Sustainability Updates

August 2009
2008-2009 Review

· Developed our Greenprint (08-09 theme “Developing our Greenprint”)
· Community created Greenprint as plan forward for integrating sustainability on campus

· Senior Management Team approved June 09.
· Plan and highlights: http://meredith.edu/sustainability/documents/greenprint-plan.pdf
· Completed our first LEED certified building.

· Improved Recycling 

· 150 new collection bins with more frequent pickups by Housekeeping and Grounds Departments.
· January 09 waste audit, served as baseline data collection 

·  Identified room for improvement: 21% of items in the trash could have and should have been recycled, including cardboard, office paper, glass, aluminum, electronics and plastic bottles.

· Participated in Recyclemania, Spring 2009, national competition, along with 510 other schools. 

· Identified 51%’s of employees recycling in their office environments and 60% of students recycling correctly in their residence hall rooms. Again, baseline data collection identified room for improvement.
· Highlighted sustainability in the Dining Hall

· Won City of Raleigh Environmental award for campus composting.

· The award recognizes outstanding work in sustainable development and environmental stewardship; Meredith College won the Natural Resources category.

· All disposables (cups, plates, cutlery, to-go boxes) were biodegradable.
· Hosted February 2009 National Teach In on Climate Change

· Seven faculty participated in three different panel discussions with over 150 students in attendance over the course of two days
· Cross disciplinary conversation between Chemistry, Geology, Environmental Science, Religion, Political Science, Economics 

· Participated for second year in a row, one of 800 schools and other institutions across the nation
· Offered local and organic food options on campus

· 5-10% food BDH served was local, from within 150 miles of the campus.

· Provided local and organic produce option to community through Pittsboro-based farm BeauSol Gardens.
· Pilot test by graduate student of sales of Three Sisters Garden produce to community.

· Attended the national Association for the Advancement of Higher Education (AASHE) conference in September 2009
· 10 students in attendance
2009-2010 Highlights looking forward

· Complete Carbon Emissions Inventory, Fall 2009

· Joining 640 other schools working towards cataloging carbon emissions.
· Working with Environmental Resources class to inventory emissions.
· Fall 09 presentation of findings will be open to the community

· Reduce waste in the Dining Hall

· All take-out in BDH will be in reusable clam-shells, displacing over 20,000 disposable boxes annually and saving $16,000.
· New reusable mug program provides drinks at refill price. 
· Clamshells are provided to all meal-plan participants. Mugs are provided to all incoming students. Both clamshells and mugs are for sale to the community.

· Focus on energy management, as called for in the Greenprint

· Priorities include an energy audit, sub-metering and energy manager position.
· Have applied for DuPont funds to kick-start program.
· Emphasis on long-term energy savings.
· Exploring potential solar thermal project, hot water heated by solar panels.
· Honor Wangari Maathai’s October visit with FYE Tree Planting Service Project.

· Meredith College will plant our very own Green Belt in honor of Mathaai’s October 2009 visit. 
· Each student will have the opportunity to plant a tree on campus, arranged in arboretum-style botanically interesting groupings, for a total of over 300 trees planted.

· Freshman will work with their First Year Experience classes as part of the annual class service project. 
· The tree planting is a partnership between the FYE Program, Student Leadership and Service, the Sustainability Office, and the Grounds Department.

· Expand Three Sisters Organic Garden (proposed)

· Goals are to:

· Provide a venue for classroom and co-curricular projects, and especially those interdisciplinary in nature. 

· Engage the Meredith community in an exchange of cultural experiences and food traditions with neighboring Raleigh residents. 
· Offer opportunities for student, staff, and faculty involvement in service projects and volunteerism. 
· Support the LEED certified student apartments as an extension of sustainability demonstration on campus.

· Look for edible landscaping installation fall 2009, including fruit and nut trees, berry bushes and more. 
· Continue to be active AASHE members

· Meredith College FYE project and Greenprint process will be focus of presentations at the annual national conference.
