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A pilot program led by Meredith’s Admissions department began in January to assess some new recycling efforts being made on campus. Admissions staff members Kirk Nuss and Lillian Mallia in collaboration with housekeepers Marilyn Lucas and Edna Gregory were key leaders of the effort.

In Admissions’ second floor office, a system was piloted in which desk-side recycling baskets were emptied alongside trash cans. Meanwhile, the third floor processing division of Admissions experimented with placing a set of recycling bins and a trash can in the center of their office rather than in each occupant’s workspace. This made each member responsible for depositing their own trash and recyclables at the central area. Both systems experienced notable success.

“I would like to extend thanks to Marilyn Lucas and Edna Gregory who have been pivotal in the pilot program,” said Nuss.

Sustainability Coordinator Laura Fieselman said, “When I arrived, the campus community was very excited and immediately highlighted recycling as one key sustainability concern.”

With the help of the Green Team, formed in Fall 2008 as an informal advisory group for Meredith’s sustainability work, the decision was made to focus on recycling issues during 2008-09. 

“Recycling falls under the more broad category of waste reduction,” says Fieselman, “which considers both recycling – diverting waste that can be remanufactured – and source reduction. Source reduction is lessening the amount of waste that enters, in our case, Meredith College campus.”

Meredith, unlike many campuses, uses a locally owned and operated business, American Recyclers, to accept recyclables. “We first focused on clarifying exactly what can be recycled, and made this information available to the community,” Fieselman said. “I worked with Aaron Schettler, grounds manager, and Bill Wade, vice president for business and finance, to identify and order over 150 new recycling bins to augment those currently available.”

According to Fieselman, research has shown that in order to achieve effective recycling, every trash receptacle must be paired with a recycling bin for customer convenience. To facilitate this at Meredith, 500 more small blue recycling bins were ordered for the campus. They have been placed in every residence hall room and office. 

Fieselman said campus community members had struggled with Meredith’s practice of having housekeeping staff empty office trash cans daily, but leaving the responsibility of emptying recycling baskets to each office occupant. A desire to clear up this issue led to the Admissions office pilot project.

The success of the pilot project led to recycling changes in February 2008. The Facilities Services management team decided to move to one-day per week pick-up of desk-side recycling instead of trash service. During the spring of 2009, Housekeeping will be experimenting with Thursdays as recycling day. 

 “I would like to thank Steve Plocki Housekeeping Manager, Kris Householder and William Cooper, shift supervisors, and the entire staff for their cooperation and excitement for the new campus recycling efforts;  Aaron Schettler, grounds manager, and Harold Miller for their continued support and Aubrey Chapman and Le’Quan Walsh for their help with distributing bins; Carrie Stinchcomb, Office of Sustainability intern, for her diligent work and Tom Sherry, Harry Cadman and Patty Blackwell in Facilities Services for their knowledge and support,” said Fieselman.

For an updated list on what items can be recycled, check out the sustainability web site at www.meredith.edu/sustainbility/recycling/htm.
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