too excited.  Coach is the 
English word for bus but it will have Wi-Fi!), 11 nights’ quality accommodation, 12 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 6 
dinners. A $1000 non-refundable deposit is due December 6.  The final payment due by February 5, 2022.  And 
because we cannot resist, we must invoke yet again our friend William (Do NOT say, as John Rose did, “William 
who?”), “If money go before, all ways do lie open!” 

3800 Hillsborough Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 27607-5298 | Telephone (919) 760-8712 | Fax (919) 760-2818 | meredith.edu 

https://meredith.edu

