Uses of Preterite and Imperfect Past Tenses

Pretérito
· A completed past action
· Actions that occurred a specific number of times
· Actions that occurred during a specific time
· Actions that were part of a chain of events
· Actions that interrupted another action
· The beginning or ending of an action

Imperfecto
· Habitual actions
· Actions that occurred simultaneously
· Actions that have no determined beginning or ending
· Time
· Dates
· Age
· Descriptions
· Physical, emotional, or mental states

There are some verbs that having different meanings when used in the different past tenses.
	Verbs
	Pretérito
	Imperfecto

	Querer
	Tried
	Wanted to

	No querer
	Refused
	Didn’t want to

	Poder
	Managed to
	Was able to

	No poder
	Failed to
	Unable to

	Conocer
	Meet
	Knew

	Saber
	Find out
	Know 



Conjugation of Preterite and Imperfect Verbs

Regular Preterite –ar Verbs
Yo			-é		Nosotros		-amos
Tú			-aste		Vosotros		-asteis
Él/ella/usted		-ó		Ellos(as)/ustedes	-aron


Regular Preterite –ir/-er Verbs
Yo			-í		Nosotros		-imos
Tú			-iste		Vosotros		-isteis
Él/ella/usted		-ió		Ellos(as)/ustedes	-ieron


Regular Imperfect –ar Verbs
Yo			-aba		Nosotros		-ábamos
Tú			-abas		Vosotros		-abais
Él/ella/usted		-aba		Ellos(as)/ustedes	-aban


Regular Imperfect –ir/-er Verbs
Yo			-ía		Nosotros		-íamos
Tú			-ías		Vosotros		-íais
Él/ella/usted		-ía		Ellos(as)/ustedes	-ían
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