POL 203
Contemporary American Politics and Policy
FALL 2011

Instructor: Clyde Frazier						Office Hours: 10-11 MWF; 2-3:20 TTH
Joyner 224; Ext: 8540; frazierc@meredith.edu			Home Telephone: 919-929-6249	
Catalog Description:	
	A study of public policies and the political processes that support them.  Models and methods used by 	policy analysts will be studied.
Plain English Description:
	This course will introduce students to the art and science of policy analysis and to public policy in the 	United States.  There will be significant focus on the political controversy, and the ethical issues 	associated with those policies.

Learning Outcomes - Students Will:
	Ethical Perspectives
	1. Demonstrate knowledge of the broader ethical theories, principles, and codes of conduct that 	inform 	and guide decision making in political science.
	2. Analyze the ethical dimensions of social issues and public policies.
	3. Express their knowledge and ability to engage in ethical analysis through written work.
	Social Science
	4. Know basic theoretical frameworks within political science.
	5. Explain social science discovery and process and the primary research methods in political science.
	6. Connect primary research with theoretical positions in political science.
	7. Apply theoretically based explanations to social phenomena.
	This Course
	8. Learn the basic concepts and skills used to analyze and evaluate public policy.
	9. Learn about the major policy directions established by the contemporary US government.
	10.  Become familiar with the contemporary controversies related to these policy directions.

Text:	Clarke E. Cochran, et. al., American Public Policy: An Introduction, 10th edition
	Additional articles will be placed on blackboard.

Grades are calculated using a 10 point scale:
	10%  Class Attendance
		Perfect Attendance = 100.  Subtract 10 points for each unexcused absence.
		To request excuse please submit note when you return to class - name, date, reason.
		Late arrival, early departure, texting = half attendance.
	10%  Class Participation
	40%  Tests
	30%  Papers - 4, 4-5p papers on current policy controversies.  Late papers will be penalized.
	10%  Oral Reports - 4 oral reports based on the issue papers.

SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS
	
	Aug.	23	Chapter 1 - Introduction
		25	Chapter 2 - Contexts of Public Policy
		30	Chapter 4 - Economic Issues
	Sept.	  6	Chapter 5 - Energy and Environmental Policies
	           	13	First Paper/Oral Report Due
		20	FIRST TEST
		22	Chapter 7 - Poverty & Social Welfare Policy
		29	Chapter 8 - Health Care
	Oct.	11	Second Paper/Oral Report Due
		18	Chapter 12 - Foreign & Defense Policy
		25	SECOND TEST
		27	Chapter 9 - Education Policy
	Nov.	  1	Third Paper/Oral Report Due
		  8	Chapter 6 - Crime & Criminal Justice or
			Chapter 10 - Legal and Social Equality or
			Chapter 13 - Private Morality & Public Policy (Class Choice)
		15	Chapter 11 - Immigration Policy
		22	Fourth Paper/Oral Report Due
	Dec.	  5	FINAL EXAM (1 pm)

OTHER STUFF YOU MAY NEED TO KNOW

Disability:	Accommodations will be made for documented disability as required by law.
Bad Weather:	Class will be held unless the College cancels classes.  Call 832-8878 for information.
Honor Code:	We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.
	If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.
	In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

