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COURSE DESCRIPTION


This course will examine the powerful and enduring influence of warfare in European history. Students will explore the nature of war in the broadest sense, addressing its military, political, economic, social, and cultural aspects, and paying particular attention to the role of warfare in the social transformation, political development, and cultural evolution of Europe and Western Civilization writ large.  Students will examine such specific issues as the nature of modern combat, the destructive role of technology, the influence of popular nationalism and militarism, values and attitudes regarding violence, conceptions of gender, the experience of the home front, and the practice of ethnic discrimination and genocide.  A combination of lecture, discussion, and media will be used.


COURSE OBJECTIVES
Students will:

  1. gain a deeper understanding of these significant problems, issues, and events in the

        history of European warfare; 

  2. gain a deeper understanding of the ideas, values, practices, and institutions that
        defined the practice of warfare in the European context;

  3. apply their knowledge of these concepts to their understanding of the role and
         influence of the Western way of warfare in the contemporary world;

  4. sharpen their analytical and critical thinking skills through engagement of course materials;

  5. improve argumentation and writing skills through course discussions and assignments;

  6. frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence;

  7. recognize plagiarism and how to document properly the words and ideas of others.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Attendance & Participation (10%): 

   As part of the course you will be required to attend class regularly, complete all readings and assignments on time, and participate in all classroom discussions and activities.  As regular attendance is particularly important to the success of a survey course, more than three (3) unexcused absences will negatively affect your grade.  No quizzes are provided for in the syllabus, but if attendance and participation suffer during the term, that may change!  All assignments are due by the dates indicated; as a general rule there will be no incompletes or extensions granted.  If you have a legitimate conflict, i.e. religious holiday, official extracurricular activities, etc.- you must inform me and make arrangements well in advance (see below).

Short Essays (25%):
   Over the course of the semester you will be asked to write two short essays (5-6 pages). They will count collectively for 25% of your final grade. The specifics and details regarding the papers will be announced well in advance.
Long Essay (20%)
    You will also write one longer essay (10-12 pages) on a specific problem/issue in the history of Western warfare. Again, the specifics and details of this assignment will be announced well in advance.

Exams (45%):

    There will be three (3) exams over the course of the term. They will count 15% each. The format, specifics, and expectations will be discussed in class in advance.

Disabilities, Religious Holidays, Weather, & Extracurricular Activities:

    In regard to disabilities and other special learning needs, students must make appropriate arrangements with me and all other relevant personnel and/or administrative offices in advance.  Please refer to the college catalog and handbook for official policies.

   In regard to religious holidays recognized by the college, students must inform me well in advance of any anticipated absences to be assured of an opportunity to make up missed work.  In like fashion, students participating in official extracurricular activities will generally be given an opportunity to make up missed work, but again must inform me well in advance and provide official notification prior to any missed classes.  Again, refer to the college catalog for rules and policies.

   In regard to inclement weather, we will follow official college policies and announcements.    

Statement of Honor We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility. Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.

  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained. Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities. If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life. As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Required Texts:
J. Glenn Gray, The Warriors (New York: Harper & Row, 1970)

Michael Howard, War in European History (Oxford & New York, 1976)

John Keegan, The Book of War (New York: Viking, 1999)

& assigned articles & essays (on reserve, indicated by an asterisk*)

Topics & Readings:
1/9
INTRODUCTION: WARFARE, HISTORY, & REMEMBRANCE


Gray, pp. 3-24
1/14,
THE ENDURING APPEAL OF WAR

 1/16
Keegan, pp. ix-xix, 63-76

Gray, pp. vii-xxiv, 25-58

*W. Broyles, “Why Men Love War,” Utne Reader (Feb./March 1985), pp. 66-73

*T. O’Brien, “The Sweetheart of the Song Tra Bong,” in The Things They  

                Carried, pp. 99-126
1/21
No Class- Martin Luther King, Jr.  Day  

1/23,
HUMANS & VIOLENCE: WESTERN & NON-WESTERN PERSPECTIVES

 1/28
Keegan, pp. 3-60, 79-136 

*J. Goldstein, “Heroes: The Making of Militarized Masculinity,” in War and
   Gender, pp. 264-301
1/30,
CLASSICAL GREECE & THE WESTERN WAY OF WAR

 2/4
Keegan, pp. 221-63

*V.D. Hanson, “A Western Way of War?,” in The Western Way of War, pp. 9-18
*S. Mitchell, “Hoplite Warfare in Ancient Greece,” in Battle in Antiquity, 

     pp. 87-106

*First Short Essay Due- 2/4*
2/6,
ROME, RUTHLESSNESS, & CONQUEST

 2/11
Gray, pp. 171-213


Keegan, pp. 263-81

*A. Lee, “Morale and the Roman Experience of Battle,” in Battle in Antiquity,

                 pp. 199-218

*C. Gilliver, “The Roman Army and Morality in War,” in Battle in Antiquity, 

                 pp. 219-38

DISCUSSION & REVIEW OF MATERIAL

2/13
FIRST EXAM

2/18
THE INHERITORS OF ROME: BARBARISM, CIVILIZATION, & THE RISE

                OF FEUDALISM

Howard, pp. 1-19

Keegan, pp. 139-152, 281-90

2/20,
CULTURE & WARFARE IN THE AGE OF THE CRUSADES

 2/25
Gray, pp. 131-69
Keegan, pp. 177-217, 290-98

*J. France, “Europe, Ideology, and the Outsider,” in Western Warfare in the Age
                of the Crusades, pp. 187-203

*C. Allmand, “War and the Non-Combatant in the Middle Ages,” in Medieval
                Warfare: A History, pp. 253-72
2/27
MERCENARIES, PROFESSIONALS, & GUNPOWDER EMPIRES


Howard, pp. 20-74
Keegan, pp. 319-47

*F. Gilbert, “Machiavelli: The Renaissance of the Art of War,” in Makers of
                Modern Strategy, pp. 11-31 
3/3-3/5

*No Class- Spring Break*
3/10,
EUROPEAN ARMIES & THE REVOLT IN AMERICA

 3/12
*D. Richter, “War and Culture: The Iroquois Experience,” pp. 528-559

*J. Shy, “Hearts and Minds in the American Revolution,” and “The Military
    Conflict Considered as a Revolutionary War,” in A People Numerous and
    Armed, pp. 164-79, 194-224

*Second Short Essay Due- 3/12*
3/17
REVOLUTION, TERROR, & TOTAL WAR IN FRANCE

 
Howard, pp. 75-93
Keegan, pp. 347-59

*A. Forrest, “The Roots of Resistance,” in Conscripts and Deserters, pp. 74-97
3/19 
THE U.S. CIVIL WAR AS TOTAL WAR
Gray, pp. 97-129

Keegan, pp. 359-61


*C. Royster, “The Vicarious War,” in The Destructive War, pp. 232-95

3/24
No Class- Easter Break
3/26 
THE U.S. CIVIL WAR AS TOTAL WAR
Gray, pp. 97-129

Keegan, pp. 359-61

*C. Royster, “The Vicarious War,” in The Destructive War, pp. 232-95

DISCUSSION & REVIEW OF MATERIAL
3/31
SECOND EXAM
4/2
EUROPEANS, TECHNOLOGY, & GLOBAL CONQUEST 


Howard, pp. 94-104

Keegan, pp. 28-32, 301-15

*D. Headrick, The Tools of Empire, pp. 83-126

4/7,
THE GREAT WAR & EUROPEAN CULTURE

 4/9
Howard, pp. 104-115


Keegan, pp. 361-66


*P. Fussell, “The Troglodyte World”, in The Great War and Modern Memory, 

                 pp. 36-74

 *J. Ellis, “Attitudes” & “Conclusion,” in Eye-Deep in Hell: Trench Warfare in
                World War I, pp. 161-205
*S. Kingsley-Kent, “Love and Death in Britain,” in Authority, Identity, & the 


     Social History of the Great War, pp. 153-74

4/14,
WORLD WAR IN THE AIR: PRACTICALITY, EFFICIENCY, MORALITY 

 4/16
Howard, pp. 116-35

Keegan, pp. 366-79

*J. Stokesbury, “Toward the Big Raids,” in A Short History of Air Power, pp.183-  

                 201


*B. Bernstein, “The Atomic Bombings Reconsidered,” Foreign Affairs 74, 1

                 (1995), pp. 135-52
4/21,
FEAR, LOATHING, & LUST: NUCLEAR CULTURE, GENDER, & WAR
 4/23
Gray, pp. 59-95

Howard, pp. 136-43


Keegan, pp. 379-85


*C. Cohn, “Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense Intellectuals,” Signs       

                 12, 4 (1987), pp. 687-718

*J. Goldstein, “Conquests: Sex, Rape, and Exploitation in Warfare,” in War and

                 Gender, pp. 332-80
4/28
DECOLONIZATION, DECEMBRISM, & THE FUTURE OF WESTERN

              WARFARE

Gray, pp. 215-42


Keegan, pp. 386-92


*J. Shy & T. Collier, “Revolutionary War,” in Makers of Modern Strategy, 

                pp. 815-62

*Long Essay Due- 4/28*
Final Exam: Wed., 5/7, 1:00-4:00pm
