The Day the Trash Talked Back
DOT – Chelsea Cullen

BOTTLE/CAN – Sarah Goforth

LAND PHIL – Abbey Collins

QUEEN GREEN – Marilyn Gormon

(Dot is planted in the audience and interacts with children as one of them.)

DOT: Hi!  I’m Dot!  What’s your name?  What grade are you in?  Man, I’m super thirsty!  Good thing my mom packed me this water bottle with my snack!  (swallows water) That water was great.  Anyone know where a trash can is?  Well, thank you!  I’ll just throw this away.  Don’t let the play start without me! (tosses water bottle into trash can; it promptly pops back out) What in the world?!  Did you just see that?  Oh, goodness.  Let me throw this away again. (throws it away)
BOTTLE: (still hidden in the trash can) HEY!  What in the sam hill do you think you’re doin’ with me?

DOT: Oh – oh goodness.  Did that trash can just talk?  

BOTTLE: Yessiree, litter-bug!  I’m talkin’ to you!  

DOT: B—but it’s not littering if I put it in the trash can.  (to audience) Right?

BOTTLE: (pops out of trash can) Wrong!  Goodness gracious, we don’t put plastic in the trash can. 

DOT: Why?

BOTTLE: Because plastics make it possible!  I’m a recyclable.

DOT: A re-recy-what?  

BOTTLE: A recyclable.

DOT: I’m nine.  We haven’t covered that in our vocabulary words yet.

BOTTLE: Everyone ought to know what a recyclable is!  Recyclables are materials you can turn into new products, much like plastic. 

DOT: Why would you want to do that?

BOTTLE: Well, fiddle-dee-dee, recyclables are neat!  Recycling reduces energy usage and prevents pollution.

DOT: No way, Jose!

BOTTLE: Oh, way!  But mah name’s not Jose.  It’s Bottle.

DOT: Just Bottle?

BOTTLE: Yeah, just Bottle.  Kinda like how your name is just Dot.  

DOT: Hey, how do you know my name?

BOTTLE: I know lots of things.

DOT: But I still don’t understand.  How can we make old things into new things?

BOTTLE: Great balls of fire!  How would you like to go on an adventure?

DOT: Oh!  I love adventures!  Where are we going?!

BOTTLE: Trashville!  

DOT: Sounds icky.

BOTTLE: It can be, but it can also teach you lots of things.  Are you ready? 

DOT: Ready!

BOTTLE: (takes Dot’s hand) Then let’s go!  

(they crawl into the trash can and enter…

TRASHVILLE)

“Trashville”

(Set to the tune of “Milk and Honey”)

*Bold is Can

*Italics is Dot
This is the land of trash and garbage

This is the land of waste and dumpster trucks and 

This is the land of stinky, smelly,

Dirty and rotten, filthy and contagious

This is the land where the scraps and the sewage

And the muck of the land combine

This is the land that’s never clean

And this yucky land is mine!

What if your streets overflow with rubble?

What if debris and heaps of junk took over?

That is the kind of place we live in

We love our trash and so it’s home to us

And when you have trash that your trashcan can’t handle

We will gladly receive it here

Trashville is gross and Trashville smells

But Trashville will always be here!

Trashville will always be here!
(Can is whisked away into the night by Land Phil)
And when you have trash that your trashcan can’t handle

We will gladly receive it here

Trashville is gross and Trashville smells

But Trashville will always be here!

Trashville will always be here!

DOT: Oh, Bottle!  This sounds like the most wonderful place ever!  It is, isn’t it Bottle?  (realizes Bottle isn’t there) Bottle?  Bottle?!  BOTTLE?!  (to audience) Do you know where Bottle went?  She was taken away?!   By who?  Oh dear.  Oh my.  (starts singing) Whenever I feel afraid//I hold my head erect/And whistle a happy tune/So no one will suspect/I’m afraid…

CAN: (whispering) Pssst!  Pssst!

DOT: Who are you?!

CAN: I’m Can!

DOT: But where’s Bottle?

CAN: Don’t worry!  I saved Bottle from the evil Land Phil.  She’s safe, but we’ve got to get away.

DOT: Who is Land Phil?
CAN: Land Phil is the bully of Trashville.  He used to be very helpful for getting rid of things like stumps and trees, but then he got out of control!  He got one taste of a tin can and he’s been scarfing down recyclables ever since.  His favorite things to munch on are things we can recycle like paper and plastic and cans.
DOT: Oh my!  What happens when he eats the recyclables, Can?

CAN: They have to stay in the ground for a thousand years.

DOT: A THOUSAND YEARS?!

CAN: Si!  And then, they pollute our earth and air and water and make our world a dirty place to live in.  And even though he likes to eat them, he can’t digest them very well, so he gives off awful gas emissions.  (Dot giggles) Not those kinds of gas missions, Dot.  These gas emissions are greenhouse gasses.  They’re bad for our earth because they change our earth’s temperature.  It can raise the temperature so high that we can no longer live on this planet!

DOT: So what do we do?

CAN: We go to see Queen Green.

DOT: Who’s Queen Green?

CAN: She’s the sister of Mother Earth and she uses her powers only for the good of the environment.  She teaches us the importance of reducing, reusing, and recycling to keep our earth as beautiful as she is.  She can protect us from Land Phil!
(cue fog) 

DOT: (yawn) I’m sleepy, Can!  Are you sleepy?
CAN: No, I – (yawn) well, now that you mention it, I am a little tired.  (realization) Oh, no!  If we’re tired, that means Land Phil is nearby!  We can’t stop now, Dot.

DOT: But I’m so… tired…


CAN: But we have … to get … to Queen … Green …
DOT: What smells … so … awful?  (they fall asleep)
PHIL: Well, excuse me for decomposing!  (entering) I need yummy nom-noms in my Land Phil!  

Land Phil Rap
My name is Land Phil

I live in Trashville

I’m full of trashy things

So listen to me sing

Plastic, and Paper, Aluminum

I like to eat ‘em all they are so yum-yum!

 

Paper and trees just disappear

I want my food to stick around all year!

Glass, rubber, cans and steel

All together make a tasty meal!

 

Trashville’s my home

All over I roam

Puttin’ trash in my belly

Leavin’ gas so smelly

Puttin’ Dot and Can in sleep so deep

Now I’ll eat ‘im up and add ‘im to my heap!

YUM-YUM!

(fog clears)

DOT: (waking up and seeing Land Phil; shaking Can) Can!  Can!  Wake up!  I’m afraid!  

LAND PHIL: Why are you afraid, little girl?


DOT: You’re the evil Land Phil!  And I know all about you!  So don’t you come near me!

LAND PHIL: It’s not you I want, little girl.  It’s Can!

DOT: What did Can ever do to you?

LAND PHIL: HE MADE ME HUNGRY!  Nom-nom-nom-nom-noms!

DOT: Can, Can, he’s coming for you!  What do we do?
CAN: (struggling to get up) We need Queen Green!  Whenever we need Queen Green, all we have to do is clap our hands.  If we clap our hands, she knows we believe in her, and she’ll come to save the day.

DOT: (turning to audience) Do you believe?  If you believe in Queen Green and a cleaner environment, clap your hands so she’ll come and save Can from Land Phil!  Clap!  Clap!  

(Queen Green enters)

DOT: (excited) Queen Green!

QUEEN GREEN: Come on, kids, why don’t we clean the town?

From all that trash

I’m gonna march right in and close that Land Phil down

And all that trash

Start the truck
I know a stinky spot

Where the garbage rules

Come on and listen, Dot

I’m just a fairy Queen

Who likes to keep things Green

From all

That

Trash  

QUEEN GREEN: Hello, Dot.  I’m Queen Green, younger and more attractive sister of Mother Earth.  I am made of stardust, dreams, and recycled items.  Recycling is the most important thing in the world to me, and I do my best to teach its importance to everyone.  Recycling does so many amazing things.  It saves trees, protects animals, lowers the use of poisonous chemicals, curbs global warming, keeps our drinking water clean, keeps our air clean, creates jobs, helps cities, and most importantly, reduces the need for landfills.
LAND PHIL: You talkin’ to me, Queenie?

QUEEN GREEN:  Yes, you gassy heap of nasty, buried trash!  I’m talking to you.  I’m tired of you eating all of my loyal subjects, regardless of how tasty you may think they are.  

LAND PHIL: Get over it!  I need food AND I NEED IT NOW!  I’m hon-gry!  

QUEEN GREEN: Stand behind me, Dot and Can.  Your magic must be very powerful, or she wouldn’t want you so badly.

LAND PHIL: You stay outta this, Queenie, or I’ll eat all your recyclables as well!

QUEEN GREEN: Oh, rubbish!  You have no power here!
LAND PHIL: Wanna bet?

QUEEN GREEN: Are you challenging me to a duel, sir?

LAND PHIL: I guess I am, Madame.  

QUEEN GREEN: If you want your recyclables, you’ll have to fight for them!

(insert epic slow-motion battle here, with guest appearances by Legolas and Obi Wan Kenobi)

LAND PHIL: I give up, Queenie!  I give up.

QUEEN GREEN: Do you?  Do you promise to stop eating recyclable materials such as plastic, glass, steel, aluminum cans, foil, paper, rechargeable batteries, tires, and compost?

DOT: Wow!  Are all of those things recyclable?  

QUEEN GREEN: They sure are, Dot.  

LAND PHIL: But if I stop eating those things, what am I supposed to eat?  

QUEEN GREEN: You can eat lots of things, like brush and tree limbs, grass clippings, leaves and stumps.  You can eat anything that’s biodegradable.  
LAND PHIL: What does that word mean?

QUEEN GREEN: They’re products that can be broken down by bacteria and other microorganisms into simple, stable products that will not harm the environment.

LAND PHIL: You mean I can eat as much delicious biodegradable salad as I want and still keep the environment clean and safe?

QUEEN GREEN: You betcha! 

LAND PHIL: Then I promise to stop eating recyclables.

QUEEN GREEN: (letting him rise) Very well then.  

LAND PHIL: Thanks, Queenie!  You’re a pal. (he exits)

CAN: Well, Queen Green, you’ve saved the day again.  

QUEEN GREEN: (giggles) All in a day’s work, Can!  (noticing Dot) Why Dot, you look sad.  What’s wrong?

DOT: (glumly) Oh, nothing’s wrong.


CAN: Tell us, Dot.


DOT: It’s just – well, I’ve enjoyed my stay here so much.  I’ve made the best of friends like Bottle and Can and I’ll surely never forget them.  But …

CAN: But … you want to go home?  (Dot nods) Well, I’ll miss you, Dot.  But Queen Green can help you with all of that.

DOT: Oh, will you help me?  Can you help me?

QUEEN GREEN: You don’t need my help, dear.  You’ve always had the power to leave Trashville.  The important thing, however, is that you have learned something on your journey.  


CAN: What have you learned, Dot?

DOT: Well, I – I think that it – it wasn’t enough to just have someone tell me I shouldn’t throw bottles in with the regular trash.  I had to see it for myself.  I had to see first-hand what can happen to our earth if we don’t recycle. 
SOMEWHERE OUT THERE

Somewhere up there, outside Trashville’s lid,
Someone's missing me, and wond’ring where I’ve hid
Somehow I’ve been changed by what I’ve learned
But now I must go back, for my home I yearn

And even though I know I’ll miss my new friends when we part
It helps to know recyclables can have a brand new start
And the next time that I decide to throw a bottle in

I’ll know that it’s supposed to go in a recycling bin

Somewhere out there, if we can see it through,
We will make a difference, somewhere out there
Where green dreams come true
DOT: (to Queen Green) Is that right?

QUEEN GREEN: That’s all it is.


DOT: Oh, dear!  It’s too wonderful to be true.  (looking at Can) It’s so hard to say goodbye.  I love you so much, Can.  (Can begins to cry) Oh, don’t cry, Can!  You’ll rust!  Will you tell Bottle I love her, too?  

CAN: Of course.  (they hug) 
DOT: (to Queen) Okay.  I’m ready now.  (steps inside the trash can and waves) Goodbye, everybody!  Goodbye!  (disappears and the scene changes back into the original scene; Dot crawls out of the trash can with a bottle in her hand) I’m home!  Home.  It’s so nice to be home.  (notices the bottle in her hand) Where did I get this?  (to audience) What is this made of everyone?  Right, plastic!  And what do we do with plastic?  That’s right!  We recycle!  (puts it in a recycling bin) There you go, bottle.  Now you won’t have to live in a land fill for a thousand years.  Now, you can be recycled.  You can be made into new things.  It’s so easy to keep the earth clean and green.  And I can help do it.  

(Her three friends enter, Candice, Phyllis, and Greenlee)

CANDICE: Hey, Dot!  Where’ve you been?  

PHYLLIS: Yeah, we’ve been looking all over for you.

GREENLEE: We’re all going to the park together.  Wanna come?

DOT: Sure!  

CANDICE: What’s the matter with you?

DOT: What do you mean?

PHYLLIS: You look like you’ve been running around all day!

DOT: You have no idea.

GREENLEE: What’s that supposed to mean?

DOT: Well, you see, I threw away my bottle, but it popped out of the trash can, and then the trash can started to talk, but really it was just Bottle, and so we went to Trashville and Can came, and then Land Phil tried to eat Can, but Queen Green saved the day and … (realizing) Hey!  (points to her friends) You were there and you were there … and you were there, too!  

GREENLEE: Dot, Dot, Dot!  You’re not making any sense.

DOT: But I am!  I learned that we can work together to save the earth, guys.  All we have to do is reduce, reuse, and recycle.

CANDICE: Reduce?

PHYLLIS: Reuse?

GREENLEE: And recycle?

PHYLLIS: Hey, that’s catchy!

DOT: It is!  (to the audience) Can you say it with us?  Say it!  (leads a Reduce, Reuse, Recycle chant three times and ends with a laying on of hands and a final, “Goooooo Green!”) 

The world is always greener

If everyone plays their part

Queen Green, now that we’ve seen her,

Will always live in our heart

Just look for the right containers

To put your recycling in

You will find a special symbol

On the front of every bin

Recycle your trash

Recycle your trash

Keep the earth green

By keeping it clean

Recycling’s a blast!

Don’t make yourself a spectacle

Just use the right receptacle 

Prevent pollution

Here’s the solution

Recycle your trash!

Curtain closes – end show
