Green Team Meeting,  

November 21, 2008, 3:00pm, Harris meeting room

Attendees: Kirk Nuss, Lauren Sumner, Charis Hill, Jennifer Sturms, Rick McBane, Patty Blackwell, Kalely Hake, Laura Fieselman, Zandra Blankenship, Lillian Mallia, Sherri Henderson

Minutes

I. Recycling Pilots

a. Admissions: 

i. 3rd Floor is using central recycling and trash bins. Office members have either gotten rid of trash cans or empty themselves—HouseKeeping (HK) only empties central bins. Notes: Marilyn(HK) needs a bin on wheels, as paper gets heavy quickly. What to do when Marilyn goes out of town? Will check with William.

ii. On the 2nd floor, also taking recycling and trash to a central location, though continuing to use under the desk bins. HK asked not to take out desk-side bins, but does it anyway. Trying to work on this.

iii. Notes: Must keep people informed, answer questions, keep student workers posted. Saving so many plastic bags!

b. Marketing: All have recycling bins. Next is to schedule with housekeeper a new system.

c. Classroom pilot in SMB: Want to pilot having a set of 3 recycling bins in the classroom (paper, aluminum and bottles). Zandra will talk to Gary (HK), with the intention of emptying recycling on the lightest day, in lieu of trash. Jennifer will monitor SMB 262, Zandra will monitor SMB 162. Patty will bring baskets over. Laura will make signs. 

d. To Do: Publicize successes, challenges and failures; recognize HK; Rick willing to make a video documenting “how it works”; spread to campus-wide with time.

II. RecycleMania, coming January-March 2009 to Meredith Campus. http://www.recyclemaniacs.org/ Need a small handout that specifies exactly what (plastics and otherwise) can be recycled on campus. This could be used beyond the Recylemania competition (new student and staff orientation, etc.).
a. Best ways to contact folks? Staff/Faculty: Email; Students: Stall News, faceBook, RA’s and Hall Bulletin Boards (get flyers to Heidi LeCount); Banners? Lots of discussion here, Patty will send banner options to Laura
b. Should continue pointing folks towards the website.

c. goal of competition : to increase ratio of recycling to trash on campus AND to decrease total waste leaving campus

d. ideas: Green Fashion show (Zandra will take this to Katherine Rodgers)

III. AASHE Conference update

a. Patty- information on waste audits, some “green” things from the expo that we already do on campus

b. Kalely- ideas for faculty, other projects that schools are doing.

c. Charis- “landfill” vs. “trash” on bins. Sends a powerful message.

d. idea: Periodic waste audits that start with RecycleMania and continue beyond. Either silent (without informing people) or inform them before-hand and publically display results. 

IV. Food and sustainability: After Oct 14 Convocation with Tanya Denckla Cobb, SGA will take on some aspect of food sustainability in the spring semester (Amy Damone heading this). Many ideas here, including weighing food waste and publically announcing, ½ portions, staff training. Must be cognizant of weight issues/potential eating disorders/etc. 
a. Note: Zandra signed Meredith up for the Real Food Challenge, http://realfoodchallenge.org/. Partner with SGA?

V. Future Meetings? Friday afternoons work best, like the whole group (faculty, staff, students) together—not often that we get to share, and “going green” is a community challenge.

Next Meetings 

(Tentative, will post updates and location at http://meredith.edu/sustainability/green-team.htm and send via e-mail): 

January 16, 2009, Friday 3pm

February 13, 2009, Friday 3pm

March 20, 2009, Friday 3pm

April 24, 2009, Friday 3pm

