POL 949
THINKING ABOUT THE NEWS
FALL 2011


Instructor: Clyde Frazier						Office Hours: 10-11 MWF; 2-3:20 TTH
Joyner 224; Ext: 8540; frazierc@meredith.edu			Home Telephone: 919-929-6249						
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course will utilize current news and opinion articles to increase students’ 	awareness of contemporary domestic and international political issues and develop critical thinking 	skills.  Students will learn the difference between fact and opinion, between assertion and evidence 	and between liberal and conservative perspectives on contemporary issues.  They will analyze the 	differences between divergent perspectives on the same issues and events.  

LEARNING OBJECTIVES - Students will:
	1.  Apply skills of reason, critique and creative thought.
	2.  Utilize and communicate critical thinking skills through reading, writing and speaking.
	3.  Integrate and evaluate knowledge from a variety of sources and disciplines.
	4.  Raise important questions and formulate solutions to complex problems.
	5.  Develop intellectual curiosity by thinking independently and being active in the learning process.
	6.  Practice metacognition by analyzing, assessing and reconstructing their ways of thinking.
	7.  Exercise open-mindedness to new ideas or ways of thinking.
	8.  Learn about the most important political issues facing the United States today.
	9.  Learn the difference between liberal and conservative approaches to those issues.
           10.  Develop their own perspective and contribute to the debate. 

TEXTS: There is no textbook for this class, you will access current news and opinion articles via the web. 		It will be essential to have access to a reliable printer.  
	
GRADE: 10%	Class Attendance - Perfect attendance =100.
			Grade will be reduced 10 points for each UNEXCUSED absence.
			To request an excuse, submit a note with your name, the date and reason for absence.
			Notes should be submitted at the next class period.  Late notes may not be accepted.
	20%	Participation - Class will be conducted almost entirely by discussion.
			You will be called on to participate on a regular basis and can volunteer freely.
	15%	Articles - You will read at least 4 articles to prepare for each class.
			Bring an annotated hard copy of each article to class.
			Grading will be based on the quality of articles and of your annotations.
	15%	Homework - You will have short written homework assignments for most classes. These will 				require you to apply the critical thinking techniques learned in class to the articles.  
	20%	Issue Background Reports - Three times during the semester you will choose an issue area for 				special focus.  You will read one article on the topic for each class session and write a 				background report (1000 words) explaining the issue and focusing on critical analysis of 				the different perspectives for dealing with the issue. 
	20%	Opinion Columns - After completing your background report, you will write a (6-800 word) 				opinion column relating to each of your focus areas.  Each  column will be submitted in 				draft form for feedback and revised for final submission.
	LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE PENALIZED - GRADES ARE CALCULATED USING A 10 POINT SCALE


DUE DATES FOR BACKGROUND REPORTS AND OPINION COLUMNS

		8/23 - first focus topic due
		9/15 - first background report due - second focus topic due
		9/22 -draft of first opinion column due
		10/4 - final version of first opinion column due
		10/18 - second background report due - third focus topic due
		10/27 - draft of second opinion column due
		11/8 - final version of second opinion column due
		11/15 - third background report due
		11/22 - draft of third opinion column due
		12/5 - 1pm - final version of third opinion column due

ARTICLE HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS

	You will typically have a significant amount of choice about the articles you read for each class.  When specific articles are assigned, those assignments will be posted on the Blackboard site for this class as will the written homework assignments.  These written assignments will require the following analytic tasks and will proceed in roughly the following order:

		Summary & Paraphrase
		Distinguishing Assertion from Evidence
		Analyzing an Argument
		Evaluating an Argument
		Analyzing Disagreements
		Understanding Differences in Perspective
		Understanding the Difference between Liberalism & Conservatism
		Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
		Understanding Tone

	Your typical reading assignment will be to read at least 4 articles for each class, though you may certainly do more, but quality is more important than quantity and your annotations are equally as important as the articles.  You will bring an annotated hard copy of each article to class.  The annotations should pick out the key points in each article as well as indicating your questions, reactions and critical analysis.  They sould also prepare you to talk about your articles in class.  Grading will be based on the number & quality of articles and the thoroughness of your annotations.

	Often you will have some assigned articles and some choice about what you read.  Unless instructed otherwise, in addition to your assigned articles you should read one article related to your issue focus and one longer, more detailed article from a magazine or think tank site (these can be the same article).  Whenever you can, you should read 2 opinion articles which take opposing perspectives on the same issue.  Please label the issue focus article on the first page.

	Please bring a 3x5 card to each class with your name and the name and title (or subject) of the article you are most interested in talking about.  Turn the cards in at the beginning of class.
		


WHERE TO FIND ARTICLES & COLUMNS

	There is an abundance of sources for news and opinion writing on politics.  The suggestions below are some of the best and most widely read, but you will find many other useful sites.
	The newspapers with the greatest national influence are the New York Times and the Washington Post.  Indeed many regional papers consist largely of stories which originally appeared in one of these papers.  Though the editorials in both papers tend to be liberal, they have excellent op-ed pages with a diverse mixture of viewpoints.  Two conservative newspapers are the Washington Times and the Wall Street Journal.  Their opinion content is almost uniformly conservative.  There are some limitations on access to the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal.
	Most large cities have newspapers which do at least some original reporting.  You can find their websites through www.ajr.org, and you can also find magazines and foreign newspapers through this site.  You will find little of value in weekly papers or those from smaller cities.  They simply don't have the budgets to cover national issues except as they affect their local areas.
	SOURCES TO AVOID: ap, yahoo news, cnn news, fox, msnbc.  These websites primarily provide news headlines.  The stories are short and contain little analysis.  USA today is similar to these sites in many ways.  One good rule of thumb is to look for stories that take 3 or more pages in your browser. 
	Magazines are great sources of in depth stories.  There is an abundance of magazines but a couple of the most useful are: The Atlantic, Harper's, The New Republic, The Nation, The American Prospect (all liberal), and The National Review & The Weekly Standard (both conservative).  A couple of web only publications are also excellent sources Politico.com and TheHill.com. Heritage.org is the website of the premier conservative think tank and Cato.org of the most prominent libertarian think tank.
	
TOP COLUMNISTS

	You will often be assigned to find differing perspectives on the same issue.  One way to do so is to look at what liberal and conservative columnists have to say about the issue.  To help you do this here is a list of the most widely read columnists sorted by the political perspective and roughly in order of the number of readers they have.  Most have archives of their columns available on the web.  An asterisk * after the name indicates my view that these are especially likely to be useful and interesting.

		CONSERVATIVE						LIBERAL
		George Will							Leonard Pitts, Jr
		*Kathleen Parker						Maureen Dowd
		Cal Thomas							**Paul Krugman
		*Charles Krauthammer					*E. J. Dionne
		**David Brooks						Eugene Robinson
		Thomas Sowell						Clarence Page
		Jonah Goldberg						Bob Herbert
		Ruben Navarette						Richard Cohen
		Bill O'Reilly							Ruth Marcus

	There are a couple of useful tools for finding opinion columns.  dailyoped.com lists all of the columns in major papers around the country each day.  townhall.com provides access to conservative opinion while liberalopinion.com does the same thing for liberal columns.  Not all content on liberalopinion.com is available for free.


MISCELLANEOUS INFO
Grades:   Are calculated using a 10 point scale.
Disability:	Accommodations will be made for documented disability as required by law.
Bad Weather:	Class will be held unless the College cancels classes.  Call 832-8878 for information.
Honor Code:	We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.
	If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.
	In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
	



