Spring 2012


AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEMS-POL 100B

Spring 2012

Instructor: Frank E. Rogers

Office: Joyner 216  Tel  760-8312

Class Hours: MW  2:00-3:20 

Joyner 215


 

Office Hours MW  11-12:30  

Home 919 967-0974/ (cell) 919 619 3886 


                       and by appointment

email- rogersfr@meredith.edu







Course Description: An introduction to American government and politics with an emphasis on the basic constitutional and political structure of the government and on current political controversies.  This course meets the OC (Oral Communication) Thread and US Perspectives requirements for General Education.

Course Objectives & Educational Outcomes: Provide students with a significant understanding of both the process and the outcome of  American domestic and foreign policy at the national level. This course is centered on the premise that education is a self-empowering experience and that knowledge of the American political system will translate into action (e.g., discussion outside the classroom, participation in political events, etc.).  As such, the expected learning outcomes include:  


1 
Improve your  knowledge of the basic institutions of the American political 


system. (Social Science learning outcome #1)

2. Engage in political dialogue with fellow students about current issues

3. Improve your understanding of the current political issues under discussion.

4. Know the basic theoretical frameworks which have been developed to understand American politics and apply them to the behavior of individuals, organizations and institutions. (Social Science learning outcome #4)

5. Improve your oral communications skills 

6. Improve your ability to think clearly and critically about the American political system and about current  political issues.(Social Science learning outcome #5)

Students will demonstrate these educational outcomes in class discussion, in essay examinations and in several short analytical writing assignments.

Required Text: 


Turner, Stephenson, et al, Introduction to American Government, BVT, 2011, 6th ed. 


John T. Rourke, You Decide, Pearson/Longman, 2011 , 8e. 

 In addition to the texts there may be additional readings which will be distributed in class or placed on library reserve.

Grades: The course will consist of two tests, one final exam, oral reports, a written report  and occasional unannounced quizzes. The final grade will be based on the average of the weighted grades- Test 1-20% , Test 2- 25%, Final Exam-25%, Oral Communications - 15%, Final Essay 10%, Quizzes and class attendance/participation-5%.    The grading scale used is as follows: 90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; 59 and below = F.

Class Format: The course will be primarily a lecture/discussion  format where we will review/discuss the primary reading for that class along with relevant current events. I expect students to have read the assignment prior to class and to be willing and able to answer relevant questions about the topic of interest. There will be brief unannounced quizzes about one every 2-3 classes. These will consist of brief assessments of terms/concepts covered during the last few classes along with current political events in the news which may be depicted in the form of political cartoons. 

Class Attendance and Participation.

Consistent class attendance and participation is expected and required. Any missed classes must be explained and accounted for. As noted on the previous page 5% of the final grade is derived from attendance and participation. Any missed quizzes due to absences cannot be made up.

Inclement Weather Policy:

In the event of inclement weather, please check the college announcement for cancellations.  You can call (919) 832-8878 for information.  The class will meet if the college is open.

Students with Disabilities: 

Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
Statement of Honor:

We, the Meredith Community are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.  

Technological etiquette

Cell phones:  Students should keep their cell phones turned off during the class. If a student is expecting an urgent call (e.g. related to an illness in the family), she should let me know before the class, set the phone on vibrate, and leave the classroom to take the call when it comes.

Texting during class is prohibited.  Any instances of it in class will be considered an absence for that class. Students will be required to leave the classroom. 

Laptops: please do not use your laptops in class.

Exceptions:

a. when I specifically ask you to (for example, to complete course evaluations or other in-class, online activities) 

b. if you have a documented disability or special need, and using a laptop in class helps mitigate the effects of that disability. 

Course Outline

I. Introduction and Constitutional Underpinning of American Government


Week 1. Introduction-Politics-Democracy- Turner, Stephenson et al 


Week 2.  The Constitution-Chap 1-Turner, + Rourke #1


Week 3-4  Federalism- Chap 2-Turner, + Rourke #2


Week 4-5. Civil Liberties /Civil Rights-Chap 3-Turner, + Rourke #4

Test #1-Feb 8 (Intro + Chaps 1-3 Turner + #1,2,4 Rourke)

II.  American Political Structure


Weeks 5-6 The Congress-Chap 9-Turner, + Rourke #11


Week 7 The Presidency- Chap 10-Turner, + Rourke #12


Week 8 The Bureaucracy-Chap 11-Turner, + Rourke #13


Weeks 9-10 The Courts-Chap 12-Turner, + Rourke #14

Withdrawal Date

March 23 is the last date for a student to withdraw from a class without having to make an appeal to the dean.  

Test #2- Mar 21 (Chaps 9-12  Turner, #11-14 Rourke)

III.  Policy-making and the  Political Process


Week 11 Political Ideologies-Chap 4--Turner, + Rourke #6


Week 12  Politics and the Media -Chap 6-Turner, + Rourke #7


Week 13 Interest Groups and Political Parties- Chap 7--Turner, + Rourke #8


Week 14 Campaigns and Elections- Chap 8-Turner, + Rourke #10


Week 15 Public Policy  and Foreign Policy-Chaps 14+16-Turner, 

Paper Due – April 11, 2012

Last Class- April 25

Final Exam-- Wednesday May 2, 1-4 pm

Tests


The primary format of the two tests and the final exam for this course will consist of some combination of  essay questions, a set of multiple choice questions, a list of terms or concepts requiring  identification and meaning,  and usually 1-2 political cartoons relevant to current political events. Students would need to identify the meaning and significance of the specific cartoon. 

Oral Reports 


All students enrolled in POL 100B  are required to participate in  oral presentations  to the class. The dates and schedules for those reports will be provided during the second week of classes. The presentations  will be based upon  readings in the assigned text Rourke- You Decide. That textbook consists of a number of  Pro and Con essays debating recent or current topics in the ongoing political debate in the United States. During each of the oral presentations a pair of students will discuss and debate in turn the selected topic and then will respond to questions from the class.  The designated speakers will also have to submit, by email,  a brief outline of  their essay to the instructor 24 hours before her assigned speaking time  and then followup  their  talks with a 250-300 word essay. This latter essay must be submitted in electronic format by email within 48 hours after the oral report. It shall be a detailed description of  the speaker's  topic along with her assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the argument made by the topic author.


Reports will be evaluated on both substance and presentation. Students are strongly encouraged to practice their report beforehand. Notes are allowed but students should not just simply read a report.   

Final Written Essay


A final written essay is also required in this course. Student should select any of the Rourke- You Decide topics not covered in class oral reports . This 600-800 word essay should describe the major argument made by each of the Pro/Con essays for that topic along with your assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of each argument. Conclude by describing which you think is the best argument and why you think that is the case. The list of possible topics includes those on the Longman website  http://www.ablongman.com/YouDecide as well as those in the textbook itself. 


The final paper must be submitted in hard copy format (printed)  by  April 11, 2012.  Students have the option of submitting drafts for comments and review any time up to April 4.  These will be returned with comments and suggestions for improvement  within 48-72 hours. 
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