HIS 312 A: India, Past and Present

Meredith College

Spring 2011

Tues/Thurs 9:30-10:50 am

Instructor: Dr. Hilary A. Smith

Office: 222 Joyner Hall

Office hours: M/W 3-4 pm, Tu/Th 11 am – noon, Friday by appointment

Office phone: 919-760-8386

e-mail: smithhil@meredith.edu
Course description:

India is both very old and very young; a very old civilization but one of the world’s youngest and largest democracies. Along with China, Russia, and Brazil, it is one of the so-called “BRIC countries,” whose large populations and economic growth may help them dominate the global economy in the not-too-distant future. It behooves us, therefore, as educated people and global citizens, to learn about the cultural, political, intellectual and social history of this important part of the world.

More specifically, if you happen to be an international studies or history major, studying India will help fill out your understanding of the “non-West” and give you a better sense of how history proceeded outside of Europe and the Americas. India lies, after all, at the crossroads between Africa, the Middle East and the ‘stans, East Asia, and Southeast Asia, and contains about one-fifth of the population of the entire planet.

As you might expect in a place that has been a major center of trade, pilgrimage, and conquest for several thousand years, India is astonishingly diverse, packed full of a tremendous variety of races, languages, and religions. For that reason, in this course we will pay special attention to India’s diversity, analyzing the historical events and phenomena that have made South Asia’s populations so varied. We will ask: How have Indian society and politics dealt with plurality in the past, and how do they deal with it today? Is India’s diversity a strength or a liability? Is it possible for such a society to be unified?

The course description from Meredith’s 2010-2011 catalogue gives you a sense of the major topics we will explore as we seek to understand India:
“After an overview of the contemporary scene in India, this course will explore traditional Indian history and culture, including the ancient Indus Valley civilization, Aryan civilization, the Indo-Aryan synthesis, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam in India, Mughal imperial unification, the arrival of the British in India, the rise of Indian nationalism with Gandhi and Nehru, Indian independence, modern India and the role of India in the world today. Carefully selected films will complement the readings and lectures, and students will be made aware of resources concerning India in the academic community in Raleigh and in the Research Triangle.” (Meredith College Undergraduate Catalogue, 34: 160)
Course goals

Students enrolled in this upper-level history class will cultivate the following skills:

· Express and dispassionately defend an historical argument in both speaking and writing.

· Critically evaluate the historical arguments of others.

· Critically evaluate a primary source.
Learning objectives
At the end of HIS 312, students will be able to:

· Identify on a map major physical and political features of South Asia, and articulate the historical importance of those features.  

· Summarize the characteristics of Indian society and politics today and describe the origins of those characteristics.

· Analyze historical events and individuals that are important to understanding Indian politics and society today.

Required texts

· Wolpert, Stanley. A New History of India. Eighth edition. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

· Johnson, Don and Jean Elliott Johnson. Through Indian Eyes. Fifth revised edition. New York: Apex Press, 2008.
N.B.: Both of these texts have gone through many editions, and earlier editions may be significantly different from the ones we’re using in class. Please feel free to purchase the books wherever you can get them most cheaply, whether at the bookstore, on Amazon.com, or elsewhere – but do make sure you’re purchasing the correct editions! Otherwise you may miss content and find it difficult to successfully complete quizzes and assignments.  

 Assessment

	Type of assessment
	Due date/exam date
	% of final grade

	Participation
	Every class
	15%

	At-home reading quizzes
	Due by class time Thursday, most weeks (see detailed schedule below)
	20%

	Map tests
	Jan 27, March 3, April 21
	5% each (x 3 = 15% total)

	Midterm exam
	March 24
	15%

	Review of classmate’s final paper draft
	April 12
	10%

	Final paper
	Draft: April 5

Final draft: May 2, 5 pm
	25%


Participation. Regular attendance and active participation in class are vital to learning and to building an intellectual community. I will make notes on participation after every class period and look over those accumulated notes when fixing the participation score.
At-home reading quizzes. Most weeks, students will complete a reading quiz on Blackboard before coming to class (see schedule below for precise dates). The quiz is open book, open note, and open friend, and is designed to encourage students to get the reading done in a timely manner. Students will be able to see their scores and their answers instantly after submitting the test, but not the correct answers. In class, we will go over any aspects of the quiz that prove difficult.

Map tests. These will be given on paper at the beginning of the class period for which they’re scheduled. They will ask students to identify and label physical and political features of South Asia that are important to understanding the time period we’ve studied SINCE the previous map quiz. This does not mean that there will be no overlap from one map quiz to the next; Delhi, for example, is an important city in many different periods of Indian history. 

Midterm exam. This exam will be given in class on Blackboard, so students should bring their laptops to class on March 24. The exam will cover important points from your at-home reading quizzes, but unlike the at-home quizzes, the midterm is not open book, open note, or open friend. 
Final paper and review of classmate’s final paper draft: This paper will be about 8 pages in length; see assignment for details. Students must submit a draft for review by a classmate by April 5, and the classmate must return the draft with a completed review form one week later. I will grade the reviews, as well as the final drafts of the papers.
Grading scale:
A=90-100
B=80-89
C=70-79
D=60-69
F=0-59

Meredith College does not give minuses and pluses (in other words, an 89 is a B, not a B+). You can check your approximate current grade in the class by looking at the “Weighted total” column in “My Grades” on Blackboard.

Absence policy

I do not distinguish excused from unexcused absences. Instead, I will give you a budget of absences to use as you want and need to. Your budget is FOUR (4). That means that you can choose not to come to class, for ANY reason, four times during the course of the semester without incurring an attendance penalty. But beware! Your final grade for the class will drop precipitously if you are absent more than four times. Here’s what will happen:

· 5 absences: final grade drops one full letter (from B to C, for example, or C to D)

· 7 absences: final grade drops two full letters (from A to C, for example, or B to D)

· 9 absences: final grade drops three full letters (from A to D, for example, or B to F)

· 11 or more absences: F for the class.

Budget your absences wisely. If you skip class three times and then come down with a dire illness that keeps you out of two class periods, you will drop one letter grade. If you skip class four times and then have to miss class for your grandmother’s funeral, you will drop one letter grade. It is YOUR responsibility to budget your time, and to reserve some absences for emergencies. You can check how many absences you’ve accumulated by looking up “My Grades” on our Blackboard site.
Late work policy
If you miss a test or quiz, you will be unable to make it up UNLESS it is for a documented emergency, OR you have cleared the absence with me more than 24 hours in advance. 
Technological etiquette

Cell phones: As a courtesy to the instructor and to each other, students should keep their cell phones turned off during the class. If a student is expecting an urgent call (e.g. related to an illness in the family), she should let me know before the class, and leave the classroom to take the call when it comes.

If I see a student texting during class, I will count her absent for the day. 

Laptops: please do not use your laptops in class.

Exceptions:

a. when I specifically ask you to (for example, to complete course evaluations or other in-class, online activities) 

b. if you have a documented disability or special need, and using a laptop in class helps mitigate the effects of that disability. If this is the case, come talk to me ASAP so that we can work out a special arrangement.
Students with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability, I’ll gladly make reasonable accommodations to help you fulfill your potential in this class. You will need to give me a letter from the Disability Services office, located in 201-A Carroll Hall (919-760-8427), indicating what accommodations are appropriate. You can contact Disability Services by e-mailing disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
Academic Integrity:

Students are expected to abide by the honor code as described in the Student Handbook:

We, the Meredith Community are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Plagiarism on any assignment or assessment, including in-class essays on tests, will result in a zero on the assignment or test. I may also report the case to the Honor Council if the student chooses not to do so herself.

Inclement weather policy
In the event of inclement weather, please check the college announcement to see whether the college is closed, either by checking the Meredith home page or calling 919-832-8878. If the college is open, it is usually safe to assume that the class will meet. 
SCHEDULE
The assignment that comes after the word “Read” is the assignment students should have completed reading before coming to class on the date indicated. 

WEEK ONE: Learning our way around the subcontinent

TU
1-11 
Welcome and introductions

TH       1-13 
At-home reading quiz 1 
Read: Wolpert, A New History of India (hereafter “Wolpert”), Ch. 1

Johnson and Johnson, Through Indian Eyes, (hereafter “Johnson”), Introduction and “Divisions within Indian Society,” pp.211-213.
(FR
1-14 
Last Day to Drop a Class Without Paying and Last Day to Add a Class)

WEEK TWO: The Aryans and Hinduism (“Hinduism”?)

TU
1-18 
Read: Wolpert, Ch. 3

TH
1-20 
At-home reading quiz 2


Read: Johnson, “The Banishment of Rama,” pp.15-18 and “The Hindu World View,” pp.85-110
WEEK THREE: Caste, Buddhism, Jainism: assimilation and change in Indo-Aryan society, ca. 6th-5th century BC 

TU 
1-25 
Read: Wolpert, Ch. 4

TH  
1-27 
Map Quiz 1
Read: Johnson, “What is Caste?” pp.55-61, “A New Champion of India’s Dalits,” pp.63-65, “Scheduled Castes, Unscheduled Change,” pp.67-72

WEEK FOUR: Enter Islam

TU 
2-1 
Choose reviewing partner
Read: Wolpert, Ch. 8 (carefully read pp.108-116, skim middle, carefully read pp.125-129) and Ch. 9

TH
2-3 
At-home reading quiz 3


Read: Johnson, “Comparing Hindus and Muslims,” but skip the historical preface, start with the main text at the bottom of p.183, and stop before the “Editors’ postscript” on p.185.

WEEK FIVE: Mughal rule and early European contact

(MO
2-7 
Last day to make a grading change)

TU  
2-8 
Read: Wolpert, Ch. 11 (Great Mughal Glory)

TH  
2-10
At-home reading quiz 4
Read: Wolpert, Ch. 10 (Western Europe’s vanguard)

WEEK SIX:
“A fit of absence of mind” (?) The spread of British power in India

TU
2-15 
Read: Wolpert, Chs. 12 and 13

TH 
2-17 
At-home reading quiz 5
Read: Johnson, “The British Presence in India,” pp.147-152

WEEK SEVEN: From Orientalism to Utilitarianism: changing relationships between Brits and Indians in the nineteenth century

TU
2-22 
Read: Wolpert, Chs. 14 and 15

TH  
2-24
At-home reading quiz 6
Read: Johnson, “Macauley’s ‘Minute on Education’” pp.153-156

WEEK EIGHT: Crown Rule and the beginnings of Indian nationalism

TU
3-1 
Read: Wolpert, Chs. 16 and 17

Map Quiz 2

TH
3-3
Read: Johnson, “History: Fact or Fiction?” pp.161-167

Spring Break  
Mar 7 – Mar 13

WEEK NINE: Partition of Bengal, rise of the Muslim League, WWI 

TU  
3-15
Read: Wolpert, Chs. 18 and 19

TH  
3-17
At-home reading quiz 7
Read: Wolpert, Ch. 20

WEEK TEN: Midterm

TU
3-22



TH
3-24 
Midterm exam
(FR
3-25 
Last day to withdraw from a class)

WEEK ELEVEN: Civil disobedience, armed insurrection, and...independence!

TU
3-29
Read: Wolpert, Ch. 21 and Johnson, “The Salt March,” pp.177-180

TH  
3-31
At-home reading quiz 8
Read: Wolpert, Ch. 22

WEEK TWELVE: Issues since independence: religious and ethnic fragmentation

TU
4-5 
Final paper draft due to Smith and reviewing partner (by 5 pm)

Read: Wolpert, pp.374-377 (“Mahatma Gandhi Assassinated” to “Tackling Poverty”), pp.388-390 (Linguistic States Movement), pp.399-400 (Punjabi ‘Suba’ Demand), pp.435-439 (’Khalistan’ Demand), pp.449-460, pp.462-463 (stop before “Manmohan Singh’s program of globalization...”), pp.484-485 (Tragedies Strike Gujarat) 

TH
4-7
Read: Johnson, pp.213-225 and pp.230-235

WEEK THIRTEEN: Issues since independence: the status of women

TU
4-12 
Review of draft due to Smith and partner (by 5 pm)



Read: Johnson, pp. 23-50

TH
4-14 
Celebrating Student Achievement -no classes

WEEK FOURTEEN: Issues since independence: economic growth and poverty

TU  
4-19
Read: Johnson, 237-265

TH
4-21 
Map Quiz 3



Read: Johnson, pp.267-292
WEEK FIFTEEN: Issues since independence: India’s place in the world order

TU
4-26
Johnson, pp.299-326

TH       4-28 
At-home reading quiz 9
Monday, May 2, 5 pm: Final draft of paper due to Dr. Smith as an e-mail attachment: smithhil@meredith.edu.
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