HIS-343: History of North Carolina

Professor J. Michael McElreath 

Fall 2008, 12:30-1:50, Tuesday & Thursday
mcelreat@meredith.edu, 760-8825

Office: 218 Joyner, Hours: Mon & Wed, 1-2, Tues & Thurs 11-12, and by appointment

Catalogue Description:  A study of North Carolina from the Colonial period to the present. Emphasis is on the internal forces which shaped the state and its contributions in the national history.
Goals:

The course focus is on selected topics in North Carolina history and politics from just before the European “Age of Exploration” to the present. Our priority is to provide useful knowledge and methods of inquiry that students can use eventually as teachers in and/or citizens of this state. Readings and lectures will raise questions about the particular history of NC, especially in relation to economic and racial disparities and aspects of culture that transcend some of those differences. We will compare the experiences of NC’s people across and within cultures, with special attention to social, political, and economic ideas and practices. 

Some students (those preparing for teaching licensure and any others who wish to participate) will work with students in a local 8th grade NC History class on a service learning project. This project and reflection on its effects will constitute one quarter of the course grade. The project will require at least 30 hours of time during the semester, though over half of this time can be logged during our class meetings. Syllabus weeks marked with an asterisk (*) below are weeks in which we may visit the local school together on either Tuesday or Thursday. On those days, if you are NOT participating in the service project, you have the option to go with us to the local school and lend a hand. If you prefer, you can stay on campus, complete answers to questions on the assigned readings, and then be dismissed.
Learning Outcomes:
By the end of the course, students will be able to:

--understand the major themes in North Carolina history
--analyze NC history & political development 

--demonstrate skills of analysis and presentation in both written and oral form, through classroom discussion, a midterm exam, one or two analytical papers, and a culminating project.

Those who complete the Unit Plan will be able to:

--translate their knowledge of the state’s history into a usable unit plan for 8th grade NC history students

--understand how to engage students using lesson plans that demand student interaction and an appropriate degree of rigor

Those who participate in the Service Learning Project will be able to:

--use the knowledge gained in the course and/or the priorities of our cooperating teacher to help a group of 8th grade students gain mastery over a body of content

--design a service learning plan which our cooperating students can use to carry their learning to others
Assignments & grading (10-point scale):

Class Preparation (checked by reading quizzes)



10%

Class participation (attendance, contributions to discussion)

20%

Short analytical paper 






10%

Midterm







10%

Longer analytical research paper / Unit Plan



25%

Culminating Project / Service Learning




25%
All work will be graded on a 10-point grading scale (A=90-100, B=80-89, etc.)
Explanation:

Class participation: Contributions to discussion will be judged on the basis of pertinence, perspicacity, and frequency (in this last category aim for the middle ground—contribute, but also listen). Each student will be responsible to prepare discussion questions and lead our group in analyzing readings, probably 2-3 times during the semester. Each time you are assigned to lead us in this way, your ability to elicit a constructive and probing analysis will be graded. Attendance is expected and will count in calculating your grade. Please contact me to explain any absences. For each absence above one, unless there is some good reason why you could not attend, class participation part of grade will be reduced by a letter grade.
Analytical papers / Unit Plan: All students will write a short paper (4-5 pp.). Some will also write a longer paper (10-12 pp.). The short paper will be on the themes raised by the Harriet Jacobs book. The longer paper will be on the Tim Tyson book. Both analytical papers should draw on primary sources in addition to the books. Specifics about this project are available on Blackboard. I can help you identify worthwhile questions and sources, but the analysis will be your own. Late papers will be penalized one letter grade per day.
Those planning to teach may, instead of preparing the longer paper, prepare a unit plan for teaching a full unit (approximately 14 days) of NC History. Information on unit requirements is available on Blackboard. No extensions will be granted on the unit plans; they must be turned in by Dec. 2 or they will not be accepted.
Culminating Project / Service Learning: Rather than a traditional exam at the end of the course, students will present a project that explores in greater detail some theme or event either elided or only touched on in class. Your project must provide sufficient historical evidence to support your claims, and it must address social, political, and/or economic changes over time.


Those who participated in the Serving Learning Project with a cooperating local 8th grade class will instead present a reflection on that project, demonstrating the project’s design, intent, and outcomes. For more information on the SL project, see the attached sheets.
Statement of Honor: We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. Any student in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, has an obligation to report herself to the proper authorities. Any student aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student must call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, students accept the Honor System as a way of life.  Meredith students are responsible for insuring that the Honor System is carried out at all times.

Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 

Inclement Weather: Unless there is a college-wide cancellation of classes, this course will meet as scheduled.

Texts:

Mobley, ed., The Way We Lived in North Carolina (2003)

Christensen, The Paradox of Tar Heel Politics (2008)

Yellin, ed., Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself (by Harriet Jacobs)

Tyson, Blood Done Sign My Name (2005)

Plus additional short readings made available through Blackboard or handed out in class.

Course Outline and Assignments:

Aug 21


Why study North Carolina’s history?
Aug 26-28

Natives & Newcomers, NC Before 1770 (by Betsy Fenn & Peter Wood)



Mobley: Read by Aug 26 to p. 49; by Aug 28 to p. 104
Sept 2-4

An Independent People, NC 1770-1820 (by Harry Watson)



Mobley: 160 / 230 
Sept 9-11*

Close to the Land, NC 1820-1870 (by Thomas Clayton)



Mobley: 288 / 349 
Sept 16-18

Slavery in Antebellum NC
Read: Yellin, ed., Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written by Herself 

  (by Harriet Jacobs), through p. 104 / 251 [Papers due by noon on Sept. 22]
Sept 23-25*

The Quest for Progress, NC 1870-1920 (by Sydney Nathans)



Mobley: 404 / 465 
Sept 26 (FRI)

Field Trip to Historic Stagville, Durham County




Short Readings on Blackboard

Sept 30-Oct 2*

The Roots of Modern NC Politics, 1890s-WWII



Christensen: 61 / 108

Oct 7


Midterm
FALL BREAK

Oct 14-16*

Express Lanes & Country Roads, NC 1920-present (by Thomas 




Parramore)



Mobley: 519 / 580 
Oct 18-19

OPTIONAL: Field Trip to New Bern

Oct 21-23*

NC Politics, 1940s-1960s
Christensen: 153 / 202
(Oct 21: Culminating Project topics chosen)
Oct 28-30*

NC Politics, 1960s-1980s
Christensen: 234 / 260
Nov 4-6*

Nov 4 – VOTE!

Tyson: 60 / 117
(Nov 4: Culminating Project sources identified)
Nov 11-13* 

Tyson: 166 / 219
Nov 18-20*

Tyson: 287 / 325



Nov 20: Tyson Paper or Unit Plan Draft Due

Nov 25


NC Politics, 1990s-Present

Christensen to 312
(Rough Draft of Culminating Projects Due in order to get feedback by Dec 5)
THANKSGVING BREAK

Dec 2


Last Day of Class: Unit Plan Due, Final Visit to Cooperating Classroom (?)
Monday, Dec 8, 1-4pm: Culminating Presentations and/or Descriptions of Service Learning


Service Learning Option for HIS-343
This option will involve working with local 8th graders in a NC History class. Under the grant that funds Service Learning courses, students who choose this option must complete 30 hours in training and direct service with the students we work with.

Of  this 30 hours, about 5 hours will be training (online, with Dr. McElreath, and/or other instructors), the rest will be working directly with students. My hope is that most of this time with students will occur during our regular class. I hope we can use 8-10 class periods to travel to a local middle school and work on this project. If we do so, we will still need some additional contact time with the 8th graders, and we will work out a schedule that will fit the schedules of all concerned. The additional time might be found, for instance, during the students’ lunch or after school. 
What will the project be? That depends on the needs outlined by the cooperating teacher who is willing to work with us. The SL grant is quite flexible, and so long as the final outcome of the project is the involvement of some of our 8th graders in a service project of their own, it will probably be acceptable. Two ideas I had were:

· something like a mural or other visual (or digital?) display that could highlight important events / people in the history of NC 

· a project involving voter education in the run-up to the election of a new governor and other state officials in November

Whatever the project, we will use it to help enhance the skills of the 8th graders (perhaps in reading, writing, presentation skills, etc.) 

Specific expectations:

· At least 30 hours of service (including training)

· Consistent work with at least two students throughout the semester. You will get to know specific students and their progress will be evaluated by the cooperating teacher. Students will also complete surveys on their experience of working with you.
· On-going reflection on the SL project and a culminating presentation about the entire SL experience during our final exam period. This reflection should be substantive and thorough, and it will be a major part of your grade for the semester.

· See the reverse side for information on grant-specific requirements, most of which involve a December 5 due date, after our last class but before our exam.
This experience will satisfy the Service Learning component of the General Education requirements. For those considering a teaching career, this option is an excellent way to gain experience in a school setting.
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