POL 341 NORTH CAROLINA COLLOQUIUM

Meredith College

Spring, 2005

Teacher: True-Weber

Office hours for this class TTH 3:30-5:00

Telephone:  O 8312; H 870-5154

Email: trueweberb@meredith.edu
Purpose of the Course  

The purpose of the course is to examine the politics and policies of North Carolina as a specific example of state and local politics and government.  Students will have the opportunity to examine applications of theories, concepts, and models of political science at the state and local levels of government.  

Text and Reading Requirements

North Carolina Center for Public Policy Research.  North Carolina Focus.

Luebke, Paul.  Tar Heel Politics 2000

These books will be our primary reading source.  Other reading assignments will be made throughout the semester.  These readings will come from news sources, from the general assembly, or from publications of interest groups.  These readings will either be given to you in class or will be available from the reserve desk of the library, the internet or the General Assembly.  You must also keep current with events by reading the News and Observer every day, particularly “Under the Dome.”

Student Learning Goals
· Students will practice applying theory to practical situations.
· Students will become familiar with North Carolina political history.
· Students will understand current problems and arguments.
· Students will learn directly from professionals and practioners of politics and policy in North Carolina.
Course Organization


The course is designed as a laboratory course.  Activities, assignments and exercises will be based on information from POL 340 and class reading.  We will visit state and local governments in action: committee hearings, council meetings, court proceedings, etc.  We will also invite specific actors in the political system to speak to the class. 


Much of the work of the class will be keyed to the activities of the North Carolina General Assembly.  Assignment will be organized around specific topics that arise in the General Assembly.   The schedule of events and activities must be flexible to take into account the schedule of the General Assembly and other government agencies.  
Course Requirements and Grading


There will be two tests covering reading assignments.  The final exam will be comprehensive.  These tests will include both objective and essay questions.  The test will comprise 50% of the total grade.  You will write several analytic papers covering assigned topics.  Thirty percent of the grade will be based on these analytic papers.  A participation grade will be assigned to your activity in class and in other assignments.  Since class assignments will be made on the basis of the activities of the General Assembly and other governmental and political agencies and organizations you will need to keep track of class schedules.  Attendance is mandatory.  

Meredith Code of Honor

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.


If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.


In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

"Students with Disabilities:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability." 

