MEREDITH COLLEGE

Political Science 498/9: Honors Thesis/ Senior Research 

Autumn 2011
	Instructor: Jeffrey D. Martinson
	Office Phone:  760- 2349

	Office: Joyner 220 

Office Hours: M-Th 12 noon-1 PM, F by appt. 
	Home Phone:  327-4729   (Before 9 pm)
Email: martinso@meredith.edu

	
	


Course Description and Goals: 

Students will formulate and execute an original research project of their own choosing which will culminate in a final paper.  The course requires students to draw on skills and information developed over the course of their entire undergraduate experience and provides a capstone experience for students majoring in Political Science, Law and Justice, and International Studies.  In addition to meeting requirements for those majors, POL 498/499 also meets the General Education requirements for Experiential Learning, Writing Intensive Courses, Information Literacy, and Social and Behavioral Science. 

The course will combine group work with individual consultation with a faculty research sponsor (FRS).  The aim of the group work is to help students identify viable research topics and resources for carrying out those topics.  In addition, the group will provide an opportunity for students to report on the results of their research.  10% of the final grade in the course will be assigned for attending group meetings and completing the required assignments/ oral reports.   (The other 90% is the FRS’s grade for the paper.  See below.)  Each of the 6 meetings and 3 assignments is worth an equal portion of your final grade. 
Students are expected to attend class.  Beginning with the third unexcused absence, student final grades will be reduced 10%.  Excused absences from examinations can only be obtained in advance or for medical or other emergencies.

The majority of the work for this course will be done by students working independently in consultation with their faculty research sponsor.  The exact schedule of meetings and the grading scheme for the remaining 90% of the course will be determined by the student’s faculty research sponsor, but students will generally be expected to attend conferences weekly or bi-weekly and regularly turn in work indicating progress on their research projects.  The final paper will be graded using the Politics 498/499 Paper Evaluation Checklist attached to this syllabus.

Students taking this course as POL 498 must also meet the requirements for the Honors or Teaching Fellows programs as well as those of the department.

Educational Outcomes:
By semester-end, students will  
1) know basic theoretical frameworks within the field of political science;

2) explain scientific discovery and process, and the ability to explain the primary research 
methods of the field;

3) connect primary supporting research with a particular theoretical position in the field;

4) apply theoretically-based explanations and solutions to individual behavior or societal 
phenomena;

5) solve problems by analyzing data, thinking critically, and selecting optimal results. 
Requirements
All requirements are due on their assigned date and there are no make-ups.  The grading weights and the dates when requirements are due are as follows:

	Mandatory Sessions

	Class 1
	August 18
	11%

	Class 2
	August 23
	11%

	Class 3
	Library Session, Date TBA
	11%

	Class 4
	September 29
	11%

	Class 5
	October 27
	11%

	Class 6
	November 29
	11%

	In-Class Reports

	3-4 Minute Lit Review Report
	September 29
	11%

	3-4 Minute Prelim Research Report
	October 27
	11%

	6-10 Minute Research Report
	November 29
	11%


Final Letter Grades
Final scores are determined using the weights mentioned above and according to the breakdowns listed below:    
A:   90-100         B:   80-89      C:   70-79       D:   60-69      F:   0-59  
Meredith Code of Honor
We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.   If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Students with Disabilities
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
Weather

We will follow the college policy on inclement weather. 

Course Timeline
The following lists the tentative assignments for the semester.  Dates preceded by an asterisk are the mandatory, graded sessions listed above under requirements.  
*8/18

Course Policy & Procedure; How to identify a research topic.

*8/23

Evaluating possible research topics.
Students who have not completed the Research Course Information Form will continue to meet weekly until they have done so.

 8/25
--
Evaluating possible research topics

*TBA
--
Library Session

*9/29
--
3-4 minute oral literature review or annotated bibliography (as assigned by 


FRS)

*10/27--
3-4 minute preliminary oral report on research

11/19 --
Complete draft of paper (with bibliography and citations) due to FRS by noon

11/21
--
Conference on Draft Paper with Faculty research Sponsor

*11/29 --
6-10 minute oral report of research results
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