Initiatives Promoting Academic Integrity at Meredith College

· Honor Code Ceremony - held during fall orientation in August, new students at Meredith attend an Honor Code ceremony.  

· Inclusion of Honor Code statement on course syllabi 

In the mid-1990’s, Student Government Association proposed to faculty that the Statement of Honor be included on all course syllabi. This proposal was approved by faculty and is now a component of all syllabi.  At this time, the Statement of Honor was also framed and hung on many classroom walls.   

· Honor Council Newsletter for faculty – sent to Meredith faculty each fall and spring.

· Publishing of Outcomes of Honor Council cases and other related articles in campus newspaper  - each fall and spring, Honor Council violations and sanctions are published in the campus newspaper, the Meredith Herald (names and other identifying information are deleted).

· Faculty Panel Discussion during Fall 2002 Planning Conference

In response to an increase in academic dishonesty cases during the 2001-2002 academic year, a panel presentation and discussion about academic integrity and climate was included in the Faculty/Staff Planning Conference in August 2002. As part of a discussion about the characteristics of a healthy academic climate, panelists presented strategies and tools for the prevention of plagiarism. 

· Campus Academic Integrity Forums

In addition to discussions as part of a regular faculty meeting and Student Life Forum, two campus-wide forums were sponsored by the Student Life Committee of the Student Government Association in October 2002.  Faculty, staff and students attended the forums and Honor Council process and procedures, faculty and student expectations and other issues were addressed.  

· Academic Integrity Subcommittee

Created in Fall 2002 as part of the Academic Climate Committee, the Academic Integrity Subcommittee discusses issues related to academic integrity, communication of expectations, and faculty and student perspectives on the Honor Code/Honor Council process. This year, the subcommittee will expand to include additional students and faculty members who will focus on the continuation of campus dialogue and the implementation of the Academic Integrity Assessment (see back).

· Academic Integrity Assessment

The Academic Integrity Assessment was developed by Dr. Donald McCabe, a professor at Rutgers University, to assist colleges and universities in developing a specific plan of action to promote academic integrity on campus.  Dr. McCabe has conducted major research regarding academic integrity among high school and college/university students in collaboration with the Center for Academic Integrity located at the Kenan Institute of Ethics at Duke University.  The assessment consists of Web-based surveys for faculty and students regarding their opinions and behaviors related to cheating, plagiarism, reporting of violations of the Honor Code, policies, sanctions for students found responsible for academic dishonesty, etc. 

The Academic Integrity Subcommittee, in collaboration with the Academic Climate Committee, created a plan for continuing campus dialogue about academic integrity issues on campus and for implementing the surveys in Spring 2004. Faculty and staff were invited to complete the survey as part of Honor and Integrity Week in spring 2004.  Results/conclusions from the surveys and Dr. McCabe’s recommendations for enhancing academic integrity programs at Meredith were reviewed by the subcommittee and reported to the campus community.  Action plans for the enhancement and reinvigoration of Meredith’s Honor Code will be developed. 

The 2005-06 Honor Council will be implementing another week of Honor and Integrity events in spring 2006. Goals for the week include raising awareness of the Honor Code and Honor Council process and providing opportunities for campus community members to discuss academic integrity issues and shared responsibilities/expectations.

For more information…….

Meredith College Honor System: 

 www.meredith.edu/students/honor-system.htm

Center for Academic Integrity (CAI) website:  www.academicintegrity.org
Contact:  Shannon Walker, Honor Council Chair, at walkersh@meredith.edu
or Honor Council Advisor Ann Gleason at gleasona@meredith.edu
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