HIS-330A/POL-330: The US and the World in the 20th Century
Professor J. Michael McElreath 

Spring 2007

mcelreat@meredith.edu, 760-8825

Office: 218 Joyner, Hours: Mon/Wed 11-12, Tues/Thurs. 2-3, or by appointment

Goals:
This course has two main goals. First, it is designed to help students to understand the major forces and events that have shaped American foreign policy in the last century. That is, how has the US interacted with and shaped the wider world? Second, it will also ponder how the Unites States’ domestic policies were influenced by what its leaders believed were international imperatives. That is, how has the wider world shaped the US? Students will grapple with these questions through a series of readings including both primary and secondary sources. They will discuss these readings and also present their understandings in written essays.

Learning Outcomes:

At the conclusion of this course students will be able to

-understand the major events & themes in the history of US foreign policy in the last century

-understand how foreign policy goals helped influence US domestic policies
-understand how historians and political scientists have addressed these events & themes

-use primary and secondary sources effectively in historical and political analysis

-present analysis clearly in oral and written form 
Assignments & grading (10-point scale):

Preparation for class (checked by quizzes)



20%

Class participation (attendance, contributions to discussion)

20%

Two Papers  (due Jan 31 & Apr 2)




30%

Take-Home Mid-Term (due Feb 28)




10%
Final Exam (May 5)






20%
Explanation:

The class will meet 28 times. At least 10 class periods will begin with unannounced quizzes with questions on recent readings and/or lectures. Quizzes will be open-note (not open-book), but must be printed rather than on computer if you want to use them for the quiz. For every 6 quizzes, I will drop the lowest quiz grade. No make-up quizzes will be given.

Class participation: Attendance is expected and will count in calculating your grade. Please contact me to explain any absences. For each absence above one, unless there is some good reason why you could not attend, class participation part of grade will be reduced by a letter grade. Contributions to discussion will be judged on the basis of pertinence, perspicacity, and frequency (in this last category aim for the middle ground—contribute, but also listen). Each student will assist me in facilitating class discussions, probably thrice during the semester. When helping to facilitate, you will prepare a set of discussion questions to help elicit a constructive and probing analysis. Note: All students will prepare written comments and discussion questions on two of our four documents texts. Guidelines for how to analyze sources are posted on Blackboard.

Papers: Two papers (5-10 pp.) are required. Each asks for an analysis of the causes and consequences of specific foreign policy challenges the US faced in the 20th century. Detailed requirements for these papers are available on Blackboard. Due Jan 31 & Apr 2. [Note: Late papers penalized a letter grade per day.]
There will be a take-home mid-term and a final exam, both of which also will require analysis of foreign policy choices. As will with papers, the mid-term and final will ask you to evaluate causes and consequences.

Texts:

Paterson & Merrill, Major Problems in American Foreign Policy, Vol II (5th ed.)
Iriye, Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War
May, American Cold War Strategy
Olson & Roberts, My Lai
Merrill, The Oil Crisis of 1973-1974 [not yet in bookstore, but should arrive soon]

Plus additional short readings (5-10 pp.) made available on Blackboard or in class.
Assignments 

Jan 10

Introductions, expectations, course overview



Ways to think about foreign relations: causes (influences, objectives, cultures, 



systems) and consequences (foreign and domestic outcomes)

Jan 17

Major Problems, ch.1: Approaching the Study of US Foreign Relations



History of US Foreign Relations Before the 20th Century
Jan 22

Major Problems, ch. 2-3: World War I & the 1920s 
The U.S. Home Front during World War I

Jan 24

After WWI: Red Scare & Palmer Raids; Sacco & Vanzetti; readings available on 



Blackboard external links page; In-class Film: Sacco & Vanzetti

Jan 29

Major Problems, ch. 4: US Entry into WWII; 

Iriye, Pearl Harbor and the Coming of the Pacific War, pp. 1-73
Jan 31

Iriye, Pearl Harbor, pp. 73-123 plus one of the essays on pp. 125-241;



First paper due: What were the most important causes and consequences of the 



Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor? (or another approved topic)
Feb 5

Major Problems, ch. 5: Defeating the Axis, Planning the Peace
Feb 7

The U.S. Home Front during World War II & the Internment of 

Japanese Americans; In-class Film: Japanese Relocation
Feb 12

The US and European Jewry: the Holocaust & the Founding of Israel

Feb 14 

Major Problems, ch. 6: Origins of the Cold War 

Hiroshima & Nagasaki; In-class Film: The Bomb
Feb 19

May, American Cold War Strategy, pp. 1-107
Feb 21

May, American Cold War Strategy, pp. 108-150 plus one of the foreign 



scholars in chapter 7; Cold War politics inside the US
Feb 26

Major Problems, ch. 7-8: Korean War & the Arms Race; 

Mid-term exam distributed
Feb 28

Take-home exam due; In-class Film: Dr. Strangelove
Spring Break

Mar 12

Major Problems, ch. 9-10: Cold War in the Third World & the 

Cuban Missile Crisis
Mar 14

Thomas E. Skidmore and Peter H. Smith, “Latin America, the U.S., and the

World” [on reserve]; In-class Film: Cuban Missile Crisis
Mar 19

Major Problems, ch. 11: Vietnam War
Mar 21

Olson & Roberts, My Lai, pp. 1-74
Mar 26

Olson & Roberts, My Lai, pp. 75-199
Mar 28

Vietnam on the Home Front: A Nation Divided
Apr 2

Second paper due: Assess the causes & consequences of President Lyndon Johnson’s

decision to increase US involvement in Vietnam in 1965. (or another approved topic) Film: Fog of War
Apr 4

Major Problems, ch. 12: Nixon, Kissinger & Détente; 

Blackboard reading on Iranian hostage crisis
Easter Break

Apr 11

Major Problems, ch. 13: Cold War Ends—What’s Next?
Apr 16

Merrill, The Oil Crisis of 1973-1974, pp. 
Apr 18

Merrill, The Oil Crisis of 1973-1974, pp. 
Apr 23

Major Problems, ch. 14: September 11, 2001 & Since: Trying to Understand How We 


Got Here; watch Noam Chomsky video on Blackboard external links (1 hour, 7 minutes)
Apr 25

The Iraq War & Its Consequences (so far)

Apr 30

Last class: evaluations, etc.

Saturday, May 5 
1pm - EXAM

