Sustainability Spotlight: Book Sale Keeps Books Out of Trash

If your spring cleaning includes paring down your book collection, Meredith’s Carlyle Campbell Library can help find new homes for these literary castoffs.

The library's ongoing book sale, which began in 2002, sells more than 1,000 books every year that might otherwise go in the trash. The books are sold for $1 each.

“The library receives many books it can't use and we knew that there were people in the Meredith community that would appreciate them,” said sale coordinator Ted Waller, the library’s head of technical services. “We came up with the book sale idea to benefit both recipients and the many worthwhile causes at Meredith.”

All proceeds from the sale go to support fundraisers held by Meredith student organizations. Recipients include Books for Asia, Komen Race for the Cure, 24 Hour Dance-a-thon for the Make a Wish Foundation, the Meredith International Association fundraiser for Heifer International, Habitat for Humanity, and the Meredith Social Work Club effort to send school supplies to Afghanistan. Funds have also been donated to Meredith’s Class of 2009, 2010, 2011 and 2012. 

“It's a real win-win-win-win situation. Library users get books for very little money, campus fundraisers get support, the College doesn't have to pay money to dispose of the books, and the environment is spared a large volume of trash,” Waller said.

Donated materials are first considered for possible addition to the library collection before they go in the book sale. Donors will also receive a Meredith gift acknowledgment letter that can be used at tax time.

Waller said the only materials that aren’t accepted are out-of-date textbooks and very old fiction. Non-book materials, except for out-of-date formats like LPs, audiocassettes and videocassettes, are also accepted.

“Anyone can donate by bringing their materials to the library,” Waller said. “If someone has a large quantity, more than a box or so, we prefer that you call ahead.”

Books that aren’t added to the library’s collection or sold in the book sale are donated to Better World Books. 

“They either sell them, recycle them, or send them to areas of the world that desperately need books,” Waller said. “We probably send them about 1,000 books a year.”

 Visit betterworldbooks.com/Impact/default.aspx for more information.
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