HISTORY 102A
MODERN WESTERN CIVILIZATION

Spring, 2010    Novak
In this course we will together examine some of the major developments in the history of Western Europe from the seventeenth century through the present.  One objective will be to understand the closely related economic, social, political and intellectual changes that brought an end to the pre-modern stages of western civilization and led western Europeans, for good and for ill, to be the first societies on the planet to enter the modern age.  This will make possible our second objective: to grasp how the ideas and institutions that now shape our lives and thoughts have come to be the way they are.  By giving special attention to the history of ideas across these centuries we will also, as a third objective,  understand the many ways in which thinkers in our western tradition have tried to make sense of their lives.  Overall, as a fourth objective, we will view our own lives in new ways and also understand better the values and behavior of people who differ from us.  In the process students will, as a fifth objective, learn to read primary sources as well as textual information, to think critically about these materials, to discuss them analytically in class, and to write clear, well-organized historical analysis.    

Educational Outcomes:  By the end of this course, students will:
- understand key developments in both western and nonwestern civilizations 

- understand the historical origin of significant contemporary institutions and events 

- understand western and non-western primary sources in historical context

- frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence

- recognize plagiarism and how to document properly the words and ideas of others
- use email, Blackboard and Word to manage course assignments and communication
 Students will demonstrate these educational outcomes in class discussion, in essay examinations and in several short analytical writing assignments.
Written work will determine 75% of your final grade.  There will be two examinations during the semester and a culminating exam during finals week, which will be worth 80, 100 and 120 points respectively. Each will cover the third of the course that precedes it.  Each of these examinations will involve your careful discussion of terms that I will choose from a list distributed at least one week in advance.  I will not administer a make-up exam unless you are certifiably ill and/or have been excused by me in advance from the actual exam time.  I reserve the right to give unannounced quizzes to encourage good preparation for class.  Please don’t make me resort to this.
Policy on Technology in the Classroom:   Please turn off cell phones and laptop wireless before class begins.  Use laptops only to take notes or access materials when requested by instructor.  First violation: a warning.  Each subsequent: one unexcused absence (see below.)

Your attendance and participation in class discussion will determine the remaining 25% of your grade.  I do require attendance and I expect you to be present in mind as well as body at all sessions of class.  Each set of three unexcused absences will therefore lower your final grade by one letter.  An unexcused absence is any absence that you do not discuss with me, or any absence for which you have no valid excuse.  Either way, talk with me if you miss class.  Of the 100 points available for attendance, 60 are yours simply for attending without absences beyond the limits stated above.  The remaining 40 points you can earn through frequent and thoughtful contribution to class discussion. We will follow the college policy on inclement weather.
Grading will be on a 10 percentage point scale: 90-100% = A,  80-89% = B, etc., with your final grade determined by your total from the possible 400 points. You must have at least one exam in a grade range to receive that grade for the course, i.e., at least one exam at or above 90% for an A. 
The required readings for this course are in Coffin, et. al., Western Civilizations (Vol. II, 16th ed.,), in F. L. Baumer, Main Currents in Western Thought (2nd ed), and on the Documents page of the HIS102Novak Blackboard site. I will also have copies of the text and sourcebook on closed reserve in Joyner 205B Student Study Lounge. To read an assignment in the text (T) or the sources (S), first find the assignment number on the opposite side of this syllabus (T#4, S#5, etc.).  This number will direct you to the study questions for Text and Sources on the Assignments page of the Blackboard site.  You must be enrolled in Blackboard to access these. The directions at each assignment number will tell you which pages to read and will also provide study questions to guide you in your reading.  The study questions will in turn prepare you for class discussion and for the examinations.  Do not attempt to do the reading without first getting the study questions clear in your mind.  Since I will usually revise reading assignments after each day’s class, you should check your email daily for updates.
I hope to speak individually with each of you at least twice before the semester is over.  Please feel welcome in my office (Joyner 228) either during my office hours (M-F, 9-10am, 2-3pm)  or at some arranged time that is more convenient for you.  Feel free also to contact me by telephone (760-8398), voice mail, or email (novakm@meredith.edu), or at my home (493-9375) before 9:00pm.  I will gladly help you with any aspect of your work in this course, but I cannot help you if you do not ask.  Please take the initiative to be in touch with me. 
PRE-MODERN EUROPE IN TRANSITION: 1600-1800

ASSIGNMENT (email will fine tune)
Introduction (1/13)





T: preface; S#1

Patterns of Pre-Modern Life in 1600 (1/15-1/22))


T#1-2; S#2-4
Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment (1/25-2/1)

T#3-5; S#5-14

Enlightened Ideas and Revolutionary Change (2/3-2/12)

T#6-10
Examination #1 in Class (2/15)



study sheet in advance
EUROPE THROUGH INDUSTRIALIZATION: 1780-1900

The Human Costs of Industrial Revolution (2/17-2/22)

T#11-13; S#15,16
The "Liberal" Middle Class Response (2/24-3/3)


T#14-15; S# 17-22
Socialism and New Voices (3/5-3/10)



T#18-19; S#27-30
Industrialization and the “New Imperialism” (3/12-3/26)

T#16,17; S#23-27

Examination #2 in Class (3/29)



study sheet in advance
EUROPE INTO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

Mass Society and Aggressive Nationalism (3/26-3/31)

T#20-22; S#31-36
The Great War (4/7-4/9)




T#23-25; S#37-38
Socialism in the Russian Empire (4/12-4/14)


T#26-27; S#39-42
Fascism and World War II (4/16-4/19)


T#28-31; S#43-6

The Holocaust and a Jewish Homeland  (4/23)
  

T#32-3; S#47-8 
The Emergence of the Nuclear Superpowers (4/23-4/26)

T#35-6  S#49
The Cold War and the Developing Nations (4/26-4/28)

T#34, 37, 38; S#50, 51
Final Examination: 5/3, 1:00am, Joyner 234
 

study sheet in advance
             Catalogue description of History 102

The rise of science, industrialization, nationalism and socialism.  The role of imperialism, fascism and communism as challenges to traditional western culture.  The study of contemporary western culture and its role in the modern world.

Statement of Honor

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.




      Students with Disabilities
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 

