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Findings - Courses 
Student experiences varied by instructor. 

Addressed: statistics, methods of data collection, 
and theory - all core courses. 

"Modern Social Problems" class was noted by many 
as eye-opening and informative. 

As students reflected on helpful electives, other 
students noted they had not heard of the classes 
available. 

Findings - How can Department 
help? 
Students noted helpfulness of advisor (we have one for 

several hundred students). 

Students do not know what courses are offered. 

Need to "broadcast" what is happening - courses, 
research opportunities, guest speakers. 

Need for a career fair for social sciences. 

·Sociology is hidden under a rock, but it's a little 
treasure once you find it: 

Findings - Advice for new majors 

Service learning 

Internships 

Work on written and verbal communication skills 

Learn how to market self 

"Education snuck up on me" 

"Do what you love" 
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What the Sociologist saw: 

Students were engaged with one another and the 
process and they stayed focused. 

Students were actively networking about where to 
find jobs, noting websites, agencies, people. 

Students volunteered to help each other. 

I saw community. 

Answering my own questions 

• How do we enable students to critically assess 
their educational experiences? 
•	 We need to ask (focus groups, questionnaires,
 

interviews, or other formats)
 
• We need to listen 

• What can students take away from the process? 
• Networking for jobs and help with courses 
• New community and reinforcement of new community 

• What do we do with student input? 
• Our individual courses 
• Our curriculum within the department 
• Take it to the top 

How to be engaged, not 
overwhelmed 
• Students first 

• Colleagues 

• Administration 
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