HISTORY/RELIGION 387

THE AGE OF RENAISSANCE AND REFORMATION

DR. NOVAK    SPRING 2009
The period of European history from about 1350 to about 1700, known as the Age of Renaissance and Reformation, is a critical stage in the formation of the modern western outlook.  In these centuries substantial numbers of European thinkers began to question, modify and often reject the traditional patterns of thought that had long made Europe much like the rest of the pre-modern world in basic outlook and assumptions.  In most cases these thinkers began to formulate new ways of thought that began to make modern western society distinct, with its own special certainties, confusions and tensions. These ways of thinking survive in many forms to shape our own attitudes today.  To understand the Age of the Renaissance and Reformation is therefore to understand the origins of the mental world we now inhabit.

The primary objective of this course will be to examine these intellectual movements from their own literature in pursuit of several related questions: What causes people in these centuries to question very old and deeply help ideas?  What new ideas -- about human nature and priorities, about government and law, about education and artistic expression, about knowledge and authority, about religion and nature -- appear in these same centuries?  How do these new ideas both resolve mental conflicts and at the same time generate new tensions that continue to trouble modern western minds?  What has been gained and lost in this exchange of worldviews?

An important objective of this writing intensive course will be for you to develop your ability to express complex ideas and arguments clearly and forcefully in writing. To further this goal you will write three analytical essays of about eight pages each and several shorter (1-2 page) assignments in which you respond in various ways to the issues raised in the reading.  I will work with you at length on all aspects of these papers and you will have the chance to reorganize and re-write your work.  To keep the focus on this writing there will be no examinations in the course.  Another objective will be for you to develop the skills of critical primary source evaluation and historical analysis that are fundamental to this discipline.  We will address these skills both in class discussion and on your analytical writing assignments.

A final objective of this course will be to develop your own ability to understand and to discuss with others these important but difficult issues.  Toward this end the class sessions will be built around informed discussion rather than lectures.  You will therefore need to prepare carefully for each class.  Equally important will be your willingness to engage seriously with these authors and their concerns.  You will also have several opportunities to develop your ideas through written assignments that ask you to enter the debates and quandaries of these centuries.  A fair number of these issues may well have immediate bearing upon our own lives.

The required readings for this course are in D.J. Wilcox, In Search of God and Self, and in F.L. Baumer, Main Currents in Western Thought, which are available in the bookstore.  I will also distribute in class several handouts with additional primary and secondary source readings.  

Grading for the course will be on a 10% scale as follows.  I do require attendance and expect you to be present in mind as well as body at all class sessions, though we will certainly follow the college policy on inclement weather. I will, however, lower your final grade one letter for each set of three unexcused absences.  Be certain to speak with me when you miss a class or I will assume the absence is unexcused.  At the same time, attendance and participation will together be worth 100 points (20%) toward your final grade.  The rest of your grade will be based upon your written work.  300 points (60%) will come from the three longer analytical essays mentioned above.  The due dates of these essays are specified below.  The remaining 100 points will come from the short analytical papers.  I also reserve the right to give unannounced quizzes if poor preparation for class leaves me no choice.

I hope to speak individually with each of you several times before the semester is over.  Please feel welcome in my office (Joyner 114b) either during my posted office hours or at some arranged time that is more convenient for you.  Feel free as well to contact me by telephone either on campus (760-8398; email novakm@meredith.edu) or at my home in Durham (493-9375 before 9:30pm) about any issues that relate to the course.

ASSIGNMENTS

PART ONE: THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE

ASSIGNMENT

Introduction (1/10)




syllabus; Text(t): Preface and 








Introduction; Sourcebook (s): p3-14

The Medieval Background (1/16-1/25)     

t: ch.3, ch.3; s#1; handout; s#2-9     

The Economic and Classical Revival in Italy (1/30-2/1)
t:ch.1,2,4; handouts; s#11, 

The Humanist Educational Program (2/6))

t:ch.5,6; s#12

New Views of Human Nature (2/8)


t: " "  ; s#13,14, handouts

Ambivalent Secularism (2/8-2/13)


t: ch.10  ; s#15-17; handout

Parallel Changes in the Fine Arts (2/15)


t:ch.11; s#18

The Renaissance in Northern Europe


t: ch. 19 

PART TWO: REFORM AND CONFLICT IN NORTHERN EUROPE


The Religious and Political Background (2/20)

t: ch.13 - 18
Analytic Essay #1 due in class on 2/20
Renaissance and Christian Humanism (2/22)

t:ch.19; s#19,20,21

The Case of Martin Luther (2/27)


t:ch.20; s#22

The New Protestant System (3/1)


t:ch.20,21; s#21-28

The Religious Radicals (3/13) 



t: ch.24; s#30-31

Reception of Protestant Ideas (3/13-3/15)

t: ch.22,23 (excerpts announced)

Religious Violence and Accommodation (3/22-29)
t: readings TBA;s#32-4; Hobbes/Locke

PART THREE: NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH

(Effects of Overseas Encounters (3/31)


t: TBA; s#35-36; handout)* possible 
Analytic Essay #2 due in class on 4/3
Traditional Science and Cosmology, (4/3)

s:TBA; handout

The Copernican Revolution (4/5-4/10)


t: CH.8; s:#38,45

The Newtonian Universe (4/12)



s:#39-40

Intellectual Effects of the New Science (4/12-4/17)
s:41-47

Toward the Enlightenment Worldview(4/19-5/1)

s:48-50

Essay #3 due on 5/8, 12:00pm

Statement of Honor

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Students with Disabilities
 Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability
