HISTORY/RELIGION 385

WESTERN EUROPE IN THE MIDDLE AGES

SPRING TERM, 2008    DR. NOVAK

In this course we will survey some of the major developments in Western Europe from about 400CE through about 1300CE. Our main objective will for students to understand how a coherent and distinctly European civilization grew upon Roman, Judaeo-Christian and Germanic roots.  Another objective will be for students to recognize how fully indebted we are to these curious and long-dead people. Another objective will be to address issues and problems common to modern as well as medieval people so that students can understand and can appreciate how a society different from our own viewed and addressed universal human concerns.  From this, students should emerge from the course able to view their own lives from new historical perspectives. 

Specific educational outcomes will include the following:
1) Students will understand the effects of the Germanic invasions on Roman Europe and the basic patterns of early Germanic life

2) Students will understand the conversion of Europe to Christianity and the emergence of the Roman Catholic Church as a dominant force in emerging medieval civilization

3) Students will understand the emergence of the manorial and feudal systems and the commercial revival that followed.

4) Students will understand the major elements of medieval civilization, including representative government, the university system, monasticism, lay spirituality, vernacular literature, religious nonconformity and the crusades, and medieval art, music and architecture.

5) Students will be able to read critically and understand primary sources and use these in historical analysis.

6) Students will be able to express themselves effectively in class discussion and in writing.  

Assessment of these outcomes will be through class discussion and examinations.

The books required for this course are B. Tierney, Western Europe in the Middle Ages (6th ed.) and B. Tierney, The Middle Ages (Vol. I): Sources of Medieval History (6th ed.).  These can be purchased on campus at the Supply Store under History/Religion 385.  Additional handouts will be distributed in class.

Grading: I do require attendance and expect you to be present and fully engaged at all meetings of class.  Each set of three unexcused absences will therefore lower your final grade for the course by one letter.  I will consider unexcused any absence that you do not discuss with me, as well as any absences for which you have no valid explanation. You are also responsible for all assignments and other announcements made in class.  In short, speak with me if you miss class.  Attendance and participation will also count 25% (100 points) toward your final grade.  Of these 100 points, 40 are yours for attending class without exceeding the limit for unexcused absences.  The remaining 60 points you must earn through focused participation in class discussion.  It will therefore be especially important that you come to each class fully prepared.  Three written examinations in class will constitute the remaining 75% of your final grade.  Each of these examinations will ask you to discuss terms hat I will choose from a list distributed at least one week in advance. I also reserve the right to employ unannounced quizzes if your preparation for class discussion declines too far.  Please do not drive me to this unpleasant remedy.  The grading will be on a standard 10 point scale.  The inclement weather policy will follow college guidelines.

You are welcome in my office in Joyner Hall (114B) either during my posted hours (M-F, 9-10, 2-3) or at some arranged time that is more convenient for you.  You may also contact me by telephone (office: 760-8398 and voicemail; home: 493-9375 until 9:00pm) and by email (novakm@meredith.edu ).  If you take the initiative, I will gladly work with you on any issues that pertain to your studies.  I hope to speak with each of you several times before the course is completed.

The plan for the course follows below, subject to mid-course corrections that will depend on our progress and your input. Each day I will write on the board the specific readings in the text (t), in source handouts (sh), and in the sourcebook (s) for the next class period.  Before you read a particular source, please refer to the study questions for that assignment on the handouts.  Keep these study questions in mind while you do the reading:  they will direct you to the main ideas in the selection and also to the issues that we will address in class.

PART ONE: ROOTS AND BEGINNINGS


ASSIGNMENT

Introduction (1/12)





t: 1-3; 

Land and Early Peoples (1/12)




t: 7-14 source handout (sh)#1

Roman Legacy (1/17)





t: 17-20;  sh: #2,3

Legacy of Early Christianity (1/19)




t:34-56; s: #5-8, 16-17

Loss of Mediterranean Unity & Rise of Islam (1/24-6)

t:20-34, 85-94, 121-7; s: #23,sh:#4

Early Germanic Europe (1/31-2/2)




t: 61-82, 94-105; s:#9,11,14,15, 

Conversion of Europe (2/7-2/9)




t: 56-9,105-21; s:#20, 18,11,21, h









t: 134-45; s: #26-8, 15
First Exam: 2/14






study sheet provided
PART TWO: THE GROWTH OF CIVILIZATION

The Manorial System (2/16-2/21)




t: 175-85; s: #29, 79-80, 106

Origins of the Feudal System (2/23-2/28)




t: 157-69; s: #32, 34

Feudal Politics (3/2-14)





t: 189-194, 203-12, 194-203;

 s#34, 60, 66

Economic Revival and Social Change (3/16, 3/21)


t:  185-9, 271-92; s#48-51, 95, 96

Second Exam: 3/28





study sheet provided

PART THREE: ELEMENTS OF MEDIEVAL CIVILIZATION

Topics and Readings to be selected from among the following: development of representative government; crusades and heresies; growth of universities; development of vernacular literature;  art and architecture;  lay spirituality; women’s issues.

Final Exam:  5/5, 9:00am




study sheet provided

Course Description:   History 305/Religion 305:  Western Europe in the Middle Ages.  This course will survey major developments in western Europe from roughly 400CE to roughly 1300CE.  It will use primary and secondary sources to explore the growth of a distinctly European civilization upon its Judaeo-Christian, classical and Germanic roots, and will trace the expression of this civilization through its political, religious and educational institutions, its formal religious thought and vernacular literature, its art, architecture and music, and its interactions with different cultures both within and beyond its borders.  Specific topics covered will include the Germanic invasions, monasticism, the conversion of Europe, the growth of the manorial and feudal systems, scholastic thought in the universities, heresy and the crusades, gothic cathedrals, the growth of representative government and others.

Statement of Honor

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Students with Disabilities
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 
