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History 302


Modern British History

M,W 2:00-3:20pm 


Joyner Hall 111


COURSE DESCRIPTION


This course will examine the significant political, social, economic, and cultural transformations that have shaped British history in the modern era. It will explore key events and themes that influenced prominently British development, including: the nature of “Britain” as a multi-national, multi-ethnic polity; the impact and influence of Britain as a commercial, and later military, global empire; the role of Britain as a “model” of evolutionary historical development; the British experience of the two world wars; the creation of a socialist welfare state in the intellectual homeland of economic and political liberalism; and recent efforts to question and reform the post-war social and political consensus. The format will be a combination of lecture and discussion; film and other media will also be employed. 


COURSE OBJECTIVES
   Students will:

      1. gain a deeper understanding of these significant problems, issues, and events in British 

history;

      2. gain a deeper understanding of the ideas, values, practices, and institutions that defined 

British development in the modern era;

      3. apply their knowledge of these concepts to their understanding of the role and influence 

of Britain in the contemporary world;

      4. sharpen their analytical and critical thinking skills through engagement of course materials;

      5. improve argumentation and writing skills through course discussions and assignments.


COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance & Participation (10%): 

   As part of the course you will be required to attend class regularly, complete all readings and assignments on time, and participate in all classroom discussions and activities.  As regular attendance is particularly important to the success of a survey course, more than three (3) unexcused absences will negatively affect your grade.  No quizzes are provided for in the syllabus, but if attendance and participation suffer during the term, that may change!  All assignments are due by the dates indicated; as a general rule there will be no incompletes or extensions granted.  If you have a legitimate conflict, i.e. religious holiday, official extracurricular activities, etc.- you must inform me and make arrangements well in advance (see below).

Short Essays (20%):
  Over the course of the semester you will be asked to write two short essays (6-7 pages). Each will count for 10% of your final grade. The specifics and details regarding the papers will be announced well in advance.

Long Essay (20%):
   You will also write one longer essay (10 pages) on a specific problem/issue in British history.  Again, the specifics and details of this assignment will be announced well in advance.

Exams (50%):

   There will be three (3) exams over the course of the term. The first two will count 15% each, and the final 20% of your final grade.  The format and specifics will also be discussed in class in advance.

Disabilities, Religious Holidays, Weather, & Extracurricular Activities:

   In regard to disabilities and other special learning needs, students must make appropriate arrange-ments with me and all other relevant personnel and/or administrative offices in advance.  Please refer to the college catalog and handbook for official policies.

   In regard to religious holidays recognized by the college, students must inform me well in advance of any anticipated absences to be assured of an opportunity to make up missed work.  In like fashion, 

students participating in official extracurricular activities will generally be given an opportunity to make up missed work, but again must inform me well in advance and provide official notification prior to any missed classes.  Again, refer to the college catalog for rules and policies.

   In regard to inclement weather, we will follow official college policies and announcements.    

Statement of Honor  We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility. Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment. 

  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained. Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities. If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life. As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Required Texts:
Roberts, Clayton, David Roberts, and Douglas Bisson. A History of England, vol. II: 1688 

to the Present 4th ed.  (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2002).  

Reitan, Earl. Politics, War, and Empire: The Rise of Britain to a World Power 1688-

1792 (Harvest House, 1994).

Marsden, Gordon, ed. Victorian Values: Personalities and Perspectives in Nineteenth-

Century Society (London & New York: Longman, 1998).

Weiner, Martin. English Culture and the Decline of the Industrial Spirit, 1850-1980
(Cambridge & New York: Cambridge University Press, 1981).

& assorted articles & documents (on reserve, marked by *)

Topics & Readings:
1/11
INTRODUCTION & THEMATIC OVERVIEW OF COURSE
1/16
No Class- Martin Luther King Day
1/18
FROM RESTORATION TO THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION


Reitan, pp. 1-32


*Roberts, A History of England vol. 1, ch.16, pp. 397-426
*S. Schama, A History of Britain, chs.4-5, pp. 255-61, 285-89, 308-30 
1/23,
WAR, COMMERCE, & POWER: TOWARD A AGREAT BRITAIN@
  1/25
Roberts, pp. 408-68
Reitan, pp. 32-97
1/30 
KING GEORGE, EMPIRE, & THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION


Roberts, pp. 517-40

Reitan, pp. 98-154

2/1,
BRITAIN TRANSFORMED: THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

 2/6
Roberts, pp. 469-516, 541-65
*E.P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class, ch.12, pp. 401-47
2/8,
THEORY, PRACTICE, & THE GOSPEL OF LIBERALISM

 2/13
Roberts, pp. 566-92

Marsden, pp. 77-137 (Tosh-Matthew)
First Short Essay Due- 2/8
2/15,
FREEDOM, ORDER, & PROGRESS: THE VICTORIAN SOCIAL CONSENSUS

 2/20
Roberts, pp. 593-654

Marsden, pp. 1-75, 139-50, 165-213, 231-54 (Intro.-Yates, Summers, Fraser-Press, 

   Jones-Rowbotham)

DISCUSSION & REVIEW OF MATERIAL

2/22
FIRST EXAM
2/27
THE PAX BRITANNICA: RACE, GENDER, & AMBIGUITIES OF EMPIRE

Roberts, pp. 655-81


Marsden, pp. 215-29, 271-81 (Birkett, Judd)

*S. Cook, Colonial Encounters in the Age of High Imperialism, ch.6, pp. 113-45

3/1
AN ERA OF CRISIS?: GENDER, CLASS, NATION, & QUESTIONS OF IDENTITY


Roberts, pp. 682-711

Marsden, pp. 151-64, 255-69 (Fisher, Rich)
Weiner, pp. 1-72
3/6-3/8-
No Class- Spring Break

3/13
AN ERA OF CRISIS?: GENDER, CLASS, NATION, & QUESTIONS OF IDENTITY


Roberts, pp. 682-711

Marsden, pp. 151-64, 255-69 (Fisher, Rich)


Weiner, pp. 1-72

3/15,
BRITAIN & THE GREAT WAR: CLASSES & ORDERS INTO BATTLE

 3/20
Roberts, pp. 713-35
*G. Robb, British Culture and the First World War, ch.3, pp. 67-95

 *D. Winter, Death’s Men, intro.-ch.2, ch.4, ch.14, pp. 15-49, 63-69, 223-234
3/22
BRITAIN & THE GREAT WAR: THE MOBILIZATION OF EMPIRE
Roberts, pp. 735-39
*G. Robb, British Culture and the First World War, intro.-ch.1, pp. 1-31
Second Short Essay Due- 3/22
3/27
DISILLUSIONMENT, DEPRESSION, & MEMORIES OF WAR 

 
Roberts, pp. 741-71

Weiner, pp. 72-126


*L. James, The Rise and Fall of the British Empire, chs.6-7, 428-450
3/29,
AOUR FINEST HOUR@: BRITAIN & WORLD WAR II

 4/3
Roberts, pp. 772-800


*L. James, The Rise and Fall of the British Empire, chs.11-12, 469-521

DISCUSSION & REVIEW OF MATERIAL
4/5
SECOND EXAM
4/10, 
“PEOPLE’S VICTORY” AT HOME, RETREAT FROM EMPIRE ABROAD:
 4/12
   SOCIALIST BRITAIN & THE COMFORTABLE SOCIETY

Roberts, pp. 801-19, 842-71

Weiner, pp. 127-54

4/17
No Class- Easter Recess
4/19 
DECLINE, DE-INDUSTRIALIZATION, DE-MODERNIZATION?


Roberts, pp. 819-30

Weiner, pp. 157-70

*A. Sked, Britain=s Decline, ch. 3, pp. 40-81
4/24, 
THE THATCHER REVOLUTION!?

 4/26
Roberts, pp. 830-42

*D. Kavanagh, Thatcherism and British Politics, ch. 9, pp. 246-80

Long Essay Due- 4/26
5/1
EUROPE OR ENGLAND?: BLAIR, THE EURO, & THE FUTURE OF BRITAIN

Final Exam: Fri., 5/5, 1:00pm-4:00pm
