Dr. Dan Fountain (fountain@meredith.edu) 
Phone: Office 760-2825
Office Hours (Room 226 Joyner Hall): MWTR 1-2pm; Or By Appointment
HIS 409-A Global Slavery in Historical Perspective Spring 2012 MWF 9am Joyner 234
Course Description: This course is designed to explore the global history of slavery and understand the growing role that slavery and “unfree labor” still plays in individual countries and the world economy.  Because of its extensive history with this institution, the United States’ experience with slavery will serve as a reference point for comparing historic and contemporary forms of slavery and “unfree labor.”   
Course Objectives & Educational Outcomes: By taking this course students will
1.  possess a deeper understanding of slavery as an historical institution and in particular as it pertains to US history and North Carolina and the world today
2.  develop critical thinking and analytical writing skills by engaging the subject in class discussions and formal writing assignments.
3.  hone verbal skills by actively participating in class discussions and by delivering formal presentations on an approved project of their own design
	4.  develop research skills by completing a research project and presentation based largely on primary source materials
Global Perspectives Course Learning Outcomes:

1.  Students will analyze at least one global issue with current implications using a variety of perspectives and methods.

2.  Students will compare how different world cultures respond to at least one global issue.

3. Students will express their knowledge of the global issue through written work, presentation, or artistic production.
	
Course Requirements:  Although some of the class will be in lecture format, the typical class will require students to participate in class discussions of assigned readings.  Graded work for this course includes two mid-term essay exams over the required readings, a final exam, and a research project.  The exams are worth a combined total of 70% (20% each midterm, 30% final exam) of your final grade with the research project equaling another 20%.  The remaining 10% of your grade will be determined by attendance and class participation.  Class participation will include taking part in the letter writing campaigns of organizations combating global slavery (Student Action with Farmworkers, Anti-Slavery International, Amnesty International, etc…).  Students will submit copies of the letters written to the professor.  Due dates for papers and additional assignments will be determined by the instructor and will not always mirror those appearing on the syllabus. There will be NO MAKEUP PRESENTATIONS OR EXAMS without previous approval of the professor or unless a valid and documented excuse is provided.  NO LATE OR UNSTAPLED PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED. If you are going to be absent on the day a paper is due, you must either turn in the final paper before the due date or contact the professor and immediately submit the paper electronically.  Final grades will be based on a ten point scale (100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, Below 60=F)

Expectations for Class Participation Adapted from Teaching Concerns: Newsletter of the Teaching Resource Center for Faculty and Teaching Assistants, University of Virginia, Jan 1996. Available: http://trc.virginia.edu/tc/1996/Grading.htm

Please note that it is EXPECTED that you will ENGAGE the subject matter we cover in class during the semester.  Silence in the class is unacceptable.  Ask questions, make observations, connect your readings to the work, or offer comments!!! The chart below describes how students will be evaluated for the grade for class performance.

	Grade
	Criteria

	F
	Absent or present and generally unresponsive.

	D
	  Present, not disruptive. 
  Tries to respond when called on but does not offer much. 
  Demonstrates very infrequent involvement in discussion. 

	C
	  Demonstrates adequate preparation: knows basic case or reading facts, but does not show evidence of trying to interpret or analyze them. 
  Offers straightforward information (i.e., straight from the case or reading), without elaboration or very infrequently (perhaps once a class). 
  Does not offer to contribute to discussion, but contributes to a moderate degree when called on. 
  Demonstrates sporadic involvement. 

	B
	  Demonstrates good preparation: knows case or reading facts well, has thought through implications of them. 
  Offers interpretations and analysis of case material (more than just facts) to class. 
  Contributes well to discussion in an ongoing way: responds to other students' points, thinks through own points, questions others in a constructive way, offers and supports suggestions that may be counter to the majority opinion. 
  Demonstrates consistent ongoing involvement. 

	A
	  Demonstrates excellent preparation: has analyzed case exceptionally well, relating it to readings and other material (e.g., readings, course material, discussions, experiences, etc.). 
  Offers analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of case material, e.g., puts together pieces of the discussion to develop new approaches that take the class further. 
  Contributes in a very significant way to ongoing discussion: keeps analysis focused, responds very thoughtfully to other students' comments, contributes to the cooperative argument-building, suggests alternative ways of approaching material and helps class analyze which approaches are appropriate, etc. 
  Demonstrates ongoing very active involvement. 


Research Project: Students will be placed into groups of 2 or 3 and each student group will complete a research project on a modern manifestation of slavery covered during the course.  Topics might include but are not limited to human trafficking, forced prostitution, debt bondage, globalization and labor markets in developing nations, and child labor.  The research project will culminate in a class presentation of the topic.  The class presentations will be open to the Meredith and Triangle communities.  
Attendance: Attendance is required.  Students must inform your professor beforehand if you will miss class for an illness or medical reason (when possible), approved religious holiday, intercollegiate athletic competition or official school activity.  As attendance and participation comprises 10% of your final grade, undocumented absences will hurt your grade.  Students who engage in inappropriate online activities or texting during class will be marked absent for the day.  Any exam, presentation, or assignment of any kind missed without prior notification (where possible) and a valid reason for the absence will count as a zero.  When you miss any exam or established deadline for a legitimate reason, you have one week to contact the professor and arrange to makeup the work missed.  If you fail to contact the professor one week after missing the exam or deadline the missed work will be assigned a zero.

Technological etiquette
Cell phones and other electronic devices: As a courtesy to the instructor and to each other, students should keep their cell phones turned off during the class. If a student is expecting an urgent call (e.g. related to an illness in the family), she should let me know before the class, and leave the classroom to take the call when it comes.
 
If I see a student texting during class, I will count her absent for the day. If I see a student texting at any point during a quiz or an exam, the student will receive a zero on that assignment as well as being marked absent.
 
Laptops: please do not use your laptops in class.
Exceptions:
a. when I specifically ask you to (for example, to complete course evaluations or other in-class, online activities)
 
b.     if you have a documented disability or special need, and using a laptop in class helps mitigate the effects of that disability. If this is the case, please bring a copy of the documentation from the Disability Services Office and come talk to me ASAP so that we can work out a special arrangement.

Inclement Weather: We will follow the official college policies and announcements.
Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 201-A Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

Readings:
Peter Kolchin, American Slavery: 1619-1877. 
Kevin Bales, Disposable People: New Slavery in the Global Economy.
Supplemental readings assigned by the instructor. 
HONOR CODE: We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith College student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Anticipated Schedule of Class Topics and Readings 

Week One (Beginning Jan 9-13, MWF ): Course Introduction / Movie & Research Teams
Reading: 

Week Two (Beginning Jan 18-20, WF ): /Nature of Slavery/The Legacy of Old World Slavery (Ancient Greece and Rome) 
Readings: Patterson, Slavery & Social Death; Blackburn (both on Blackboard), 

Week Three (Beginning Jan 23-27, MWF ): / New World Slavery/ Native American to African slaves/Transatlantic Slave Trade/ Slavery in Africa in 17th & 18th Centuries
Readings : Thornton Chapters 2& 4 on Blackboard

Week Four (Beginning Jan 30-Feb 3, MWF ): Unfree Labor & Slavery in Colonial America and the Caribbean
Readings:  Kolchin, Chapters 1-2

Week Five (Beginning Feb 6-10, MWF ):  American Revolution/ Northern Emancipation/ Free Blacks-North & South 
Readings: Kolchin, Chapter 3 
1st Midterm Exam 

Week Six (Beginning Feb 13-17, MWF ): Antebellum Slavery : Organization, Control, Paternalism/ White Southerners/Work 
Readings: Kolchin, Chapter 4 & pgs 169-189. 

Week Seven (Beginning Feb 20-24, MWF ): Library Trip/Submission of Research Proposal & Group Meetings with Instructor to Discuss Research Proposal
Proposal Due Wednesday Feb 22nd/ Meetings Friday Feb 24th

Week Eight (Beginning  Feb 27-Mar 2, MWF ): Slave Life & Culture 
Readings: Kolchin, Chapter 5; Selections from American Slavery: A Composite Autobiography
Spring Break Begins Mar 5-11

Week Nine (Beginning Mar 12-16, MWF ): Resistance-Rebellion/Amistad
Readings: Kolchin pgs 189-199

Week Ten (Beginning Mar 19-23, MWF ): Abolition/Proslavery Arguments/ Sectional Differences 
Readings: TBA

Week Eleven (Beginning Mar 26-30, MWF): Civil War/Emancipation & “Reconstruction” in Former Slave Societies
Readings: Kolchin, Chapter 7
2nd Mid Term Exam

Week Twelve (Beginning Apr 2-4, MW ): Modern Slavery/Films
Readings: Bales, (Selections from Disposable People)
Easter Recess Apr 6-8

Week Thirteen (Beginning Apr 9-13, MWF):  Films/ Research in Library

Week Fourteen (Beginning Apr 16-20, MWF ): Research in Library

Week Fifteen (Beginning Apr 23-25, MW): Presentations and Discussion of Research Findings with Class and Public
Research Project Due Apr 23

Reading Day Apr 26 No Classes/ Final Exam Week Apr 27-May 4
Final Exam: Thursday May 3rd at 9am






Guide for Research Proposal
Assignment: Students will be placed into groups of  2 or 3 and each student group will complete a country or region specific research project on a modern manifestation of slavery.  Topics might include but are not limited to human trafficking, forced prostitution, debt bondage, globalization and labor markets in developing nations, and child labor.  The research project will culminate in a class presentation of the topic.  The class presentations should be multimedia where appropriate and will be advertised and open to the Meredith and Triangle communities.  
Due Date: Wednesday Feb 22nd, students will submit research proposal and meet with professor on Friday Feb 24th

A research proposal should be a typed detailed, description of the topic you will address for the required research project for this course.  It will generally be a substantial, descriptive paragraph of the specific subject you will examine and the organizing framework you will employ in addressing/analyzing the topic.  It should be more than a simple statement like “I’m doing something about women.”[footnoteRef:1]  A good proposal will identify a specific topic that has a well defined chronological, geographical, categorical, or thematic limitations.  It should not be vague like the example given above.  Each group will divide the project into 3 coherent parts and will identify in the proposal who will be responsible for that aspect of the project.  [1:  This is an actual quote from a former fellow student who was attempting to describe their research to a professor.  Egads!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!] 


· Historical background of the region of focus and its past history with the institution of slavery/unfree labor

			Demographic, political, historical information about the country/region
			History of slavery in region
				Ethnic/cultural/religious/political groups involved
			Connect older trends or conditions to present day as they relate to slavery/unfree labor

· The nature of unfree labor in that region today

			Who are the slaves/ slaveowners?
			How are slaves acquired and held?
			What social, cultural, religious, political, and/or economic forces facilitate this form of unfree labor?
			Are the above contributing factors a new development or are they a reflection of longstanding trends?

· Potential solutions to the problem of unfree labor in this nation/region

			How can slavery as it currently exists be stopped/prevented/limited?
			Identify groups engaged in ending this labor form—what are their strategies?  Are they effective?
			Obstacles to ending slavery in this nation/region
			How can US/NC citizens become more aware of and help in the fight against this manifestation of slavery?
			Names and activities of groups in the US/NC who are actively fighting against slavery 

Sources:  A good research proposal must also include a preliminary bibliography to demonstrate that the topic is feasible.  Your bibliography will ideally contain both primary and secondary sources including books and scholarly articles.  On the whole, an initial bibliography should contain approximately 10 sources.  For the final paper, each section should have at least 10 sources to support the coverage of the topic  (total paper = 30 sources minimum/ 10 for each section)  Of course, this list can change as you will undoubtedly locate more sources for your project and some of those initially located will not prove to be very useful.  However, while change is inevitable, you should examine the sources you initially locate to some degree in order to help determine the feasibility of your project.  None of the sources should be reference works like encyclopedias or dictionaries.  While these are good places to find initial information and sources for your topic they are brief summaries by design and are not generally appropriate for the in depth analysis a research project of this nature requires.  Webpages are also inappropriate for inclusion in a bibliography.  However, primary sources that are available on the internet are useful and encouraged.  Examples of good primary sources available on the web are government or non-government organization (NGO) reports posted to the web.  If you doubt a site’s credibility, check with your professor before relying too heavily on a source that might be unreliable.

Useful beginning points for research on slavery in the modern era

	Kevin Bales, Disposable People.  (use his footnotes for leads to other sources)

	Antislavery International	www.antislaveryinternational.org 

	US Department of State	www.USINFO.STATE.GOV

		Trafficking in Persons Report 2006 (HTML & PDF formats) posted on the Office to Monitor & Combat TIP

			www.state.gov/g/tip

	US Department of Justice	www.usdoj.gov

		Attorney Generals Report on Activities to Combat Human Trafficking, Fiscal Year 2010

http://www.justice.gov/ag/annualreports/tr2010/agreporthumantrafficking2010.pdf	

UN Office on Drugs & Crime

		Trafficking in Persons: Global Patterns 	

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/global-report-on-trafficking-in-persons.html

	CIA World Fact Book	www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook
