Contemporary American Politics and Policy

Political Science 203

Fall, 2009
Teacher: True-Weber

Phone 8312(w), 870-5154 (h)

trueweberb@meredith.edu
Office hours: MW 2:00 - 3:30
Course Purpose
The course is a study of public policy and the political processes that support them.  Models and methods used by policy analysts will be studied.  The course explores the policy processes of governments in the United States.  We will study analytic models and methods used by policy analyst.  In order to examine policy processes we will focus on concrete public policies.  We will be concerned about both the policies and the politics that surround them.  We will examine why governments pursue the policies they do and the consequences of those policies.  In addition, the course will examine the ethical goals and problems of each policy area.

Text:  Kraft, Michael and Scott Furlong.  Public Policy: Politics, analysis, and Alternatives, 2nd ed.  CQ Press, 2007.
Course Format


The course will be conducted in two sections.  We will spend the first class days in a lecture/discussion format studying the process model of policymaking.  The second part of the class will be conducted using a tutorial, collaborative, format.  We will meet in seminar sessions to discuss the text readings.  

Goals for the Course:  As a result of this class you will be able to:

1. describe the components of the policy process model, and the primary research that supports the model,  and apply them to specific policies.

2. use the model to analyze policy conflicts.

3. discuss contemporary policies using analytic and ethical concepts.

4. develop a policy analysis that includes ethical dimensions.

5. critique policy analysis using political and ethical principles and conceptual models

6. understand arguments posed by policy content and politics.

7. develop and explore a specific policy question.

Course Requirements and Grading.  Students will

1. Master reading materials.  There will be two tests and a final exam.  Together these tests will comprise 50% of your total grade.

2. Produce a policy analysis paper 30%.  This paper is an analysis of a particular policy, including the ethical and value issues relative to it.   

3. Read and review one policy book 10%.  

4. Engage in discussions, debates, and ask questions.  10%

5. Class attendance is expected.  There is no penalty for not attending.  

6. Grading is on a ten point scale.

7. The class will not meet if the College is closed.  In case of inclement weather check Blackboard where I will post instruction.  There may be assignments required even though the class is not physically meeting.  

DUE DATES

Midterm test Oct 7
Book review  Nov 4
Second Test  Dec 2
Policy Analysis Paper Nov 23
Final Exam Dec. 8 at 6:00pm
READING SCHEDULE
Aug. 24.  The Model of Christian Charity.

Aug 26  Halstead, Ted.  “The American Paradox”,  Atlantic Monthly, JJ/03, p. 12  and

Dobb, Clifford, Mark Glickman and Craig Cheslog.  “The Genuine Progress Indicator 2000 Update,” Redefining Progress. Dec. 01

Sep 2  Chapter 1: Public Policy and Politics

Sep 9  Chapter 2: Government Institutions and Policy Actors

Sep 14 Chapter 3:  Understanding the Politics of Public Policy

Sep 21  Chapter 4:  Policy Analysis

Sep 28  Chapter 5:  Public Problems and Policy Alternatives

Oct 05  Chapter 6:  Assessing Policy Alternatives

Midterm Recess

Oct 12  Chapter 7:  Economic and Budgetary Policy

Oct 21  Chapter 8:  Health Care Policy

Nov 09 Chapter 9:  Welfare and Social Security Policy

Nov 10  Chapter 10:  Education

Nov 18  Chapter 11:  Environmental and Energy Policy

Nov 30  Chapter 13:  Politics, Analysis and Policy Choice
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