Improve your performance on the FL competency test

Speaking and Video

Work to improve your control of key verb tenses by re-reading explanations in textbook

Review key vocabulary in your textbook

Take every opportunity to speak in class

Use what you are learning in class when you do class Speaking projects, e.g. oral reports, dialogues, skits

Watch FL broadcasts from SCOLA (MCTV Channel 13)

For SPA, watch the Destinos videos available in the language lab; watch Univision on MCTV

Speak your FL with classmates and with your teacher at every opportunity

Take advantage of off-campus opportunities to speak your FL

For SPA, find a partner for "intercambio" (conversation exchange); F04 times at Wake Tech are TW 11-noon and 1-2 p.m. 

Form a study group for practice outside of class

Ask your teacher about extra-credit or ‘instead-of’ Speaking possibilities

For FRE and SPA, consider taking 207, which emphasizes Speaking and Video

For FRE and SPA, consider taking 307 (Conversation), 306 (Grammar) or 305 (Pronunciation)

Listening

Work to improve your control of key verb tenses

Review key vocabulary in your textbook

Take every opportunity to participate in dialogues and conversations in class

Find a favorite FL Web site (e.g., a German-language radio station) and listen regularly

Speak your FL with classmates and with your teacher at every opportunity

Take advantage of off-campus opportunities to speak your FL

Adopt a FL movie and listen until you understand most of it

For SPA, watch the Destinos videos available in the language lab

For FRE, GER, and SPA, use the language learning software in the language lab

Watch FL broadcasts from SCOLA (MCTV Channel 13)

For FRE and SPA, consider taking 207, which emphasizes Listening 

For SPA, find a partner for "intercambio" (conversation exchange); F04 times at Wake Tech are TW 11-noon and 1-2 p.m. 

Writing

Work to improve your control of key verb tenses by re-reading explanations in textbook

Review key vocabulary in your textbook by adopting a study method that works for you (if your teacher recommends flashcards, see below*)

3-step flashcard study method:  Carefully prepare flash cards and work to memorize them. 

1.  See the foreign language (FL) word, say the English. Work through the entire set of cards successfully stating the English equivalent of the FL word before proceeding on to number 2.

2.  See the English, say the FL word. Again, work through the entire set of cards before proceeding on to number 3.

3.  See the English, WRITE the FL word. This step ensures you are able to spell all words correctly (including tricky stem change verbs, etc.) and that you can put accent marks in the proper place.

Writing (cont.)

Ask your teacher to assign exercises in your textbook/workbook that you can self-grade

Use what you are learning when you do class Writing assignments or projects

For SPA, work through Sabias que workbook exercises more than once

For SPA, watch the Destinos videos available in the language lab (for grammar review). For writing practice, use the Destinos workbook available in the language lab.

Ask your teacher about extra-credit or ‘instead-of’ Writing possibilities: these may include keeping a journal or diary, or correspondence with a pen-pal (exchange of letters or email)

Always use a dictionary when you write! (for intermediate and advanced only)

If you have not completed 206, which emphasizes Writing (among other skills), you should consider taking it. All FL literature and civilization courses also give good practice in Writing.

To build vocabulary in any language, make a crossword puzzle for your class

Study each error that your teacher marks on tests and homework and learn from it. If you do not understand the error or correction, ask for help in class or visit your teacher during his/her office hours. Pay strong attention to oral corrections that your teacher makes in class. In other words, the student should always be alert to see her errors and learn from them.

For FRE, GER, and SPA, use the language learning software in the language lab

Reading

Arrange to do some extra reading, say, of news articles in your language. The library has several good periodicals in FL and the Internet has good sites 

Ask your teacher about extra-credit or ‘instead-of’ Reading possibilities, and use what you are learning 
If you have not completed 206, which emphasizes Reading (among other skills), you should consider taking it. All FL literature and civilization courses also give good practice in Reading.

For FRE, GER, and SPA, use the language learning software in the language lab

To build vocabulary in any language, make a crossword puzzle for your class

When reading, do not try to translate every word; rather, try to figure out the text’s main idea.

When looking for vocabulary, instead of going to the dictionary every time, make a list of unknown words in the text, then look for their definitions. Afterwards, re-read the text with the vocabulary list at hand.

Your FL teacher will have other helpful ideas. Ask!
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