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HISTORY 498/499
  
 HONORS THESIS IN HISTORY/SENIOR RESEARCH
M,W 2:00-3:20pm, Joyner Hall 234

COURSE DESCRIPTION & OBJECTIVES
This is a research and seminar course that brings together work done across the program, builds upon HIS 334: Methods of Historical Research, and provides a culminating experience for majors as they continue to develop the historian’s skills and habits of mind that will serve them as informed citizens and professionals regardless of their chosen career. The main objective of this course will be for students to apply major methods and philosophies of history to their own historical research. To this end each student will formulate and execute an original research project of exceptional quality, culminating in a final comprehensive paper. Toward this end, History 498-499 meets a writing intensive thread for general education. 
A second important objective will be for students to develop their abilities to present their ideas orally to a variety of audiences: informal, formal, academic, professional.  This is a lifetime skill that will benefit all graduates. Students will improve these oral communication skills through class discussion and formal oral presentations of their research project. Toward this end, History 498/499 meets an oral communication thread for general education. Majors will give their final oral presentation on the last two class days (4/23 and 11/30); Honors students will present at the Reading Day departmental celebration on 4/2.
A third objective will be for students to make and implement plans for postgraduate education and careers. 
If the course is taken as HIS 498-Honors, the project must meet Honors and teaching fellows requirements as well as those of the History department.


COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will:
   1. apply major methods and philosophies of history to their own historical research project 
   2. frame sound conceptual, analytical, and methodological approaches to a particular historical
        topic

   3. develop their research and information retrieval skills through finding, assessing and
        synthesizing resources available through print and electronic media
   4. develop writing skills through course assignments 
   5. make effective oral presentations in class discussion and on formal occasions
   6. sharpen their analytical and critical thinking skills through their research project and various

        course assignments;
   7. make appropriate use of information technology in seeking, exchanging and presenting ideas
   8. identify career interests and pursue connections towards them
                     GENERAL EDUCATION LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon completion of a Writing Intensive course students will be able to 
  1. analyze and criticize arguments; 

  2. formulate, support, and express ideas with confidence; 

  3. write clearly, cogently, and aptly; 

  4. select appropriate rhetorical strategies for an audience; 

  5. employ current research tools and strategies; 

  6. apply the appropriate manuscript style for her chosen discipline (APA, MLA, etc). 

Upon completion of an Oral Communications thread course students will be able to 
  1. employ current research tools and strategies; 

  2. write and organize thoughts appropriate for the context; 

  3. speak clearly, cogently, and aptly both individually and as part of a group; 

  4. select rhetorical strategies appropriate for her audience; 

  5. listen actively for denotative and connotative meaning. 


COURSE REQUIREMENTS

The Seminar

You will be required to attend class regularly, complete all readings and assignments on time, participate in all classroom discussions and activities, and give four (4) formal oral presentations.  As regular attendance is particularly important to the success of this seminar, more than one (1) unexcused absence will negatively affect your grade; you will be docked 1/2 of a letter grade for each unexcused absence after the first. An unexcused absence is any absence for which you have no good reason, or which you do not discuss with me. All assignments are due by the dates indicated; as a general rule there will be no incompletes or extensions granted.  If you have a legitimate conflict, i.e. religious holiday, official extracurricular activities, etc.- you must inform me and make arrangements well in advance (see below).  You will receive detailed assignments via email.  It will be your responsibility to check email regularly and to be certain that you have read and completed all assignments for class.  

Technology Etiquette:
    For a generation of multi-taskers, college is surprisingly old-fashioned. In other words, while in class I expect you to be present in body, mind, and spirit, and have your attention completely devoted to class activities. This means a variety of things: 

1. your cell phone should be turned off before entering class;

2. your laptop should only be used for taking notes and/or accessing web-based and other materials

    as part of the lesson for that day;   

3. you should not be using your computer for instant messaging, Facebook updating, YouTube

    surfing, online shopping, etc., while in class; it can all wait!
    Respecting these expectations is a simple matter of courtesy to me and your classmates; again, failure to adhere to these rules will affect your participation, and thus overall, grade negatively.  The first infraction will result in a warning; for each infraction thereafter you will be asked to leave class, and you will be marked for an unexcused absence for that day. 

Grading in the Seminar:  20% of your final grade will depend on attendance and participation as explained above and as outlined in the department’s Class Participation Rubric; 80% of your grade

will depend upon your oral presentations as explained in the Oral Communication Rubric developed by the department. Grading will be on a 10 point scale: 90-100=A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 65-69=D, 64-0=F.  Although the grade for your research project will determine your final grade for HIS 498/9, if you do not achieve at least a B in the seminar portion of the course, you will not pass HIS 498/9 regardless of the grade you receive on your research project; you will need to repeat the seminar portion of the course.
The Research Project 
The grade for your research project (generally 20-30 pages in length) will be determined according to the project evaluation sheet developed by the department and made available to you at the beginning of the course. Although I will be in charge of all research, you will also consult with a research advisor with expertise in your project area.  Details of this collaboration will follow in class.

Disabilities, Religious Holidays, Weather, & Extracurricular Activities:

   In regard to disabilities and other special learning needs, students must make appropriate arrange-ments with me and all other relevant personnel and/or administrative offices in advance.  Please refer to the college catalog and handbook for official policies.

   In regard to religious holidays recognized by the college, students must inform me well in advance of any anticipated absences to be assured of an opportunity to make up missed work.  In like fashion, 

students participating in official extracurricular activities will generally be given an opportunity to make up missed work, but again must inform me well in advance and provide official notification prior to any missed classes.  Again, refer to the college catalog for rules and policies.

   In regard to inclement weather, we will follow official college policies and announcements.    

Statement of Honor  We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility. Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment. 

  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained. Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities. If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life. As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Course Readings: 

Selections from~
Richard Marius, A Short Guide to Writing about History
Mark Gilderhus, History and Historians
& assorted readings (on reserve & Blackboard, marked by *)

Both texts are available on Novak closed reserve in the student study room in Joyner 205.  
Class Schedule:
1/9


Introduction

1/11, 1/18 

Readings and presentations on historiography 
Marius, 5th ed. pp. 75-81 (11-28, 81-98); 6th ed. pp. 79-85 (8-28, 85-105)  
*Barzun, The Searcher’s Mind and Virtues, pp. 35-47
1/23


Readings and discussion on historiography 
Gilderhus, 5th ed. chs. 4-5,7 (pp. 51-90, 107-131); 7th ed. chs. 4-6 (pp.50-

    110) 
*The Visible and Invisible Worlds of Salem, pp. 22-45
1/25
 

Group session at Career Center
2/6, 2/8

Presentations on preliminary research
3/19, 3/21

Presentations on research outline and time line
4/16, 4/18

Preliminary presentations of HIS 499 projects

4/23, 4/25

Presentations of HIS 499 projects in class 

4/26

            Presentation of Honors Theses in Chapel Common Room
4/27 (5:00pm)

Final Project due to Project Director
Research Paper Schedule:
Weeks 1-4: 
    Readings in historiography & relevant topical literature

Week 2:          
Definition of initial topic area for Thesis

Week 5:         

Definition of final topic 

Week 8:

Final project outline and sources

Week 14:

Complete First Draft
Week 16:

Finished Paper
