HIS 498/9: Honors Thesis/Senior Research
Spring 2010
(Novak, et. al.)

Generic Syllabus: Details depend upon actual research project.
The main objective of this course will be for majors to apply some of the major methods and philosophies of history to their own historical research.  Another objective will be to master more fully the professional discipline of history, learning how to frame a sound analytic approach to a question, how to find, assess and synthesize resources available through print and electronic media, and how to present conclusions to others in effective oral and written analysis. Each student will develop and present an Honors Thesis or Senior Research Project to refine, sustain and demonstrate these professional abilities.  Students will make formal presentations of their research projects to department faculty and majors on Reading Day (HIS 498), in History 495 (HIS 499). 

This course satisfies the general education requirement for an Information Retrieval (IR) thread.  In order to develop your skills in locating relevant information, you will be required to attend an introductory IR skills session conducted by the library staff.  Be sure that you remember the date and attend this session once it is announced at the beginning of the semester.  It will also be required that you have an individual research conference with one of the reference librarians as you focus your topic, as well as several meetings early on with your project director.  The purpose of these meetings will be to develop both a comprehensive bibliography of all relevant sources and also a practical bibliography of sources available either at local libraries or on line.   See the evaluation rubric for how this component of the course will be assessed.

Students will complete their projects under the direction of the faculty member with appropriate expertise. 

Each student will meet weekly with her director to discuss her progress on the research project.  She will be expected to meet with the instructor at the arranged time unless she has specifically arranged to cancel the meeting for that week or to meet at another time.

As Educational Outcomes, students will:

1. critically evaluate a research problem;

2. select appropriate information resources;

3. use efficient techniques in searching library online catalogs, information databases, the World Wide Web, and traditional print and microform materials for research and general interest information;

4. critically evaluate information for quality and appropriateness to the research problem;

5. recognize bibliographic data in order to accurately cite research.

6.    demonstrate rigorous historical analysis in the written project

7.
demonstrate oral communication skills in an effective presentation

Required reading for this course will come from Richard Marius, A Short Guide to Writing about History (2nd ed) and from sources appropriate to the research topic.

Your grade for the project will be determined according to the project evaluation sheet developed by the department.  Be certain to discuss this evaluation sheet with your project director before undertaking the project and also during the semester.  

We will follow the college policy on inclement weather. In all of our work we will abide by the Meredith College Honor Code.  Please stay in touch with your project director throughout the semester, during posted office hours (Novak:  M-F 9-10, 1-2), at other arranged meeting times, or by telephone (Novak: office: 760-8398, home: 493-9375 before 9:30pm) or email (novakm@meredith.edu). Genuine engagement in this project will be worth your while.

Timeline:

Weeks 1-4: 
Identification and evaluation of comprehensive and actual bibliographies
Week 2:          
Definition of initial topic area 
Week 4:          

Definition of final topic 

Week 6:

Final project outline and sources

Week 10:

Complete First Draft

Reading Day:

Presentations of projects to department and majors

Project due to Director in final form at least 48 hours prior to deadline for Senior Grades.   Grade to be submitted 48 hours before Senior Grades are due.

Statement of Honor

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Students with Disabilities
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 
