 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dr. Dan Fountain (fountain@meredith.edu) 
Phone: Office 760-2825; Home 469-0686 (No calls before 6am or after 9pm) 
Office Hours (Room 114 A Joyner Hall): MTWTF 10-11, Or By Appointment


HIS 215 American History Since 1876, Spring 2005 MWF 12-12:50, 126 Joyner
Course Description: The development of modern America. Emphasis on expansion, industrialism, urbanization, race relations, and the growth of federal power.
Course Objectives & Educational Outcomes:

Students will:



1. gain a deeper understanding of these developments & ideas as they pertain to US history

2. develop critical thinking and analytical writing skills by engaging these concepts in class discussions and formal writing assignments.



3. hone verbal skills by delivering a formal presentation on an approved book of their choosing
Course Requirements: Although much of the class will be in lecture format, students are expected to participate in class discussions of all assigned readings. Graded work for this course includes two mid-term exams and a final exam. Exams will include short answer and essay portions. Each exam will be worth 20% of your final grade. Another 20% of your course grade will come from two essays and an oral presentation based on supplemental readings. The remaining 20% of your final grade will be determined by weekly to semi-weekly quizzes based on your assigned readings, attendance, and class participation. Because quizzes will be unannounced, PUNCTUALITY IS ESSENTIAL. There will be NO MAKEUP QUIZZES OR EXAMS without previous approval of the professor or unless a valid and documented excuse is provided.  NO LATE OR UNSTAPLED PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED. Due dates for papers and additional assignments will be determined by the instructor and will not always mirror those appearing on the syllabus. Final grades will be based on a ten point scale (100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, Below 60=F)
Attendance: Attendance is required. Students 15 minutes late for a class will be deemed absent. The instructor alone will make this determination. Three unexcused tardies will be counted as one unexcused absence. Students sleeping in class will be marked as absent.  Students must inform your professor well ahead of time if you will miss class for an approved religious holiday, intercollegiate athletic competition or official school activity.  More than three unexcused absences will reduce your final grade by one full grade level.
Inclement Weather: We will follow the official college policies and announcements.
Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
Required Texts: 
Bailyn, Dallek, Davis, et al., The Great Republic: A History of the American People, 4th edition. 

Ida B. Wells, Southern Horrors and Other Writings. 

David Nasaw, Children of the City: At Work & Play.
Supplemental readings approved by the instructor.
HONOR CODE: We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith College student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Anticipated Schedule of Class Topics and Readings
Week One (Beginning Jan 12-14, W-F): Course Introduction, Reconstruction
Reading: Bailyn, Chapter 20-21
Week Two (Beginning Jan 18-21, T-F): Reconstruction Cont’d, The New South, Jim Crow, and The Lost Cause
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 20-21, Wells, all
Week Three (Beginning Jan 24-28 M-F): The West
Readings: Bailyn, 102-118
Paper Due Jan 28th
Week Four (Beginning Jan 31-Feb 4, M-F): The Rise of Big Business & the Labor Movement
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 22
Week Five (Beginning Feb 7-11, M-F):  Urban America & The Gilded Age
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 23
Outside Reading Choice Due
Week Six (Beginning Feb 14-18, M-F): Imperialism
Readings: Bailyn, 255-276
1st Midterm Exam
Week Seven (Beginning Feb 21-25, M-F): Progressivism, Woodrow Wilson & World War I
Readings: Bailyn, 277-285, Chapter 27, Nasaw, all
Week Eight (Beginning Feb 28-Mar 4, M-F): Roaring 20s/ Modernism vs Traditionalism/ Republican Retrenchment
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 28
Spring Break March 7-11, M-F

Week Nine (Beginning Mar 14-18, M-F): The Great Depression & New Deal
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 29
Week Ten (Beginning Mar 21-24 M-R): World War II at Home & Abroad
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 30
Easter Break Mar 25-28

Week Eleven (Beginning Mar 29-Apr 1, T-F): Cold War/ McCarthyism and American Culture
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 31
2nd Mid Term Exam
Week Twelve (Beginning Apr 4-8, M-F): The Civil Rights Movement
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 31-32
Week Thirteen (Beginning Apr 11-15, M-F): The Great Society & the 1960s
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 31-32
Week Fourteen (Beginning Apr 18-22, M-F): Class Presentations of Outside Readings
Paper Due Apr 18th
Week Fifteen (Beginning Apr 25-29, M-F): Watergate, the 1970s, the Reagan Revolution
Readings: Bailyn, Chapter 33-34
Week Sixteen (Beginning May 2-3, M-T): Review
(Beginning May 5-13) Final Exams
