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History 308

Twentieth Century Europe

M,W 2:00-3:20pm, Joyner Hall 217

COURSE DESCRIPTION


This course will examine the significant events, ideas, and social transformations that shaped Europe in its most tumultuous and destructive century ever, a century marked by wars, revolutions, genocide, and the threat of nuclear annihilation.  The course will explore, among other topics, the consequences of European imperialism; the nature and impact of mass industrialized warfare; the legacies of economic depression and cultural disillusionment; the murderous conflict of the ideologies of liberalism, communism, and fascism; the dynamics of the Cold War; the role of gender in modern mass consumer society; and the place of Europe in the global community.  The format will be a combination of lecture and discussion; film, web resources, and other media will also be employed.


COURSE OBJECTIVES
   Students will:

      1. gain a deeper understanding of these historical processes, events, and ideologies;

      2. gain a deeper understanding of the ideas, values, practices, and institutions that defined 

European development  in the twentieth century;

      3. apply their knowledge of these concepts to their understanding of the role and influence 

of Europe in the contemporary world;

      4. sharpen their analytical and critical thinking skills through engagement of course materials;

      5. improve argumentation and writing skills through course discussions and assignments.


COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Attendance & Participation (10%): 

   As part of the course you will be required to attend class regularly, complete all readings and assignments on time, and participate in all classroom discussions and activities.  As regular attendance is particularly important to the success of a survey course, more than three (3) unexcused absences will negatively affect your grade.  No quizzes are provided for in the syllabus, but if attendance and participation suffer during the term, that may change!  All assignments are due by the dates indicated; as a general rule there will be no incompletes or extensions granted.  If you have a legitimate conflict, i.e. religious holiday, official extracurricular activities, etc.- you must inform me and make arrangements well in advance (see below).

Short Essays (25%):
   Over the course of the semester you will be asked to write two short essays (5-6 pages). They will count The specifics and details regarding the papers will be announced well in advance.

Long Essay (20%):
    You will also write one longer essay (10-12 pages) on a specific problem/issue in twentieth century European history.  Again, the specifics and details of this assignment will be announced well in advance.

Exams (45%):

    There will be three (3) exams over the course of the term. They will count 15% each. The format, specifics, and expectations will be discussed in class in advance.

Disabilities, Religious Holidays, Weather, & Extracurricular Activities:

    In regard to disabilities and other special learning needs, students must make appropriate arrange-ments with me and all other relevant personnel and/or administrative offices in advance.  Please refer to the college catalog and handbook for official policies.

   In regard to religious holidays recognized by the college, students must inform me well in advance of any anticipated absences to be assured of an opportunity to make up missed work.  In like fashion, 

students participating in official extracurricular activities will generally be given an opportunity to make up missed work, but again must inform me well in advance and provide official notification prior to any missed classes.  Again, refer to the college catalog for rules and policies.

   In regard to inclement weather, we will follow official college policies and announcements.    

Statement of Honor  We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility. Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment. 

  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained. Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities. If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life. As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Required Texts:
Gilbert, Felix and David Large. The End of the European Era, 1890 to the Present (New York & London: W.W. Norton & Co., 2002)

Mazower, Mark. Dark Continent: Europe’s Twentieth Century (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1999)

Ecksteins, Modris. Rites of Spring (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1976)

Drakulic, Slavenka. How We Survived Communism and Even Laughed (New York: Harper Perennial, 1993)

& assorted articles (on reserve & Blackboard, marked by *)

Topics & Readings:
8/23
INTRODUCTION: FIN DE SIECLE EUROPE

Gilbert, pp. 3-35 

Ecksteins, pp. 1-54

8/28,   
SOCIETY, CULTURE, & THE EMBRACE OF DESTINY 




 8/30
Gilbert, pp. 36-94

*C. Adams, The Great Adventure, ch. 5-6, “Knights & Dragons” & “Civic Claustrophobia”, 

      pp. 62-84

Ecksteins, pp. 55-94

9/4
No Class- Labor Day

9/6,
THE GREAT WAR IN METHOD & MEMORY

 9/11,
Gilbert, pp. 95-133, 139-50

 9/13
Ecksteins, pp. 95-238

*P. Fritzsche, A Nation of Fliers, ch. 2, “The Image of the War Ace”, pp. 59-101

First Short Essay Due- 9/13
9/18
VERSAILLES & THE LEGACIES OF THE GREAT WAR: 

IDEALISM, APOSTASY, & NATIONALITY         

Gilbert, pp. 151-185

Mazower, pp. 41-75

Ecksteins, pp. 241-74

9/20,
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION & THE BOLSHEVIK PROJECT

 9/25
Gilbert, pp. 133-39

*R. Suny, The Soviet Experiment, ch. 3, “Socialism and Civil War”, pp. 56-95


DISCUSSION & REVIEW OF MATERIAL

9/27   
FIRST EXAM
10/2,   
INTERWAR EUROPE: BETWEEN REVOLUTIONS

 10/4
Gilbert, pp. 186-215, 224-34

Mazower, pp. 3-40, 104-115

Ecksteins, pp. 275-99

*G. Mosse, Fallen Soldiers, ch. 8, “The Brutalization of German Politics”, pp. 159-181

10/9,
THE PROMISE OF FASCISM: POLITICS, RACE, & IDEOLOGY 

 10/11
Gilbert, pp. 235-304

Mazower, pp. 76-103

Ecksteins, pp. 300-31

*G. Mosse, Fallen Soldiers, ch. 9, “Building on War”, pp. 182-200

10/16,
THE STALIN REVOLUTION

 10/18
Gilbert, pp. 215-24, 304-310

Mazower, pp. 115-37

*M. Lewin, The Making of the Soviet System, ch. 9, “State, Society, and Ideology 

      During the First Five Year Plan”, pp. 209-40


Second Short Essay Due- 10/18
10/23, 
EUROPE & TOTAL WAR: ETHNICITY & EXTERMINATION 

 10/25
Gilbert, pp. 311-48

Mazower, pp. 138-211

*R. Shandley, Unwilling Germans?, ch. 6, 11, 26-27, (Browning, Wehler, Joffe, Wipperman), 

      pp. 55-73, 93-104, 217-253

*O. Bartov, Hitler’s Army, ch. 4, “The Distortion of Reality”, pp. 106-78

10/30
FROM PEACE TO “COLD” WAR 

Gilbert, pp. 349-371

Mazower, pp. 212-249


DISCUSSION & REVIEW OF MATERIAL

11/1
SECOND EXAM

11/6,
CLASS, CONSUMERS, & COMFORT: BUILDING SOCIALISM & CAPITALISM

 11/8
Gilbert, pp. 372-412, 413-34

Mazower, pp. 250-85, 286-326

11/13, 
GENDER & COMMUNISM: FROM STAGNATION TO PERESTROIKA  

 11/15
Gilbert, pp. 434-64

Drakulic, pp. xi-197

*L. Lissyutkina, “Soviet Women at the Crossroads of Perestroika”, in Gender Politics

      and Post-Communism, pp. 274-286

*L. Kurti, “The Wingless Eros of Socialism”, pp. 55-67

11/20
SYSTEMS & COMMUNISM: FROM PERESTROIKA TO COLLAPSE

Gilbert, pp. 517-61

Mazower, pp. 361-94

*M. Kennedy, “The End of Soviet-Type Societies and the Future of Postcommunism”, 

      pp. 312-33

*A. Yurchak, “The Cynical Reason of Late Socialism: Power, Pretense, and the Anekdot”,

       pp. 161-188

11/22 
No Class- Thanksgiving Break
11/27,
THE THATCHER REVOLUTION?

 11/29
Gilbert, pp. 465-516

Mazower, pp. 327-60




12/4,
THE EUROPEAN UNION & THE FUTURE OF THE WELFARE STATE

 12/6
Gilbert, pp. 562-618

Mazower, pp. 395-403

Long Essay Due- 12/4
Final Exam: Sat., 12/9, 1:00-4:00pm
