HIS-333: History of the South

Professor J. Michael McElreath 

Fall 2009



mcelreat@meredith.edu, 760-8825

MWF, 12-12:50pm 


Office: 218 Joyner

Joyner 236 



Hours: Mon-Thurs 11-12, and by appointment
Catalogue Description:  A study of those aspects of Southern experience which have made the South a unique region from its early settlement to the present; includes social, political, cultural, and economic developments.

Goals:

The course is designed to teach selected topics in southern history from the European “Age of Exploration” to the present. What made (and makes?) the South different within colonial America and then the United States? Some say climate, others say manners, but, of course, any differences have deep historical roots. In this class, we will think critically about those historical roots, important events, the development of “southern” ideas, and what makes the South “southern.” Readings and lectures will raise questions about the particular history of the region, especially in relation to economic, racial, and gender disparities and aspects of culture that transcend some of those differences. We will compare people across and within a variety of “Souths,” with special attention to social, political, and economic differences. We will finish the semester with attention to whether the South persists as anything more substantial that distinct foodways and inaccurate stereotypes. Y’all come!
Learning Outcomes:

By the end of the course, students should have a good understanding of the major themes in southern history and how historians use sources to arrive at their understanding of what happened and why in the past. Students will have practiced being historians by:

· analyzing both secondary & primary sources in both written and oral form, through classroom discussions and two analytical papers.
· citing sources properly in the two papers.

· conducting independent research as part of the culminating project.

· synthesizing what they learn on the two exams and in the culminating project presentations.

Assignments & grading (10-point scale):
Class preparation (checked by quizzes on readings & lectures)

10%

Class participation (attendance, contributions to discussion)

20%

Two Exams (10/7 & 11/23) 





20%

Two analytical papers (9/21 & 11/9)




30%

Culminating Project (12/9)





20%
Explanation:
At least 10 class periods will begin with unannounced quizzes with questions on recent readings and/or lectures. Quizzes will be open-note (not open-book), but notes must be printed rather than on computer if you want to use them for the quiz. For every 6 quizzes, I will drop the lowest quiz grade. No make-up quizzes will be given.

Class participation: Contributions to discussion will be judged on the basis of pertinence, perspicacity, and frequency (in this last category aim for the middle ground—contribute, but also listen). Each student will assist me in facilitating class discussions about BB readings/sources, probably twice during the semester. When helping to facilitate, you will prepare a set of discussion questions to help elicit a constructive and probing analysis of the sources. Guidelines for how to analyze sources are posted on Blackboard. When not facilitating, all students should prepare at least three written comments and/or questions about the readings. These questions will be collected from students who are not active participants in the discussion. Attendance is expected and will count in calculating your grade. Please contact me to explain any absences. For each absence above one, unless there is some good reason why you could not attend, class participation part of grade will be reduced by a letter grade.
Exams: There will be two exams, both of which will require the synthesis of readings and lectures. The final exam is not cumulative.

Analytical papers: 4-6 pages, drawing on primary sources made available on Blackboard. Each student will analyze a question suggested by the topics in the readings, which we may also have discussed briefly in class. Requirements for this assignment are posted on Blackboard. [Due by 9/21 & 11/9. Late papers penalized a letter per day.]
Culminating Project: At the end of the course, students will present a project that completes this statement: “The South, as a distinct region suvives/is largely passed because_____.” Regardless of how you and your group complete the statement, your answer must provide sufficient historical evidence to support your claims, and it must address social, political, and/or economic changes over time. Requirements for this assignment are posted on Blackboard.
Texts:

John Boles, The South Through Time: A History of an American Region, vols. 1 & 2 (3rd ed.)
Plus additional short readings (5-10 pp.) made available on Blackboard or in class.
Statement of Honor: We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. Any student in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, has an obligation to report herself to the proper authorities. Any student aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student must call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, students accept the Honor System as a way of life.  Meredith students are responsible for insuring that the Honor System is carried out at all times.

Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 

Inclement Weather: Unless there is a college-wide cancellation of classes, this course will meet as scheduled.

Course Outline and Assignments:

Part I: Old South

Wed, 8/19

Introduction: Why study southern history?
Fri, 8/21

The First South & European Invasion (Boles, ch. 1)
Mon,8/24

The Early Chesapeake: Tobacco & Slaves (Boles, ch. 2 & Edmund Morgan, from
American Slavery, American Freedom: The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia, on BB)
Wed, 8/26

Other Colonial Souths: Carolinas, Spanish, Georgia (Boles, ch. 3)
Fri, 8/28

Colonial Societies: Elite, Slave, Backcountry (Boles, ch. 4)
Mon, 8/31

Tensions with England & the French & IndianWar; Did the South Support the 




Revolution? Why/why not? (Boles, ch. 5-6)
Wed, 9/2

War on Three Fronts: England, Slaves, Indians (Boles, ch. 7 and BB sources)
Fri, 9/4


Southerners Help Create the US (Boles, ch. 8)
Mon, 9/7

LABOR DAY – No Class

Wed, 9/9

Land, Cotton, and Sugar Remake the Western South (Boles, pp.151-163)
Fri, 9/11

The Great Revival & Religion in the South (Boles, pp. 163-169 and BB)
Mon,9/14

Nationalism & Expansion, 1800-1819 (Boles, 170-182)
Wed, 9/16

The Rise of a Self-Conscious South (Boles, 182-186 and BB)
Fri, 9/18

Southern Agriculture (Boles, ch. 11)
Mon, 9/21

Papers Due – no new readings 
Wed, 9/23

Old South Diversity: White Societies, Elite and Non-elite, and Black, Slave & 




Free (Boles, ch. 12)
Fri, 9/25

Non-Patriarchs: White Women, Slave Women, & the Cherokee Tragedy 




(Boles, ch. 13)

Mon, 9/28

Defending the “Southern Way of Life” (Boles, ch. 14 and BB)
Wed, 9/30 

Sectionalism & the Road to Disunion (Boles, chs. 15-16) 
Fri, 10/2

The Spark: The Secession Crisis & Fort Sumter (Boles, ch. 17)
Mon, 10/5

The War (Boles, chs.18-19)
Wed, 10/7 

First Exam
Part II: New South
Mon, 10/12

Various Plans for Reconstruction (Boles, ch. 20)
Wed, 10/14

Reconstruction Reality Check, I (Boles, ch. 21)
Fri, 10/16

Reconstruction Reality Check, II (Boles, ch. 22)

Mon, 10/19

Changes Towards a Newer South (Boles, ch. 23)
Wed,10/21

Women in the Post-War South (Boles, pp. 439-444 and BB)
Fri, 10/23

Progressivism & Industrialization in the New South (Boles, pp. 444-456)
Mon, 10/26

The New Deal in the South (Boles, pp. 457-466 and BB)
Wed, 10/28

The Nadir of Race Realtions (Boles, pp. 466-476 and BB)
Fri,10/30

Southern Literature Emerges (Boles, pp. 477-486 and BB)
Mon, 11/2

Southern Music (Boles, pp. 486-491 and links to music on BB)
Wed, 11/4

New Southern Politics (Boles, ch. 27)
Fri, 11/6

The South and WWII (Boles, pp. 503-509 and BB)
Mon, 11/9

Papers Due – no new reading 
Wed, 11/11

The New South Emerges (Boles, pp. 509-536)
Fri, 11/13

Changes in Southern Race Relations, I (Boles, pp. 537-555)
Mon, 11/16
 
Changes in Southern Race Relations, II (Boles, pp. 555-565)
Wed, 11/18

The Great Political Shift: Southern Republicans (Boles, ch. 30)
Fri,11/20 

The Decline of Southern Democrats &  What Remains of “The South”? 

(Boles, ch.31-32)
Mon,11/23 

Second Exam
THANKSGIVING

Mon, 11/30

The Election of 2008: Is the Solid South Dead? (Blackboard readings)
Wed, 12/2

Evaluations & Final Prep for presentations
Wednesday Dec 9, 1pm - Exam Period: Culminating Presentations & Final Exam (Joyner 236)
