Methods of Teaching Social Studies, HIS 764, Fall 2011
Course Information, Objectives, and Requirements
Amy King--  Office:  216 Joyner; phone: 760-8312
                   Cell:  919-548-3878 (before 9 pm, please)
                   Email address:  kingamy@meredith.edu
    Office Hours:  TTH, 9:30-10:30 and by appointment before class

Catalogue Course Description:  A study of the methods required for teaching grades 6-9 and grades 9-12, social studies.
Course Objectives:
To learn how to prepare class activities, lesson plans, and units and to demonstrate this knowledge through written work and class presentations.
To learn how to properly organize and arrange lesson plans, activities and units.
To be familiar with a variety of teaching strategies and to demonstrate some of them.
To gain an understanding of professional attitudes, behaviors, and responsibilities       through class readings and discussion.    
To demonstrate competency in developing rigorous and effective lesson plans by developing a teachable unit plan.
Educational Outcomes     By the end of the course, you will:
Be skilled at classroom/unit/lesson organization and have a variety of methods to stay in contact with parents.
Produce effective lesson plans, as evidenced by your mini-lesson presentations and unit plan.
Be confident in your ability to create engaging Social Studies activities that enrich student learning.
Have in-depth experience using Smart Technologies for the classroom.
Have experience teaching mini-lessons to “students” as well as experience in reflecting on your teaching.
Possess the skills needed to positively motivate students in the classroom by use of civility and poise.
Have experience in differentiating assignments/assessments for a variety of student learners.
Articulate a variety of methods needed to prepare students for End of Grade/End of Course testing in Social Studies.
Materials:
1.  A 1” 3-ring Clearview binder which will serve as your Technology notebook
2. Two 2” 3-ring Clearview binders.  One notebook will serve as the one you bring to class—for notes and resource information; the other will serve as your Unit notebook.
3. Writing utensil and notebook paper for note-taking
4. Laptop computer for “Laptop Days”
5. The purchase of a good historical atlas of the World and of the US is highly recommended (Quail Ridge Books has a very good selection of atlases.)
Requirements:
1. You must successfully and proficiently complete daily and weekly assignments.  The majority of assignments will involve planning and teaching.  You can estimate spending 5 hours or more a week on this class.
2. You must successfully and proficiently complete a “Unit” for the subject you will be student teaching; this unit will be turned in on final exam day and will serve as your final exam.
3. You must complete field experience assignments (details to come later.)
Grades
In determining your grade, I will assess the level of difficulty of the tasks that you have chosen, the effort that you have put into it as assessed in conferences, rough drafts, and daily assignments, and the quality of the final product as to content and structure.  The approximate weight for your assignments is:
40%--Unit
25%--Lesson planning, creation of activities, conferences
20%--Mini-lessons taught to class
15%--Class participation, attendance  
Late work will be penalized by dropping one letter grade for each day late.
To make an A in this course you must:  be at every class meeting on time, be well-prepared for class, have put hours of work into creating lessons and activities that are of the highest overall quality, and present lessons/unit with charisma, expertise, and skill.
(PRE-GRADING:  You may submit work to be evaluated before it is due—but I must receive it at least 48 hours before the due date.  If the material is not in good form, I may refuse to examine it.)
Grading Scale:  A: 93-100  (A- = 95, A= 97, A+=99)   D:  70-76  (D-= 71, D= 74, D+=76)
		    B:  83-92   (B- = 85, B =88, B+=92)    F:  69 and below
		    C:  77-82  (C-=78, C=80, C+=82)		
General Expectations:
This course inaugurates your professional career and I expect the attitude, effort, and conduct of professionals.  To be more specific, I expect attendance at all classes, promptness in coming to class and meeting deadlines, seriousness of purpose and close attention, thorough preparation for each class/each presentation, and participation in activities, etc.  In addition, I expect you to dress professionally when making presentations. 
Recall the standards set forth by the Education Department here at Meredith:  A respect for the people with whom you are working (be on time, create work that is above standard), a respect for the diversity represented by the people with whom you are working (fairness to all people), an awareness of the significance of the individual’s role in social interactions (how your communication affects others), and a consistent demonstration of professional behavior (being responsible, demonstrating initiative, displaying enthusiasm/positive attitude, making ethical decisions).  The History Department here at Meredith also stands with the Education Department in determining that these standards are requirements for our teacher candidates.  Your time as a professional begins now.
Expectations regarding Blackboard:
 I will post instructional handouts, rubrics, and forms to Blackboard approximately 24 hours or more prior to the next class session.  It is your responsibility to check Blackboard and print any materials I have posted which will be needed for the next class session and bring these materials to class.  NOT printing these materials to bring to class will be viewed as unpreparedness and unprofessional on your part, resulting in lowering your participation grade for the course.  You will be expected to take handwritten notes in class and complete all Bell Ringers (which will be graded).  These items (notes and BRs) will not be placed on Blackboard. 
Class Policies:
Attendance at all classes is mandatory.  If you are absent you will be permitted to make up two classes only by doing additional work—extensive reading and written assignments of approximately three pages on assigned topics (otherwise your grade will be lowered 2 points for each absence.)  The make up assignments will be due one week after the absence.  If you miss more than two classes (unless you are in the infirmary/hospital for an extensive stay or have an official college excuse) then your grade will be lowered for each absence.  Attendance means being there for the entire class; if you leave early it is considered an absence.
Tardies should not be a problem.  Class will begin on time and you are expected to be in your seat ready to work when class begins.  You are permitted 1 tardy of no more than 5 minutes.  Any subsequent tardies or any tardies over 5 minutes will be considered an absence and will be treated as such.
Inclement Weather Policy:  Class will be held unless the college cancels all classes.  Please check the inclement weather line, 832-8878.  If you are uncertain, you may call my cell.
Statement of Honor:    We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
  Students with Disabilities:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
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 Syllabus---Methods 764  Fall 2011
Thursday August 18 (Lesson 1)
   In class:  Introductions and Information Sheets; Syllabus; Objective and plan for each day; Essential
                   Questions; Characteristics of an Effective Teacher
Assignment:  Purchase materials needed for this course including 3 3 ring binders (1 for your unit plans, 1 for Technology, 1 for Notes and Resources).
Tuesday August 23 (L2)
   In class:  Introduce Observations and Units; Discuss Curriculum Changes; Observation forms (3); Discuss assignment.
 Assignment:  Begin by asking a professor for an observation;  make an appointment with your Cooperating Teacher to do the following:
1.  Talk about  a time you can observe him/her for a full class period
2. Discuss one other colleague at the school you could observe and ask to do an observation of him/her.
3. Discuss what courses you will be student teaching; reach a conclusion about the unit you wish to prepare.
4. Ask for a copy of the text you will be using.
Thursday August 25 (L3)
   In class:  Time management, Transitions, Teaching Bell to Bell; Resources in the Library; Unit Plan Form; Discuss Assignment.
  Assignment:  Observe your chosen professor by Tuesday  and complete the observation form (1).   Work on completing the unit plan form by conference day—September 1.  Also bring your laptop to our next class.
Tuesday August 30  LAPTOP DAY (L4)
  In class:  Discussion on Organization—semester plan, lesson plans, activities, calendars (in LP, in room, to parents); Unit Outlines; Internet Activities and Website list; Turn in observation form.  Sign up for a conference time about your chosen unit.
  Assignment:  Conferences on Thursday.  Come prepared with the following:
1.  The textbook for your unit’s course
2. Your Unit Plan Form and Outline completed
Thursday September 1  
   In class:  Unit Conferences by time slots; no regular class; you will also be given Unit Summary instructions (due Sept 13).
Assignment:  Bring to Tuesday’s class the following:
1.  Copies of the home page of at least three sites and at least one page from each of the sites to demonstrate how the site might be used in teaching. (Choose at least 1 site that could possibly help for your unit plan).
2. A notebook with several tabs to go in them; this will be your Technology Notebook.
Tuesday September 6  (L5) LAPTOP DAY 
  In class:  Further discuss anything that came up in conference concerning Unit Plan; Organizing Tech Notebook and Asking Questions  handout; Begin creating an Internet Activity and use rubric/check list from Mrs King to do so; Give Civility article; Go over assignment.
  Assignment:  Conduct  2 observations at your school (of your Cooperating Teacher and 1 other) and fill out the appropriate forms to turn in by Thursday September 8; Read  your materials on civility; Bring your finished Internet Activity to class (one copy for everyone)—use check list I will provide to you.  Be prepared to discuss and demonstrate how the site would be used for teaching.
Thursday September 8 (L6)
  In class:  Reports on all Observations; Discussion on Civility; Turn in and demonstrate Internet Activity; Go over assignment.
Assignment:  Put final touches on and turn in on Tuesday your Unit Outline and Unit Summary; write 3 Thank You notes to teachers/professor you observed-- bring them with you to class on Tuesday as well.
Tuesday September 13 (L7)
In class:  Turn in Unit Outline and Unit Summary; The role of note-taking in Social Studies classes; Use of Smartboard Technologies in Teaching and how the Internet is used to teach; Asking questions; show Thank You notes; Go over assignment.
Assignment:  Bring your unit content to Thursday’s class (copy the chapter from the text); consider where you will begin with your first lesson plan.  
Thursday September 15  (L8) LAPTOP DAY
In class:  Lesson planning overview (importance of Subject, Thesis, Objectives,  Materials, Bell Ringer, Essential Qs)—receive handout and examples;  Begin process of setting up your unit lecture notes with Smartboard Technologies; Go over assignment, Lesson Plan Presentation document, and Smartboard Rubric/ Lesson Plan Presentation document.
 Assignment:  Continue working toward setting up all notes with Smartboard Technologies as your unit progresses; present one lesson’s notes on Tuesday September 20 AND a lesson plan to go with it (Subject to Essential Qs).  This will be Lesson Plan #1 (LP #1) for your unit.
1. Have the lesson plan and notes on a flash drive to show via projector to the class.
2. Print copies of your lesson plan and notes for everyone in the class including Mrs King.
3. Also turn in 5 critical thinking questions to be asked of the class during notes---some of lower order and some of higher order.
4. Rehearse your presentation, if possible, in front of someone.
5. See Rubric for more details.
Tuesday September 20  [10 minute Presentations]
In class:  Presentation of notes using Smartboard Technologies (with oral incorporation of critical thinking questions during presentation) AND  LP #1 to go with it.  Turn the above in with critical thinking questions typed up; Go over assignment.
Assignment:  Use what you have learned from today’s class and make changes to LP #1; also use this insight to continue working on notes for the remaining of your unit.
Thursday September 22 (L9)
In class:  Lesson planning overview ( Notes, Activities, Time notations, Closure, Essential Qs); Activity templates and examples; Activity Rubric; Cheating; In touch with parents (calendars, email, phone log) document, document!  Go over assignment and Lesson Plan #1 / Activity Presentation document.
Assignment:  Finish LP #1  using what you have learned from the last two classes for your unit; also create one activity for your unit using one of the examples you learned about in this class today.   Present your activity to the class using the rubric and presentation guidelines provided.
Tuesday September 27  (L10)[6 minute Presentations]
In class:  Present your finished LP#1 to the class along with your completed activity (6 minute presentations);  Discuss importance of vocabulary how-tos (lists, quizzes, homework); Go over assignment.
Assignment:  Create a vocabulary homework assignment and a quiz to go along with your unit.  Turn in these items on Thursday along with two keys (one for list, one for quiz).
Thursday September 29 (L11)
In class:  Turn in vocabulary assignment; Use of Map Studies and Questions; Map Study Presentation document and Rubric; Library time; Sign up for Map Conferences; Go over assignments for today AND Tuesday.
Assignment:  Consider a map activity you could incorporate into your unit; if not possible, choose a map activity that could be used in the course you will student teach.  Begin working on the Map—Blank copy, Copy as “key,” Instruction page, Questions page (Refer to the Map Study Rubric for more details); Bring your completed rough drafts to the conference on Tuesday.  **You will receive a grade on the work you bring.**
Tuesday October 4
In class:  Map Study Conferences by time slots; no regular class.
Assignment:  Use what you learned today to re-work your map study.  Once finished, be prepared to present your map study to the class on October 11.  Make sure to do the following:
1.   Present all parts of the finalized map study:  Blank map, Key map, Instruction page; Questions page; a completed map and questions for everyone to see.  See the rubric for guidelines!!
2. Print enough copies for everyone in the class, including Mrs King, to keep.
3. Rehearse your presentation, if possible, in front of someone AND refer to the rubric beforehand!
Tuesday October 11 (L12)[8 minute presentations]
In class:  8 minute presentation of Map Studies; Discuss time allotments for Map Studies in a Lesson Plan; Go over assignment.
Assignment:  Be considering a historical document you could use in your unit plan; bring your course textbook to next class.
Thursday October 13  (L13) LAPTOP DAY; TEXTBOOK DAY
In class: Historical Document Activities;  Asking Questions; Document Rubric and Presentation handout; Find a variety of documents that would be viable options for your unit (create lists, narrow down and have Mrs King sign off on final decision); Go over assignment for today and Tues; Conference time sign ups.
Assignment:  Complete your document activity with appropriate critical thinking questions using the rubric provided (Historical Document Rubric) and also utilize the Historical Document with Lesson Plan Presentation handout. Incorporate this document activity into a lesson plan for your unit. Sign up for a conference time for Tuesday.   Bring with you to the conference:
1.  A copy of the lesson plan the document activity will be used in.
2. A copy of the document and a copy of preliminary questions (typed) to go with the document.
3. The text book you are using
**You will receive a grade on the work that you bring.***

Tuesday October 18   **You should have 3 LPs completed by now**
In class:  Historical Document activity conferences; no regular class. 
Assignment:  Make changes to your Document activity and lesson plan as a result of our conference.  Prepare to present your document activity with lesson to the class on Thurs.  See below:
1. Have the lesson on a flash drive to show via projector to the class
2. Print copies of your lesson plan, your activities with key, for everyone in the class including Mrs King
3. Rehearse your presentation, if possible, in front of someone and refer to the rubric beforehand!



Thursday October 20 (L14) [10 minute presentations]
In class: Historical Document lesson presentations.
Assignment:  Brainstorm/ find different pieces of literature, educational magazine articles or newspaper articles you could have students read for your course.
Tuesday October 25 (L15)
In class:  Reading and Writing Activities handout, examples for review, Reading and Writing Rubric, Library time for literature and video searches.
Assignment:  Create a writing activity for your chosen unit to be turned in on Thursday based on the rubric provided to you.  Also read next assignment to get ahead and begin a video search.
Thursday October 27 (L16)
In class:  Video activities –Videos in the Classroom / Video Activity description / Lesson # 55 demonstration; turn in Writing Activity; Go over assignment.
Assignment:  Be looking for a video to use in a lesson plan; check all resources available to you including your Cooperating Teacher and myself.  I will help you but need assurance you have exhausted all available resources first.  Finding the right video will take some time; you may have to view several before you find the right one.  Bring with you a written description of :
1.  Your video (one paragraph)
2. How you plan to use the video (where in the lesson, how much you will show, how you will show it)
***You should have 4 lesson plans completed by now with activities / content notes; bring all of these into the next class in chronological order in a notebook; also bring rough drafts for notes In lessons 5-6 if these lessons are not already prepared.   If these notes are already finalized, bring the final version. (In other words, you will need all of the notes you are providing to your students for the entire unit for our next class.)***
Tuesday November 1 (L17)
In class:  Study Guide (how-to);  Use the lessons you have constructed to begin the task of creating an appropriate study guide for your unit; Turn in your video paragraphs; I will also check your lesson plans/activities; Study Guide Rubric; Go over assignment.
Assignment:  Complete the Study Guide according to the provided rubric to turn in on Thursday.



Thursday November 3 (L18)
In class:  Assessments (how-to) with differentiation;  turn in the Study Guide you created; Assessment Rubric; Video Presentation Rubric and Video handout; Sign up for a time for Video Conferences.  Go over assignments for today and Tuesday.
Assignment:  Bring with you to the conference the following:
1.  The lesson plan using a video
2. The video guide and video description typed up.
3. The textbook for your unit’s course
**You will receive a grade on the work that you bring.**
Once the above is prepared, begin the task of creating a unit assessment using the provided rubric.
Tuesday November 8
In class:  Video Conferences by time slots; no regular class.
Assignment:  Re-work Video lesson as per our conference and prepare a presentation of the lesson with video activity based on provided rubric.   Continue to work on creating a unit assessment.  Come prepared to ask questions about and show preliminary unit assessment to Mrs King at the end of our next class.  Presentation should include:
1. Have the lesson on a flash drive to show via projector to the class
2. Print copies of your lesson plan, your activities, for everyone in the class including Mrs King
3. Bring your video segment that you have thoroughly researched and are prepared to show.
4. Rehearse your presentation, if possible, in front of someone and refer to the rubric beforehand!
Thursday November 10 (L19) [10 minute presentations]
In class:  Presentation of lesson with video activity.  Come prepared to ask questions about and show preliminary unit assessment to Mrs King (we will accomplish this if time permits); Go over assignment.
Assignment:  Bring your unit assessment completed with key to turn in.
Tuesday November 15 (L20)
In class:  Turn in unit assessment; Differentiation throughout a course, including Honors Portfolio; Music, Art, Photographs in lessons; Photo/Art Rubric; Go over assignment.
Assignment:    Find a photograph or artwork that can be incorporated into one of your unit lessons.  Create an activity for your unit using your chosen art/photo (with critical thinking questions).  Be prepared to give a 5 minute presentation on the activity Thursday (see rubric).  Continue working on your lesson planning for your unit (you should have 5 completed by now.)
Thursday November 17 (L21) [5 minute presentations]
In class:  Charts, Graphs, Time Lines, Cause/Effect, Graphic Organizers in lessons; give Photo/Art Activity presentation; Charts/Graphs Rubric; Go over assignment.
Assignment:   Develop an activity using today’s topic (charts, graphs, timelines, etc) for your unit using the provided rubric---due Tuesday.  Finalize Technology notebook and turn it in on Tuesday as well as all Bell Ringers for the semester.  Also bring with you your unit and any questions you have (this time will not be “graded” so it will be an informal way of getting answers to much needed questions for your unit on an individual basis.)
Tuesday November 22 (L22)
In class:   Group Activities; EOC Preparation / Common Assessments; turn in the following:  Chart/Graph Activity, all Bell Ringers, completed Technology Notebook.   Go over assignment, sign up for Final Unit Conference time and answer any individual questions about the Unit.
Assignment:  Incorporate a group activity into a lesson plan for your unit.  Provide on Tuesday the specific instructions you will provide the students.  Sign up for Final Unit Conferences on Tuesday November 29.  Bring with you the following:
1.  Your entire unit organized in a notebook (title page, outline, lesson plans with activities, study guide, unit assessment)
2. I will assess your progress and we will discuss any issues you are facing with the unit.
Thursday November 24
No class!  Happy Thanksgiving!
Tuesday November 29—Last Class Day
In class:  Final Unit conferences by time slot (where you also show your completed group activity); no regular class.
Assignment:  Put the finishing touches on your unit lesson plan.
     All finished units are to be handed to me at precisely 9:00 am on December 7.  Do not leave units at my door.  Meet at my office to turn them in.  Be sure to make copies of materials that you want to keep as I will keep the unit.
