Meredith College Presidential Scholars

Southwest Trip – January 2 – 8, 2007
Tuesday, January 2, 2007

Raleigh to Phoenix, AZ
· USAir Flight #1701 from RDU to Charlotte, NC at 6:00 a.m. / arrive 6:50 a.m.

· USAir Flight #1505 to Phoenix, AZ at 7:45 a.m. / arrive at 10:23 a.m.

· Meet and load tour bus
Phoenix – Grand Canyon, AZ
· Jerome – now considered a ghost town, Jerome once was a bustling copper mining boom town.  It has quite a reputation as in 1903, a NY newspaper called Jerome “the wickedest town in American” due to its abundance of drinking and gambling establishments (24 saloons in 1880).  It’s a beautiful location set in the side of Cleopatra Hill and from there you can see the red rocks of Sedona, the San Francisco Peaks, and the Mogollon Rim. Geology, History
· Lunch – on your own in Jerome (various cafes available)
· Sedona and Oak Creek Canyon (1.5 hours) – Red-rock buttes (e.g., Cathedral Rock) and deep blue sky caused filmmakers of the 40’s and 50’s to film over 80 westerns in this location. Today, Sedona is a hub of artists from across the country as well as being considered one of the Earth’s most important Vortices by New-Age followers. Hiking, natural beauty, and shopping are the mainstays of Sedona.  Biology, Geology, Religion
· Drive to the Grand Canyon – South Rim 

Entrance Fee Provided
· Dinner – on your own 
· Spend night 1 at El Tovar Hotel     (928-638-6384)

     Grand Canyon Village, AZ  86023
Wednesday, January 3, 2007

Grand Canyon, AZ
· Grand Canyon – hike, museums, rim tour

Biology, Geology, History, Native American culture, Archaeology
· Group Dinner – El Tovar Hotel, 6:30 p.m. reservation
· After Dinner – Star gazing for interested students

· Spend night 2 at El Tovar Hotel

Thursday, January 4, 2007
Grand Canyon, AZ to Acomo, NM
Leave at 8:00 a.m. – Box Lunches provided for the trip
· Petrified Forest and Painted Desert – The Petrified Forest is a geological and biological wonderland.  Dinosaur remains from the Triassic period have been found here as well as human remains from more than 10,000 years ago.  The park is literally covered with the remains of petrified tree trunks.  Included in this park are parts of the vast, pink, lunar-like landscape known as the Painted Desert.  This, along with White Sands in southern NM, is where nay-sayers believe that the landings on the moon were staged.  
Biology, Geology, History, Archaeology

· Zuni Pueblo –  Zuni is the largest of the 19 Pueblos.  Zuni is built on the site of Halona which was one of Coronado’s famed ‘Seven Cities of Gold’.  Their mission is the best example of the co-mingling of contact Catholicism and native religious beliefs depicted in the murals painted in the mission.  Tour the mission with an artist, visit an excellent museum, and do the best jewelry and pottery shopping. Archaeology, History, Native American culture, Religion, Architecture, Linguistics, Culture Conflict
· El Morro National Monument (about 1 hour) – a stopping point for travelers since prehistoric times when they carved petroglyphs and pictographs in the sandstone cliffs.  The first “modern” graffiti is from 1605 and there are many inscriptions chronicling the history of the area – through the Civil War when Beale’s Camel trail passed nearby.  There is an Anasazi pueblo at the top of the cliffs.  It’s a beautiful climb where you can get a good feel for the natural environment of the area. Archaeology, History, Biology, Geology
Entrance Fee Provided
· Dinner – on your own
· Spend night 3 in Acoma:  Sky City Hotel  (888-759-2489)
        Acomo, NM

Friday, January 5, 2007
Board Bus at 8:30 a.m.
Acomo to Santa Fe, NM
· Acoma – a Pueblo built in the 11th century that is one of the two oldest continually inhabited settlements in the US.  This Pueblo is situated on a sandstone mesa rising 357 feet above the plain.  Hour-long tours are offered every 30 minutes.  Tours take you though the Pueblo where you can see artisans working and selling their goods as well as tour the mission. Fee provided.  Architecture, Art, History, Archaeology, Native American culture, Religion
· Albuquerque – tour the University of New Mexico, tour the city, visit Old Town 
· Lunch – near the university, either before or after university tour
(Heidi recommends El Patio, but other options available)
· Turquoise Trail to Santa Fe 
· Dinner/Evening – on your own / Plaza in Santa Fe
· Spend night 4 at El Dorado Hotel and Spa   (505-988-4455)
     309 West San Francisco Street

     Santa Fe, NM 87501

Saturday, January 6, 2007

Santa Fe, NM
· Santa Fe – museums, shopping, churches, etc.  Everything is in walking distance of the hotel.  Great day to explore one’s individual interests.  There is also great skiing nearby. I’ll have a list of “must see” places….

Group Outings Available

· Morning – Georgia O’Keefe Museum and International Folk Art Museum
· Early Evening – Feast of the Epiphany celebration

Religion, Spanish culture, History, Art, Architecture, Native American culture
· Dinner / Evening – on your own in Sante Fe
· Spend night 5 at El Dorado Hotel and Spa
Sunday, January 7, 2007

Santa Fe to Albuquerque, NM
Leave at 8:30 a.m.

· Chimayo – Located on the site of the ancient Tewa Pueblo, this community is known throughout the world for the Santuario de Nuestro Senor de Esquipulas and the Chapel of the Santo Nino, both of which are reputed to have great healing powers.  People make pilgrimages from all over to get some of the sacred healing dirt and the milagros that can be purchased here. There are also wonderful weavers selling their goods – and the best green chili in the SW.  Religion, History, Spanish culture, Archaeology, Architecture, Art
· Drive through Los Alamos – lunch on your own
· Bandelier National Monument – Sort of a mini-Mesa Verde, Bandelier has amazing mesa, sheer-walled canyon, and several thousand ancestral Puebloan dwellings (cliff and otherwise) which were mainly inhabited from the 1100s – into the mid-1500s.  These dwellings were occupied by the ancient peoples who are the direct ancestors of the Puebloan groups such as the Hopi, Zuni, and Acoma.  Entrance Fee Provided. Archaeology, Geology, History
· Drive to Albuquerque, NM
· Group Dinner – High Finance Restaurant on Sandia Peak, 6:30 p.m. reservation
    Tram Ride Included
· Spend night 6 at Hotel Albuquerque at Old Town
     800 Rio Grande Blvd.  NW

     Albuquerque, NM  87104

     505-842-8426
Monday, January 8, 2007 
Board Bus for Airport – Time TBA
Albuquerque, NM – Raleigh, NC
· USAir Flight #201 to Phoenix at 6:10 a.m. / arrive at 7:32 a.m.

· USAir Flight #41 to RDU at 9:45 a.m. / arrive at 3:48 p.m.

*********************************
