Principles of Ethics for Emergency Physicians
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The basic professional obligation of beneficent service to humanity is expressed in various physicians' oaths. In addition to this general obligation, emergency physicians assume more specific ethical obligations that arise out of the special features of emergency medical practice. The principles listed below express fundamental moral responsibilities of emergency physicians

Emergency physicians shall:

1. Embrace patient welfare as their primary professional responsibility

2. Respond promptly and expertly, without prejudice or partiality, to the need for emergency medical care
3. Respect the rights and strive to protect the best interests of their patients, particularly the most vulnerable and those unable to make treatment choices due to diminished decision -making capacity
4. Communicate truthfully with patients and secure their informed consent for treatment, unless the urgency of the patient's condition demands an immediate response
5. Respect patient privacy and disclose confidential information only with consent of the patient or when required by an overriding duty such as the duty to protect others or to obey the law
6. Deal fairly and honestly with colleagues and take appropriate action to protect patients from health care providers who are impaired, incompetent, or who engage in fraud or deception
7. Work cooperatively with others who care for, and about, emergency patients
8. Engage in continuing study to maintain the knowledge and skills necessary to provide high quality care for emergency patients
9. Act as responsible stewards of the health care resources entrusted to them
10. Support societal efforts to improve public health and safety, reduce the effects of injury and illness, and secure access to emergency and other basic health care for all
To read the complete Code of Ethics for Emergency Physicians visit the Practice Resources section of the website for the American College of Emergency Physicians at http://www.acep.org
