Title: Technology Fluency Plan for Majors in History, Public History and International Studies with History Core
General Areas of Technology Fluency for Majors
Etiquette/Best Practices: Students must understand when and where it is appropriate to use technology within a wide variety of social and professional settings.  Technology provides individuals with the ability to communicate more easily with the world and be productive in ways and at times that have not traditionally been available for working.  Students need to understand that while working on a presentation or instant messaging on a laptop is appropriate during lunch or while riding in a car, doing the same in a lecture or in a boardroom meeting is not.  Unprofessional or discourteous conduct related to technology is detrimental to professional advancement and must be eliminated for our students to succeed.  Additionally, while multi-tasking is a reality of the workplace, students need to realize that at some point the law of diminishing returns prevails and the overall quality of their work suffers when they attempt to do many things simultaneously.  The classroom is not the locale for completing homework, text messaging others, exploring the internet, or downloading music.  It is our goal to teach students common sense rules about how to use technology in beneficial but appropriate ways.  Each faculty member will handle this individually by directly addressing the class as a whole, speaking with students who violate appropriate standards individually, or including a formal policy statement in course syllabi.  

Concepts or skills related to demonstrating fluency: Classroom use of laptops; cell phone courtesy; multi-tasking; ethical 
& legal issues regarding use of technology (plagiarism, fair use, copyright); professionalism (Facebook, MySpace, Blogs, 
Webpages)
Document creation, editing, storage, sharing: Students will demonstrate that they can create, edit, store, and share documents or other media with faculty.  This will routinely occur in virtually every course offered in the department but will be explicitly demonstrated in the department’s methods course and during senior project/thesis instruction.  Students will submit electronic copies of their drafts and final papers to the instructors of record.

Concepts or skills related to demonstrating fluency: Word processing; saving to multiple devices/formats; email with 
attachments; Posting to file sharing sites (Digital Locker)
Accessing of Information: Students will demonstrate that they can successfully employ the most important searching techniques to locate and access resources that are located in repositories that are both on and off the Meredith College campus.  This includes understanding how to use older technologies such as microfilm and microfiche machines as well as newer electronic databases, catalogs, and archives.  Students will use these techniques to locate and then interpret and incorporate primary and secondary sources into their research.  These skills will be part of many courses offered in the department but will be directly assessed in the methods courses and senior project/thesis instruction.

Concepts or skills related to demonstrating fluency: Internet, Database, & Catalog searching; Microfilm & Microfiche; 
Inter-Library Loan; Blackboard
Information Evaluation: Students must be able to understand the characteristics of a good source and the signs that a source is less useful for research purposes.  In general, students must explicitly understand that good research does not begin and end on the internet.  Students will learn to include sources from a variety of formats and from multiple perspectives.  Good research practices related to the evaluation of source materials will be taught and assessed in the methods courses and senior project/thesis instruction.

Concepts or skills related to demonstrating fluency: Internet credibility (CARS standard- Credibility, Accuracy, 
Reasonable, Support); critical evaluation of traditional published sources in history.
Communication of Information: History students must be able to communicate effectively to others their ideas, arguments and research findings.  Where appropriate, student presentations should be accompanied by thoughtful uses of technology that enhance the audience’s understanding of the materials presented.  In all cases the use of images and sound to accompany text should be configured in a manner that supports the overall objectives of the presentation.  All History, Public History, and International Studies majors will present their research projects in the methods course and Senior Seminar.  If they are unsuccessful in demonstrating fluency in these two courses the department will arrange for another evaluated public research presentation (Celebrating Student Achievement Day, Reading Day ceremonies, etc….).

Concepts or skills related to demonstrating fluency: Data projection; creation, and use of multi-media materials
Assessment Plan
To fulfill the technology fluency requirement a student must successfully demonstrate her mastery of components of fluency in specified courses.  A failure to demonstrate fluency on the required components will be noted and communicated to faculty members teaching courses designated as technology fluency checkpoints.  This will be accomplished through a checklist which will be given to each student taking HIS 334 with an electronic copy housed on Digital Locker and with her Academic Advisor.  The checklist will also be available to the instructors of HIS 495 and HIS 498/499.  This checklist will identify fluency areas that were met during 334 as well as those that must be met in either Senior Seminar (HIS 495) or during the senior project/thesis (HIS 498-9).  The student will review the checklist with the faculty member teaching 495 and the senior project/thesis director so that these outstanding requirements can be met during that semester.  For example, a student who fails to demonstrate that she can effectively evaluate website materials while taking a methods course must do so at some point in her thesis research.  The faculty member supervising her will be able to determine this deficiency by reviewing the form on Digital Locker and must certify that the student has demonstrated this component of fluency during her senior project/thesis work.  Students must demonstrate fluency in each of the outlined areas in order to meet the graduation requirement.
The department’s methods course, Senior Seminar, and senior project/thesis courses will provide three primary instances of instruction where students will have the opportunity to demonstrate technology fluency.  The successful completion and presentation of an Honors Thesis or Senior Research Project (required of all majors) will in most cases cover all areas of the technology fluency requirement.  At the conclusion of each semester the Registrar will be given a list of all History, Public History, and International Studies with History Core students who have completed this graduation requirement.  (Beginning Fall 2008)
Technology Fluency Checklist for Graduation
History/Public History/IS(History) Majors
This sheet must be given to the supervising faculty member for HIS 498 or 499 at the beginning of the semester in which you take that course.

Student Information
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________



First


Middle


Last

Student ID Number ________________________Class_________________ Major ________________________

Document creation, editing, storage, sharing

Students will demonstrate that they can create, edit, store, and share documents or other media with faculty.  Students will submit electronic copies of their drafts and final papers to the instructors of record.

Fluency Met:
 ____ Yes ____ No

HIS 334 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____ Yes ____ No

HIS 495 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____ Yes ____ No

HIS 498/499 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____Yes ____ No

Other ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________

Accessing of Information

Students will demonstrate that they can successfully employ the most important searching techniques to locate and access resources that are located in repositories that are both on and off the Meredith College campus.  This includes understanding how to use older technologies such as microfilm and microfiche machines as well as newer electronic databases, catalogs, and archives.  Students will use these techniques to locate and then interpret and incorporate primary and secondary sources into their research.  

Fluency Met:
 ____ Yes ____ No

HIS 334 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____ Yes ____ No

HIS 495 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____ Yes ____ No

HIS 498/499 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____Yes ____ No

Other ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________

Information Evaluation

Students must be able to understand what the characteristics of a good source are and what are signs that a source is less useful for research purposes.  In general, students must explicitly understand that good research does not begin and end on the internet.  Students will learn to include sources from a variety of formats and from multiple perspectives.

Fluency Met:
 ____ Yes ____ No

HIS 334 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____ Yes ____ No

HIS 495 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____ Yes ____ No

HIS 498/499 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____Yes ____ No

Other ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________

Communication of Information

History students must be able to communicate effectively ideas, arguments and research findings to others.  Where appropriate, student presentations should be accompanied by thoughtful uses of technology that enhance the audience’s understanding of the materials presented.  In all cases the use of images and sound to accompany text should be configured in a manner that supports the overall objectives of the presentation.

Fluency Met:
 ____ Yes ____ No

HIS 334 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____ Yes ____ No

HIS 495 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____ Yes ____ No

HIS 498/499 ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________



____Yes ____ No

Other ____
Faculty Signature ________________________________________

*If fluency is met through the “other” category please explain how this was achieved on the back of this form or attach a separate sheet to this form. Students only need to demonstrate fluency in each category once, not in each of the courses listed above.
