Rogers-Pol 350-Fall08


Congress and the Presidency-POL 350

Fall 2008

Instructor: Frank E. Rogers

Office: Joyner 201E

Class Hours: MWF   11:00-11:50 Joyner 217
Tel  760-882
6
 

Office Hours MWF  10-11,  MW 2-3

Home 919 967-0974


 and by appointment


email- rogersfr@meredith.edu







Course Description: This course will examine the elective branches of  government; the Congress and the President. Students will examine the structure of each branch separately and then study the relationship of each branch to the other. 

Course Objectives & Educational Outcomes: Provide students with a significant understanding of both the process and the outcome of  American domestic and foreign policy at the national level. This course is centered on the premise that education is a self-empowering experience and that knowledge of the American political system will translate into action (i.e., discussion outside the classroom, participation in political events, etc.).  As such, the expected learning outcomes include:  


1 
Improve your  knowledge of the basic institutions of the American political 

system-particularly the Congress and the Presidency

2. Engage in political dialogue with fellow students about current issues

3. Improve your understanding of the current political issues under discussion.

4. Know the basic theoretical frameworks which have been developed to understand American politics and apply them to the behavior of individuals, organizations and institutions.

5. Improve your oral communications skills by engaging in political dialogue about current issues.

6. Know basic theoretical frameworks within the particular field of study or discipline;

7. Explain social scientific discovery and process, and the ability to explain the primary research methods of the field;

8. Connect primary supporting research with a particular theoretical position in the field;

9. Apply theoretically-based explanation and solutions to individual behavior or societal phenomena;

10. Solve problems by analyzing data, thinking critically, and selecting optimal results

Text: Lance LeLoup and Steven Shull, The President and Congress, Longman-Pearson, 2003, 2d ed.  In addition to the basic text there may be additional readings which will be distributed in class or placed on library reserve.

Grades: The course will consist of two tests, two written book reports combined with oral class reports and occasional unannounced quizzes. The final grade will be based on the average of the weighted grades- Test 1-20% , final exam- 20% each, book reports-20% each, Class exercise, quizzes and class attendance/participation-20%.   The grading scale used is as follows: 90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; 59 and below = F.

Class Attendance and Participation.

Consistent class attendance and participation is expected and required. Any missed classes must be explained and accounted for.   Participation is based on my estimation of your contribution to the class discussion and level of engagement in the class throughout the semester.  Any missed quizzes due to absences cannot be made up.  Students will be penalized 10% of their class participation grade for every unexcused absence from class.

Inclement Weather Policy:

In the event of inclement weather, please check the college announcement for cancellations.  You can call (919) 832-8878 for information.  In general, the class will meet if the college is open.

Students with Disabilities: 

Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
Statement of Honor:

We, the Meredith Community are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.  

Course Schedule 


Week 1- Course Overview and Introduction



Readings: Text-LeLoup and Shull, chap 1.



Library Reserve-U.S. Constitution- Articles 1,2


Aug 29- Book Report Selections-email to rogersfr@bellsouth.net

Week 2-3- Shared Governance and the Constitution



Readings:  Text-LeLoup and Shull, chap 2



Library Reserve- The Federalist Papers




The Congress- LVII,LXII




The Presidency-LXIX,LXX


Week 4-5- The Presidency and Policymaking



Readings:  Text-LeLoup and Shull, chap 3


 Sept 29- 1st Book Report


Weeks 6-7- The Congress and Policymaking



Readings:  Text-LeLoup and Shull, chap 4


Test #1- Oct 3


Weeks 8-9  Foreign Policymaking



(No class Oct 10)



Readings:  Text-LeLoup and Shull, chap 5


Week 10- Civil Rights



Readings:  Text-LeLoup and Shull, chap 6


Weeks 11-12- Economic and Budget Policy.



Readings:  Text-LeLoup and Shull, chap 7


Nov 3-2d Book Report


Week 13- Social Welfare Policy.



Readings:  Text-LeLoup and Shull, chap 8


Weeks 14-15- Shared Governance



Readings:  Text-LeLoup and Shull, chap 9


Thanksgiving Holiday- no class Nov 26,28



Last day of class- Dec 3


Final Exam-- Sat- Dec 6, 9-12 am

Course Format


As an advanced course in Political Science POL 350 will be primarily a seminar type course with students contributing and participating in the class discussion as much, if not more than, the instructor.  To achieve that end students must come to class prepared to discuss the topics of interest for that day. That means having read the assignment of the week and being aware and knowledgeable of major contemporary developments in Washington regarding the Congress and the President. Class participation -both regular attendance and active participation in class discussions -will account for 20% of the final course grade. In addition to a discussion of historical events regarding the Congress and the President as reflected in the text book and readings, students are also expected to be able to discuss ongoing contemporary events as they relate to the legislative and executive branches. At the end of each week the class will discuss the major activities that have taken place between the Congress and the President. To do that each student is expected to keep up with news accounts of contemporary developments in Washington and be able to discuss and assess the importance or relevance of them.  With the current availability of Internet access there are numerous sources of information to do that but two of the most detailed, reliable and analytical sources are The New York Times and The Washington Post- both available on line and at the library. Also the nightly news reports of PBS' The News hour with Jim Lehrer and the Friday night presentation of  Washington Week in Review are also exceptional sources of the recent activities of the Congress and the White House.  An excellent source on-line source of detailed activities within the U.S. Congress is the Library of Congress's website Thomas- (www.thomas.loc.gov).  There will be a class project using this particular resource. 

Class Project

The objective of this exercise is to use information from the Library of Congress' website THOMAS to analyze some of the activities of the two Senators currently competing for the office of President of the United States- Senator John McCain and Senator Barack Obama. The class will be divided into two working groups- one assigned to each Senator. Each group will analyze the number, type,  importance and meaningfulness of the Congressional legislation that each has introduced during the current legislative session.  Each group will make a report to the class, using a power point format, and submit a brief written report as well.  The class report should take about 10-15 minutes and the group should be prepared to answer questions about their data and their report. The group presentations are scheduled for Oct 17 and the grade for this exercise will count for 50% of each student's class participation grade.

Book Review


Each student will complete two book reviews as part of the course assignment. Students should send an email to me by Aug 29 indicating which two books they have selected from the list.  No two students can review the same book so I will respond in an email to your selection and let you know if it has  been approved. Selections other than those on the list may be approved if they are major studies of either the Congress or the Presidency.


The first book report is due by Sept 29, 2008 and the second by November 3, 2008.  Each written report must be submitted by the start of the class period on the scheduled day, in printed form (typed double spaced in 12 pt font).  It should consist of a descriptive essay reviewing  the major conclusions of the author along with a personal assessment of how well written the book is and what contribution, if any, it makes to the reader's knowledge and understanding of the course material. The essays will be evaluated in terms of both substance and style (grammar, spelling, punctuation, etc).  Each student will also make an oral presentation to the class of her book. A schedule will be distributed by the instructor to all students within the first couple weeks of class. These reports should be 10-12 minutes long and students should expect to be questioned by students and the instructor about the book and their report following their presentation.

Books on the Congress.

Baker, Peter. The Breach.

Birnbaum and Murray. Showdown at Gucci Gulch

Cohen, Richard.  Changing Course in Washington: Clinton and the New Congress

Baker, Peter. The Breach. 

Elving, Ron.  Conflict and Compromise

           How Congress Makes a Law

Gimpel, James. Fulfilling the Contract: The First 100 Day 

Harris, Fred. In Defense of Congress:  Deadlock or Decision: The U.S. Senate and the Rise of National Politics

Hess, Stephen.  The Ultimate Insider

Hardeman and Bacon.  Rayburn: A Biography

Maraniss, David and Michael Weisskopf. Tell Newt to Shut Up

Mayer and Abramson.  Strange Justice

Moynihan.  Miles To Go  

O’Neil, Tip.  The Man of the House.

Price, David.  The Congressional Experience

Reedy, George.  The U.S. Senate.

Redman, Eric.  The Dance of Legislation

The Presidency

Ambrose, Stephen.  Eisenhower the President

Ambrose, Stephen.  Nixon

Bernstein, Irvin.  Guns or Butter.

Cannon, Lou.  The Role of a Lifetime

Clark, Richard.  Against All Enemies.

Clinton, Bill.  Between Hope and History.

Cronin, Thomas.  The State of the Presidency

Dugger, Ron.  On Reagan

Edel.  The Reagan Presidency.

Evans and Novak.  Nixon in the White House

Green, Fitzhugh.  George Bush: An Intimate Portrait.

Gosnell.  The Truman Crises.

Halberstam.  The Best and The Brightest

Halderman.  The Halderman Diaries

Haas.  Jimmy Carter and the Politics of Frustration.

Hohenberg, John.  The Bill Clinton Story: Winning the Presidency.

Johnson, Haynes  Sleep Walking through History

Jordan, Hamilton.  Crisis.  

Lacey, Michael.  The Truman Presidency

Lasch, Joseph.  Dealers and Dreamers
Meese, Edwin.  With Reagan

Pious.  The American Presidency.

Powell, Jody.  The Other Side of the Story

Reedy.  Twilight of the Presidency

Rossiter.  The American Presidency

Schlesinger, Arthur.  A Thousand Days.

Truman, Harry.  Year of Decision or Years of Trial and Hope
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