HISTORY 495: Senior Seminar
Applied Historiography

Fall, 2009, Novak
The main objective of this course will be for students to apply some of the major methods and philosophies of history both to their own historical research and also to an informed analysis of current events in various regions of the world.  In these efforts especially we will develop skills and habits of mind that will serve us well as informed citizens and career professionals regardless of what we choose to do upon graduation.  We gain most when we approach both our research and our world as historians.

-one focus of this objective will be the parallel work that students undertake in their senior research projects and honors theses.


-the main focus of this objective will be a culminating historical awareness project that each student develops across the semester.
A second important objective will be for students to develop their abilities to present their ideas orally to a variety of audiences: informal, formal, academic, professional.  This is a lifetime skill that will benefit all graduates.  Toward this end, History 495 meets an oral communication thread for general education.  We will discuss this further in class.
As Educational Outcomes, students will:

-identify reliable sources of information and analysis for current events

-apply the methods and standards of historical analysis to an ongoing examination                               
of contemporary developments both international and national
-demonstrate historical awareness in the analysis of one contemporary development

-think critically about national and international issues


-make effective oral presentations in class discussion and on formal occasions

-develop writing skills through a variety of assignments 

-identify career interests and pursue connections towards them

-make appropriate use of information technology in seeking, exchanging and 


presenting ideas

Required reading for this course will come from Richard Marius, A Short Guide to Writing about History (6th ed.), from Mark Gilderhus, History and Historians (6th ed.), and from readings available on Blackboard.  Both texts are available on Novak closed reserve in the student study room in Joyner 205.  You will receive detailed weekly assignments via email.  It will be your responsibility to check email once a day and to be certain that you have read and completed all assignments for class.
Our work in and out of class will focus on applying historical analysis to contemporary world developments.  Ordinarily, we will choose regions or problems to explore.  We will then develop ways to find reliable information and analysis from newspapers, news magazines and journals, from the Internet and the World Wide Web, from radio and, if all else fails, from television.  Each of you will provide to the class periodic oral and written analyses of the events and regional issues we have chosen to cover. Together we will try to make sense of our diverse and conflicted world.

Your grade for the course will be determined as follows.  Attendance and informed contribution to class discussion and to the projects of other students will be worth roughly 30%. (More than one unexcused absence will lower your final grade by one letter, so talk with me if you must miss class. Unless otherwise noted, class will meet once each week.  We will follow the college policy on inclement weather.)  Oral presentations will also be worth 30%, while the remaining 40% will come from your own historical awareness project.  Work submitted late will be penalized 20% each day.  Grading will be on a 10 point scale. In all of our work we will abide by the Meredith College Honor Code.  

Policy on Technology in the Classroom:   Please turn off cell phones and laptop wireless before class begins.  Use laptops only to take notes or access materials when requested by instructor.  First violation: a warning.  Each subsequent: one unexcused absence (see above.)

Please stay in touch with me throughout the semester, during my posted office hours (M-F: 9-10am, 2-3pm, Joyner 228), at other arranged meeting times, or by telephone (office: 760-8398, home: 493-9375 before 9:30pm) or email (novakm@meredith.edu). Genuine engagement in this course will be valuable both for the learning itself and for your future career plans. 
Timeline*:


8/19, *8/24, 8/26 
Readings and presentations on historiography (Barzun, Marius, Gilderhus)
9/2
Group session at career center
9/9:


Historiographic models and contemporary world events

9/16-9/23:

Analysis of sources for world regional events
9/30:


Initial presentations on individual world topics
10/14:


Presentations on research outlines and timelines
10/21-11/4:

Discussion and analysis of world regional events
 11/4, 11/11:

Final presentations on individual regions
11/18:


Preparation for final research presentations
*11/30-12/2:

Presentations of HIS 499 projects in class 
12/3:

             
Presentation of Honors Theses in Chapel Common Room

12/4: (5:00pm):

Final Project due to Project Director
*Mondays
Catalog Description for HIS 495:  Senior Research Seminar

History 495    400-level    Senior Seminar    
1 Credit Hour   
Every Semester

 A culminating seminar that brings together work done across the major, builds upon History 334 and links to Senior Research in History 498-9.  Students will review schools of historical interpretation and methods of historical research and then apply these to an ongoing analysis of contemporary developments both national and international.  They will improve oral and written communications skills through class discussion, formal presentations and a variety of written assignments.  They will also make and begin to implement plans for postgraduate education and careers. Students should take History 495 at the same time that they pursue Senior Research in History 498/9. Seminar. Prerequisites:  History 334 or permission of instructor. 

Statement of Honor

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Students with Disabilities
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability." 
