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Waste Audit Results, Meredith College

Meredith College’s student driven efforts to reduce waste began in 2008 with participation in the national recycling competition, RecycleMania. See http://recyclemaniacs.org/. In an effort to pair the 2009 RecycleMania competition with collection of baseline data for the Sustainability Office, created August 2009, a committee worked to organize the January 2009 waste characterization. This study will be used as a comparative tool as waste reduction continues to be a focus on the College campus. To accurate represent daily waste generation, the audit measured eight percent (272 pounds) of one week day’s total waste (3,420 pounds).
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This graph demonstrates what items are in the waste stream. Here we can compare the percentage of potential recyclables to actual “garbage.” This represents what we found in the “trash” on campus during the waste audit.








This graph contains items that are accepted for recycling on the Meredith College campus (aluminum, glass, office paper and plastic bottles). The lighter gray indicates the quantity of those items found in the trash in one day. The darker gray indicates quantities actually recycled in one day.

















