HIS 319:

Contemporary American History
Meredith College: Spring, 2011, M/W/F 11-11:50
Instructor: Molly Varley

Office: Joyner 218  Phone: 8825  email: varleymo@meredith.edu
Office Hours: MWF 10-11 or by appointment

Course Description
An in depth study of the U.S. since 1945. Major emphasis on domestic politics, foreign relations, economic policy, urban crisis, civil rights, youth movement, and women’s rights.
Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes
At the conclusion of this course students will be able to:

· Understand the major developments in American history from the end of World War II through to present day.
· Understand how scholars have evaluated American history.

· Trace the development of the American national identity in the face of expanding multiculturalism.
· Frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence.

· Recognize plagiarism and learn to properly document the ideas and words of others.
· Examine how diverse cultures have shaped significant ideas, ideals, and values of U.S. society.
· Express their knowledge of an important U.S. cultural issue through written work, presentation, or artistic production.
Some questions we will consider: 

· How have race and immigration shaped the last 65 years?  What places have African-Americans, Native peoples, and immigrants had in the modern American society?  What places do women, gay and transgender people have?  What room is there for multiculturalism in modern America?
· How have individual Americans viewed themselves and their connection to other each other and to the rest of the world?  What factors change or reinforce those images and opinions?  What is America’s place in a globalized world?
· What has war meant to modern Americans?  How has the experience of war changed in the modern period, and how has it changed, or reinforced, aspects of American society or culture?
Required Texts: 

1. Robert Griffith and Paula Baker, Major Problems in American History Since 1945, 3rd edition (ISBN: 0618550062)
Requirements

· Participation:  

This means coming to class every day.  You may have up to three unexcused absences in the course of the semester.  I suggest that you save your allotted absences for when you really are unable to come to class.  Any absences beyond those three will cause your final grade to drop by one letter grade.  Participation will equal 20% of your final grade, but it means more than simply showing up.  If you come to class every day but do not ever speak in class, you will not receive full credit for participation.

I expect you to have done the reading and be ready and willing to participate in discussions.  Participation means actively listening and responding to each other and to me.  You should be able to demonstrate that you have done the reading each day.  As is the case with most history courses, this is a very reading-intensive course, so it is important to keep up with the reading schedule.
· Quizzes
Every class meeting that has an assigned reading will have a corresponding quiz on blackboard.  There are 28 quizzes, 2 for each chapter, and collectively will make up 30% of your grade.  These must be completed PRIOR to class time. You WILL NOT be able to access them on Blackboard after 11 am on the day they are due.  Because these are quizzes that you take at home, make-up quizzes will not be given under any circumstances.  If you miss class on a quiz day, you still must submit the quiz by class time on that day.  If you miss the 11am deadline, you will NOT be able to take the quiz for that day.
· Presentation

You will give a presentation to the class based about one of the topics listed at the end of this syllabus.  In it you will compare the historical interpretation of the event with the media coverage of at that time.  These should run about 20 minutes.  Attached to this syllabus is a list of appropriate topics and their dates.  Use also the guide for response essays to structure and plan your presentation.  

Your grade will be based on your presentation and on the notes you give me.  This presentation will be worth 20% of your grade.


SELECTION of your topic: Give me your list of top 3 topic choices by class time on Wed. Jan 12.  I will then assign you one of those 3 topics.  Your due date is listed on the syllabus.  

· Response Essays
Two times in the semester you will write 1 page responses to the presentation on that day.  This paper is a formal essay that gives an overview of the historical topic.  You should outline the general “Who, what, where, why, and with what result” details and then give a sense of how that topic is connected to the broad themes in American history that we have been discussing.  You may also take this time to discuss what questions you still have about the topic.  
After each presentation I will RANDOMLY choose 2 students who will write response papers.  Once you have written two responses your name will be removed from the pool.  If you must miss a class when a presentation is to be held, you must inform me PRIOR to class to have your name removed from the pool.  If your name is called and you are not present, you will NOT have a chance to make up that essay.  Attached to this syllabus is a note-taking guide for the presentation and to use when writing your responses papers.  These essays should run about a page and are due on the class meeting following the presentation.  Collectively, they will be worth 10% of your grade.  
· Final Essay
You will write one final essay of 5-6 pages in place of an exam.  This formal paper should express both your opinion about one of several questions that will be supplied AND back up that opinion with SPECIFIC HISTORICAL MATERIAL from class and from the text.  This essay will be worth 20% of your final grade.
Policies

· Grading: 
· I will not accept late papers except under the most extraordinary of circumstances, which must be properly documented.  Late work will be docked one letter grade for each class day it is late.  If you are participating in an official extracurricular activity on exam days, please see me.  
· I will not change grades after the semester has ended, nor will I give extra credit assignments.  Please do not ask. 
· THE LAST DAY TO WITHDRAWL FROM THIS COURSE IS MARCH 25.
· Email:
· I will not accept email submissions. Assignments must be handed to me in hard copy in class or on blackboard.  Papers turned in after class time will be counted as late. 

· Attendance:
· Come to class every day.  Any unexcused absences beyond 3 will result in a drop of one letter grade on your final grade.  
· Coming to class late or leaving early, unless you discuss a necessity for such with me, will be counted as an absence.
· If you miss a handout or notes, you should obtain them from a classmate.  I will not bring extras to the next class.
· Inclement Weather: We will hold class unless the college itself is closed.  If in doubt, contact the Meredith College inclement weather line at (919) 832-8878.  
· Classroom Behavior:
· Use cups or bottles with lids and no crinkly packages, please.  
· NO CELL PHONES WHATSOEVER!  If you use cell phones for any reason I will be forced to ask you to leave and you will be counted as absent.  
· NO INTERNET USE.  You may bring laptops for note taking, but if I suspect that you are using it for non-class purposes I will ask you to leave and you will be counted as absent. To avoid this problem entirely, bring a notebook and take notes by hand.  If this becomes a problem, I will ban computers completely.
· Please do not use your laptops in class.  While I appreciate that some of you prefer to take notes on your computers rather than by hand, I simply cannot monitor your internet use in the classroom and find that it is distracting.  Take notes by hand and retype them later.  You will learn the material better anyway.
· Take good notes. I will not provide you with my notes.  Note taking is your responsibility.
· Please be conscious of your fellow students and your behavior at all times.
· Meredith Code of Honor:

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

· Special Accommodations and Circumstances:
· Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 201-A Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website  at www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

· Other Accommodations/Special circumstances:  Please contact me as soon as possible if you have any circumstances or challenges that may affect your performance in the classroom.  I am eager to help you in any way I can.  If for any reason you are facing problems or issues that you need help with, please contact me, another professor, or the Counseling Center at counselingcenter@meredith.edu, 919-760-8427 or 202 Carroll Hall.  
Class Schedule

Assignments are listed in BOLD for each date
Mon Jan 10

Course intro, syllabus overview

Wed Jan 12

The Postwar World


Chapter 1 essays by Paterson

Quiz
Fri Jan 14


The Postwar US


Chapter 1 essays by Brinkley and Shafer

Quiz
Mon Jan 17—No Class 
Wed Jan 19


The Cold War

Chapter 2 Essays

Quiz
Fri Jan 21


The Cold War

Chapter 2 Documents

Quiz
Mon Jan 24

 
The 1950s

Chapter 3 Essays

Quiz 
Wed Jan 26
The 1950s
Chapter 3 Documents
Quiz
Fri Jan 28


Cuba and the Cold War

Chapter 4 Essays


Quiz
Mon Jan 31


Cuba and the Cold War

Chapter 4 Documents


Quiz
Wed Fed 2


Civil Rights

Chapter 5 Essays


Quiz
Fri Feb 4


Civil Rights

Chapter 5 Documents

Quiz
Mon Feb 7


Emmett Till Presentation
Wed Feb 9

Liberal Reform

Chapter 6 Essays

Quiz
Fri Feb 11


Battle of Michigan Avenue Presentation

Chapter 6 Documents
Quiz
Mon Feb 14

The New Radicalism

Chapter 7 Essays

Quiz
Wed Feb 16


The 1960s

Chapter 7 Documents 

Quiz
Fri Feb 18


Women’s Liberation

Chapter 8 Essays

Quiz

Mon Feb 21

Women’s Liberation

Chapter 8 Documents

Quiz
Wed Feb 23


Vietnam

Chapter 9 Essays 

Quiz
Fri Feb 25


Vietnam

Chapter 9 Documents
Mon Feb 28


The 1970s social and cultural

Presentation of the Incarceration of Leonard Peltier
Wed Mar 2


The 1970s

Presentation of the People’s Temple Suicide
Fri Mar 4

The Reagan Revolution

Chapter 10 Essays and Documents

Quiz

Mon Mar 7-13 NO CLASS

Mon Mar 14


The 1980s


Presentation of Release of “Walk this Way”
Wed Mar 16


The Place of Indians in Modern America

Presentation of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
Fri Mar 18


Environmentalism

Presentation of Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Mon Mar 21

Gay Liberation 

Presentation of the Murder of Matthew Shepard
Wed Mar 23


The 1990s

Chapter 11 Essays and Documents

Quiz
Fri Mar 25


The New Western History

Presentation of Release of Dances with Wolves
Mon Mar 28


Presentation of The Siege of Waco

Presentation of Arrest of Timothy McVeigh
Wed Mar 30

Race in the Modern Era


Chapter 12, Essays and Documents


Quiz
Fri Apr 1

Presentation: The Beating of Rodney King


Presentation: Jefferson/Hemings DNA
Mon Apr 4

Women in the Modern Era


Presentation of United States v. Virginia
Wed Apr 6


The Clinton Years

Chapter 13 Essays and Documents


Quiz
Fri Apr 8


The New World Order


Chapter 14 Essays and Documents


Quiz
Mon Apr 11


The War on Terror

Presentation of “Mission Accomplished”
Wed Apr 13


The War on Terror

Trials of Lynndie England
Mon Apr 18


Economic Meltdown sources & consequences


Presentation of Housing and Economic Recovery Act
Wed Apr 20, Fri Apr 22: NO CLASS

Mon Apr 25


The Control of History


Presentation of Texas School Board 
Wed Apr 27


The Tea Party & the future of politics
Final Essay Due by 10 am Friday May 6
Presentation Topics
Murder of Emmett Till (Aug. 28, 1955)
Battle of Michigan Avenue (Aug. 1968)

Incarceration of Leonard Peltier (April, 1977)

The People’s Temple Mass Suicide (Nov. 18, 1978)
Release of “Walk this Way” (1986)
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (1988)

Exxon Valdeez Oil Spill (March 24, 1989)

Murder of Matthew Shepard (Oct. 12, 1989)

Release of Dances With Wolves (1990)

Beating of Rodney King (March 3, 1991)
Siege of Waco (Feb. 1993)

Arrest of Timothy McVeigh (1995)

United States v. Virginia (1996)

Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings DNA Controversy (1998)

 “Mission Accomplished” (May 1, 2003)
Housing and Economic Recovery Act (2008)

Texas School Board History textbook changes (March, 2010)

Presentation Note-Taking Guides
Student giving presentation: 

Topic:

Overview history of the topic 

Who

Where

When

What

Why

With what result
How does this topic fit into the basic themes or trends of the time?

Which themes/trends?


How does this topic support or contradict them?

What, if any, basic contradictions exist in this topic?
What are the sources or reasons for this contradiction:

What questions about this topic do you still have?
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