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HIS 319 Contemporary American History, Spring 2006
Course Description: An in-depth study of the United States Since 1945.  Major emphasis on foreign relations, modern capitalism, civil rights, youth revolt, women’s rights, and democracy.
Course Objectives & Educational Outcomes:

Students will:



1. gain a deeper understanding of these developments & ideas as they pertain to US history

2. develop critical thinking and analytical writing skills by engaging these concepts in class discussions and formal writing assignments.



3. hone verbal skills by delivering a formal presentation on an approved book of their choosing
Course Requirements: Although much of the class will be in lecture format, students are expected to participate in class discussions of all assigned readings. Graded work for this course includes two mid-term exams and a final exam. Exams will include short answer and essay portions. Each exam will be worth 20% of your final grade. Another 10% of your course grade will come from a book analysis and an oral presentation based on a book of your choosing. Two book quizzes from the assigned supplemental readings will comprise 10% of the course grade.  The remaining 20% of your final grade will be composed of a research project.  There will be NO MAKEUP QUIZZES, PRESENTATIONS, OR EXAMS without previous approval of the professor or unless a valid and documented excuse is provided.  NO LATE OR UNSTAPLED PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED. If you are going to be absent on the day a paper is due, you must either turn in the final paper before the due date or contact the professor and immediately submit the paper electronically.  Due dates for papers and additional assignments will be determined by the instructor and will not always mirror those appearing on the syllabus. Final grades will be based on a ten point scale (100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, Below 60=F)
Attendance: Attendance is expected.  Students must inform your professor beforehand if you will miss class for an illness or medical reason (when possible), approved religious holiday, intercollegiate athletic competition or official school activity.  As quizzes will be unannounced, frequent, undocumented absences will hurt your grade.   Any exam, quiz, presentation, or assignment of any kind missed without prior notification (where possible) and a valid reason for the absence will count as a zero.  When you miss any exam or established deadline for a legitimate reason, you have one week to contact the professor and arrange to makeup the work missed.  If you fail to contact the professor one week after missing the exam or deadline the missed work will be assigned a zero.
Inclement Weather: We will follow the official college policies and announcements.
Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
Required Texts: 
Steven M. Gillon, The American Paradox: A History of the United States Since 1945.
Mary L. Dudziak, Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy. 

Michael Schaller, Reckoning with Reagan: America and its President in the 1980s.
Supplemental readings assigned or approved by the instructor (either posted on blackboard or chosen by student)
HONOR CODE: We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith College student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Plagiarism- Any uncredited use of another’s information or ideas is plagiarism whether or not the wording is changed.  Paraphrasing another’s words without giving them credit is plagiarism!!  Students guilty of plagiarism will receive a zero on the assignment and may fail the entire course.
Anticipated Schedule of Class Topics and Readings
Week One (Beginning Jan 11-13, R): Course Introduction

Week Two (Beginning Jan 17-20, T-R): Great Depression/New Deal/ WWII Homefront
Readings: Gillon, Introduction 

Week Three (Beginning Jan 23-27 T-R): Cold War/Nuclear Age/Soviet Relations/McCarthy
Readings: Gillon, Chapter 1, Pages 65-77
Week Four (Beginning Jan 30-Feb 3, T-R): 1950s Culture/TV/Rock and Roll
Readings: Gillon, Chapter 4
Week Five (Beginning Feb 6-10, T-R):  Truman & Eisenhower Administrations/Korean War 
Readings: Gillon, Chapters 2, 3, 5
Outside Reading Choice Due
Week Six (Beginning Feb 13-17, T-R): Civil Rights
Readings: Gillon, Capter 6, Pages 161-168, 197-202
Dudziak Book Quiz
Week Seven (Beginning Feb 20-24, M-F): Kennedy Administration
Readings: Gillon, Chapters 7
1st Midterm Exam
Week Eight (Beginning Feb 27-Mar 3, M-F): Johnson & Great Society
Readings: Gillon, Chapter 8
Spring Break March 6-10, M-F

Week Nine (Beginning Mar 13-17, M-F): Vietnam
Readings: Gillon, Chapter 8
Week Ten (Beginning Mar 20-24 M-F): New Left/Counterculture 
Readings: Gillon, Chapter 9
Week Eleven (Beginning Mar 27-31, M-F): Women’s Movement/Sexual Revolution
Readings: Gillon, Chapter 11
2nd Mid Term Exam
Week Twelve (Beginning Apr 3-7, M-F): Nixon/Rising Conservatism/Watergate
Readings: Gillon, Chapter 12
Week Thirteen (Beginning Apr 10-13, M-R): Class Presentations of Outside Readings

Book Analysis Due Apr 11th (Tuesday) 
Easter Break April 14-17

Week Fourteen (Beginning Apr 18-21, T-F): Carter to the Reagan Revolution
Readings: Gillon, Chapters 12, 13
Schaller Book Quiz
Week Fifteen (Beginning Apr 24-28, MTWF-no classes on Thursday): Post-Cold War America/ Culture Wars
Readings: 14-16
Week Sixteen (Beginning May 1-2, M-T): Where do we go from here?
Research Project Due

(Beginning May 4-12) Final Exams
