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Honor Code Ceremony Speech – Katie Nagel – Fall 2007

Good evening Meredith College faculty, students, visitors, and special guests.  I would like to extend a warm welcome to all new students including freshmen, new transfer students, and our adult students.  My name is Katie Nagel, and I am one of the two Honor Council representatives for the sophomore class of 2010.  The freshmen class entering this fall is very impressive with 35 Honors Program members, 25 new Teaching Fellows and many other talented young women from all over the country.  Congratulations on your acceptance into the Meredith College community.  It is an honor to join you this evening and welcome you to this community that has come to mean so much to me. 


Let me begin by sharing some information about myself.  My home is in College Park Maryland and I am a 2006 graduate of St. John’s College High School in Washington D.C.  At St. John’s, we were encouraged to excel not only in academics, but in school and community activities as well.  As I began my college search, my goal was to find a college that offered strong academics, a variety of activities, and opportunities for community service.  I knew right from my first visit is what I continue to love and appreciate today…the warm, supportive Meredith College community.


As a high school sophomore, I was encouraged to visit Meredith by a family friend and Meredith alumnae, Kathy Watkins.  Kathy is a Meredith graduate who proudly took me on a tour of the campus and shared with me that her years at Meredith were four of the best years of her life.  Kathy is an accomplished, successful, professional woman 
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that I admire greatly.  As she showed me around the campus that day, I thought about what it would be like to be part of a community of women who take pride in their 
academics, activities, leadership opportunities, and friends.  Today, I am privileged to be one of these Meredith College women and have made friends that will be friends for life.


My primary focus this evening is the Honor Code at Meredith College.  This Honor Code is a special part of our school that sets us apart from other colleges and universities.  I quote from our Meredith College student handbook, “Founded on the premise that dishonesty has no place at Meredith, the Honor System demands personal integrity of each student.  The Honor System is operated by the student body.  Students are personally responsible for their own conduct and obligations to the Meredith Community.”  Our Statement of Honor at Meredith College is as follows:

“We, the Meredith College Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation to the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.
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In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.”  


As we all know, there are many ways to “cheat the system” with today’s technology of online programs, cell phones, Ipods, etc.  But there is no valid reason to cheat or lie to anyone or any place that means so much to you.  There are resources on campus that will assist you with your work.  The Learning Center and committed faculty are only two examples of the resources available.  Faculty holds study sessions and have office hours available to assist with any student’s needs.  One of the things I appreciate most about the faculty at Meredith is their willingness to encourage and help students.  My professors are available via email, phone, or during office hours.  Meredith College professors inspire, change, and encourage you everyday, and I am very comfortable participating in class and asking questions because as one professor stated:  “There is no such thing as a stupid question!” 


It all comes down to staying true to who you are and remaining committed to doing the right thing.  Wyatt Taylor, a former camp director at Camp Sea Gull, said it clearly and concisely: “Do what is right.”  As a Meredith College student, you are on your own now and responsible for your actions and performance.  This is a dynamic group of women and my advice to you is to continue to do what is right in each and every situation.  And of course, enjoy your experiences here and the community of Meredith College!










Nagel 4

In conclusion, I hope you can appreciate the significance of the Honor Code system as a way of life at Meredith College.  It is your responsibility to uphold the Honor Code and remember why it is special to this community.  Again, I welcome you to Meredith College and thank you for your attention.  

