POL 331 ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

MEREDITH COLLEGE

SPRING, 2008
Instructor:  Barbara True-Weber

Joyner 216; phone 8312

Office Hours 2-3:00  TTH
Course Description


This course is a study of substantive policy. We will examine the political and governmental forces and constraints that shape environmental policy.  Our scope will include the policies of the United States and issues of the global environment.  We will address the most current controversies and issues of regulation and remediation.  We will focus on the tensions, paradoxes and dilemmas posed by the interaction of humans and the environment.  In particular we will explore the following themes.

1.  Relationships between government and environmental concerns – including international environmental issues (oceans, global climate change, ozone layer).

2. The relationship between the environment and business

3. The relationship between the older generation and the younger generation

4. The challenges of a pluralist culture and political system in an increasingly fragile natural environment.

Texts:  Rosenbaum, Walter.  Environmental Politics and Policy. (7th ed.)  CQ Press.


Shellenberger, Michael and Ted Nordhaus.  “The Death of Environmentalism:
 Global

Warming Politics in a Post-Environmental World.”  Available on-line.
Pope, Carl.  “Response to the ‘Death of Environmentalism’”.  Available on-line


There will be additional assigned readings.  The additional readings will be available from the library, on the internet, from local book store, or may be distributed in class.  

Course Format


The course is designed to provide information concerning the state of the environment, how governmental policy is relevant to these issues, and to take small, concrete actions based on the information.  The first part of the course will engage you in gaining a basic understanding of policy issues. The second part of the course will be in a seminar format.  We will address specific issues concerning the environment and environmental policy.  The task will be to find out as much as we can about a specialized topic and then to create a small win project to address the issue.   This semester we may study global climate change.
Instructional goals.

Students will be able to:

1. Compare ecological and political perspectives on environmental problems.

2. Apply knowledge of the policy system to an environmental issue.

3. Explain the principle assumption of political arguments.

4. Describe the origins and history of environmental policies.

5. Understand the substance of particular environmental policies

6. Create a personal plan of action.

Course Assignments and Grading


Tests: 40%.  There will be two tests over the reading assignments and a final exam.  The tests will include both objective questions and essay questions.  

Project 40%.   This is a two party project.  The first part is a research paper.  The second part is a personal plan for action.  You will be given additional information about the project.


Participation: 20% particularly important in the seminar portion of the class.

Attendance is at your discretion.  We will not have class when the College is closed for inclement weather.  
Course reading schedule
Jan 15 Chapter 1.  After Earth Day 

Jan 22 Chapter 2.  Making Policy
Jan 29 Chapter 3.  Making Policy: Institutional Politics
Feb 05 Chapter 4.  Policy Challenges: Risk Assessment
Feb 12 Chapter 5. More Choice: The Battle over Regulatory Economics

Feb 21 Shellenberger and Nordhaus
TEST 1 Feb 28   

After the first test we will pause and decide together what specific environmental policies we want to explore.  This part of the semester will be centered on student interest.  I will provide readings or other text on the subjects chosen.  We will more than likely work as a collaborative team and I will act as part of the team.  We will together develop a schedule of work which will then be distributed.

Second Test April 22
Project due:  April 29
Final Exam May 1 1:00pm

This course is taught under the auspices of the Meredith College honor code.  

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.


If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.


In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
The course is taught under the auspices of the Meredith College disability policy.
"Students with Disabilities:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability." 

