HIS-942A: African American History
Professor J. Michael McElreath 

Fall 2007

mcelreat@meredith.edu, 760-8825

Office: 218 Joyner, Hours: MW 11-12, TH 12:30-1:30, or by appointment

Course Description: A broad introduction to the major themes in African American history, concentrating on events and trends since emancipation. The first month will deal with African origins, the Atlantic slave trade, plantation life and free blacks before the Civil War, and the Civil War experience. After the Civil War, considerable attention will be given to the ways in which African Americans worked to gain equal opportunities in the face of discrimination and structural roadblocks. Topics will include Reconstruction’s promise and disappointments; the enactment of discriminatory laws to keep newly-freed blacks in a subordinate position; the emergence of independent black institutions; the involvement of black soldiers in the country’s wars and black veterans’ efforts to claim their just reward; legal segregation and efforts to undo it; the Great Migration of blacks out of the South; the Harlem Renaissance; the Depression & removal of rural blacks to cities; the modern Civil Rights/Black Freedom Movement; post-movement evaluations; and today’s demographic realities.

Goals: The course is designed to teach selected aspects of the history of African Americans in the United States. Our priority is to think critically about events, ideas, and causation. Readings and lectures will raise questions about the ways in which African Americans have helped to create American society, even as they have had to fight for recognition of their humanity and rights. We will pay special attention to changing social, political, and economic ideas and practices. We will look at the entire spectrum of African American experience and acknowledge the wide variety within a very complex community.
Learning Outcomes:

At the conclusion of this course students will be able to

-understand the major themes in African American history

-understand how historians have addressed these themes

-use primary and secondary sources effectively in historical analysis

-present analysis clearly in oral and written form
Assignments & grading (10-point scale):

15%
Class preparation (checked by quizzes on readings)

20%
Class participation (including facilitating discussion approximately 4 times during the semester)

45%
Three short papers (15% each)



20%
Final Exam
Explanation:

Preparation for class (checked by quizzes): About 10 times during the semester, class will begin with an unannounced, brief quiz on that day’s readings and/or recent lectures. You may use your notes to take this quiz. For every six quizzes, I will drop the lowest quiz grade.

Class participation: Attendance is expected and will count in calculating your grade. Please contact me to explain any absences. For each absence above one, unless there is some good reason why you could not attend, class participation part of grade will be reduced by a letter grade. Contributions to discussion will be judged on the basis of pertinence, perspicacity, and frequency (in this last category aim for the middle ground—contribute, but also listen). Guidelines for class discussion and facilitating are posted on Blackboard.
Papers: The papers, 4-6 pages each, will focus on the books we read beyond the textbook. Two of these contain collections of primary sources, and for those your papers should utilize the primary sources and editors’ essays to construct your own argument. You may start with one of the “questions for consideration” at the end of each book, or you may construct your own question (approved by instructor). For the Fannie Lou Hamer biography, you will need to develop your own argument, perhaps one comparing aspects of Hamer’s life to themes addressed in the course. Again, check with me about the feasibility of your argument on Hamer. Guidelines for the papers will be posted on Blackboard. The papers are due on the days we discuss the books: September 13, October 4, and November 8. Late papers will be penalized a letter grade per day.
Exam: Can take one of two forms, depending on your choice. We can either have a written exam, likely consisting of two essays, or you could present a culminating presentation that completes the following phrase: “One important but often overlooked theme in the history of African Americans has been ___________.” More information about both options will be provided just after the midterm break, when you will have enough information to make an informed choice.
Texts: 
Nell Irvin Painter, Creating Black Americans (Oxford, 2006)

David W. Blight, ed., Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (Bedford, 2003)

Jacqueline Jones Royster, ed., Southern Horrors and Other Writings: The Anti-Lynching 


Campaign of Ida B. Wells, 1892-1900 (Bedford, 1997)

Chana Kai Lee, For Freedom’s Sake: The Life of Fannie Lou Hamer (Univ. of Illinois, 1999)
Plus: Additional primary source readings made available on Blackboard or on internet.

Statement of Honor: We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. Any student in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, has an obligation to report herself to the proper authorities. Any student aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student must call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, students accept the Honor System as a way of life.  Meredith students are responsible for insuring that the Honor System is carried out at all times.

Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 

Inclement Weather: Unless there is a college-wide cancellation of classes, this course will meet as scheduled.

Topics & Readings
Thurs, 8/23
Why study African American history? 
Tues, 8/28
African Origins, Painter, ch. 1, selections on Blackboard (BB)
Thurs, 8/30
Atlantic Slave Trade, Painter, ch. 2, BB
Tues, 9/4
The American Revolution & Antebellum Free Blacks, Painter, ch. 3-4

Thurs, 9/6
Patterns of Antebellum Black Life: Plantations, Painter, ch. 5, BB
Tues, 9/11
Atypical Slaves: Small Holdings & Slave Life in the North, BB
Thurs, 9/13
Discuss Frederick Douglass
Tues, 9/18
Civil War & Emancipation, Painter, ch. 6, BB
Thurs, 9/20
Reconstruction: The Promise, Painter, pp. 141-151, BB
Tues, 9/25
Reconstruction: The Unfinished Revolution, Painter, pp. 151-159, BB
Thurs, 9/27
Independent Blacks, Painter, pp. 161-178, BB
Tues, 10/2
The Nadir & Jim Crow, Painter, pp. 178-187, BB
Thurs, 10/4
Resistance to Segregation & Discrimination (Discuss Ida B. Wells)

Tues, 10/9 
The New Negro & the Great Migration, Painter, pp. 189-206, BB
Break

Tues, 10/16
Harlem Renaissance, Painter, pp. 206-213, BB
Thurs, 10/18
Depression & New Deal in Black America, Painter, ch. 10
Tues, 10/23
World War II & the “Double V” Campaign, Painter, ch. 11
Thurs, 10/25
Cold War Civil Rights, Painter, pp. 261-270, BB
Tues, 10/30
The Second Reconstruction, Painter, pp. 270-304, BB
Thurs, 11/1
Urban Revolts & Black Power, Painter, pp. 305-347, BB
Tues, 11/6
North Carolina in the Civil Rights Movement, BB
Thurs, 11/8
Discuss For Freedom’s Sake: The Life of Fannie Lou Hamer
Tues, 11/13
Tales of Two Trials: Rodney King and O. J. Simpson, BB
Thurs, 11/15
Twentieth Century in African-American Theater, BB 

Tues, 11/20
History in African American Dance (Video: Free to Dance)

THANKSGIVING

Tues, 11/27
Recent Trends & Hip-Hop Culture, Painter, ch. 15
Thurs, 11/29
Hurricane Katrina & Black Poverty Today, Painter, Epilogue, BB
Tues, 12/4
Conclusions

Thursday December 13, 1-4pm: Final Exam
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