HIS 310A: Modern China

Meredith College

Spring 2009

T/Th 11 am-12:20 pm

Instructor: Dr. Hilary A. Smith

Office: 222 Joyner Hall

Office hours: M-F 2-3 pm

Office phone: 919-760-8386

e-mail: smithhil@meredith.edu
Course description

China in the modern period with emphasis on traditional values in transition, the overthrow of the Manchus, the Republic, and the rise of communism; special topics of focus will include religion, education, medicine, gender and sexuality, and the environment.
Course objectives

At the end of the course, students will be able to:

· Identify on a map the sites of important events and changes in modern Chinese history

· Identify important individuals in modern Chinese history

· Describe key social, political, and intellectual changes in nineteenth- and twentieth-century China

· Relate contemporary events and debates to historical change

· Form questions about the historical context of primary sources and develop a strategy for answering those questions.

Required texts

Jonathan Spence. The Search for Modern China. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1990.
Jung Chang. Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China. New York: Anchor Books, 1992 (previously published in 1991 by Simon and Schuster). 
Jasper Becker. Hungry Ghosts: Mao’s Secret Famine. New York: Henry Holt & Co., 1998.
Xinran. The Good Women of China: Hidden Voices. New York: Anchor Books, 2002.
Peter Hessler. River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze. New York: Harper Perennial, 2006 (previously published in 2001 by HarperCollins and 2002 by Perennial).
Chen Guidi and Wu Chuntao. Will the Boat Sink the Water? The Life of China’s Peasants. New York: Public Affairs, 2006.
Requirements and grading

Students are expected to:

· Bring the week’s reading to class (the books assigned and printed-out copies of the other sources, if applicable).

· Come to class prepared to discuss the week’s reading assignment. If I have given you a discussion question, have written down some thoughts about the question. I will collect and read these jottings at random intervals over the course of the semester. They will be graded on a three-level scale. 

· Participate actively in class discussions and activities.

· Complete three (3) map quizzes over the course of the semester. 

· Take a final exam. 

Final grades will be weighted as follows:

Map quizzes: 10% each x 3=30%

Jottings=20%

Final exam=30%

Participation=20%

Grading scale:

A=90-100
B=80-89
C=70-79
D=60-69
F=0-59

Meredith does not give pluses and minuses.

Absence policy
You get four (4) free absences in this class. That means that you can choose not to come to class, for ANY reason, four times during the course of the semester without incurring an attendance penalty. But beware! Your final grade for the class will drop precipitously if you are absent more than four times. Here’s what will happen:

· 5 absences: final grade drops one full letter (from B to C, for example, or C to D)

· 7 absences: final grade drops two full letters (from A to C, for example, or B to D)

· 9 absences: final grade drops three full letters (from A to D, for example, or B to F)

· 11 or more absences: F for the class.

Budget your absences wisely. If you skip class three times and then come down with a dire illness that keeps you out of two class periods, you will drop one letter grade. If you skip class four times and then have to miss class for your grandmother’s funeral, you will drop one letter grade.

If you miss a test or quiz, you will be unable to make it up UNLESS it is for a documented emergency, OR you have cleared the absence with me more than 24 hours in advance.
Technological etiquette

As a courtesy to the instructor and to each other, students should keep their cell phones turned off during the class. If a student is expecting an urgent call (e.g. related to an illness in the family), she should let me know before the class, and leave the classroom to take the call when it comes.

LAPTOPS: please do not use your laptops in class.

Exceptions:

a. when I specifically ask you to (for example, to complete course evaluations or other in-class, online activities) 

b. if you have a documented disability or special need, and using a laptop in class helps mitigate the effects of that disability. If this is the case, come talk to me ASAP so that we can work out a special arrangement.
Students with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability, I will make reasonable accommodations to help you fulfill your potential in this class. You will need to give me a letter from the Disability Services office, located in 201-A Carroll Hall (919-760-8427), indicating what accommodations are appropriate. You can contact Disability Services by e-mailing disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
Statement of Honor

Students are expected to abide by the honor code as described in the Student Handbook:

We, the Meredith Community are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Plagiarism, in particular, is unacceptable. If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism, do not hesitate to ask. It is better to ask first than to inadvertently plagiarize and be penalized.

Inclement weather policy

In the event of inclement weather, please check the college announcement to see whether the college is closed, either by checking the Meredith home page or calling 919-832-8878. If the college is open, it is usually safe to assume that the class will meet. If not, I will post a message on our Blackboard site and send out an e-mail to students.

SCHEDULE
Things in BLUE are assigned readings from the books required for class.

Things in GREEN are assigned readings from other sources, all available online or through Blackboard.
Things in RED are tests, quizzes, and assignment deadlines.
Things in ORANGE are holidays in the People’s Republic of China.
WEEK ONE: Introduction to modern China
Read: The Search for Modern China, Preface (pp.xix-xxi)
Jan 13 (Tue)

Jan 15 (Thu) Video excerpt and discussion: “First Moon”

Tomorrow is the last day to drop/add
WEEK TWO: The nineteenth century: China’s humiliation 

Read: 

1. The Search for Modern China, pp.123-132 (“Aliens and Chinese Law” and “Opium”) 

2. Search for Modern China Chapter 7 (“The First Clash with the West,” 143-164)

3. Letter from Commissioner Lin to Queen Victoria: http://web.jjay.cuny.edu/~jobrien/reference/ob29.html
Jan 20 (Tue)

Jan 22 (Thu)

WEEK THREE: The new republic

Read: 

1. Search for Modern China Chapters 12 and 13

2. Lu Xun, “Kung I-chi,” available online at http://www.coldbacon.com/writing/luxun-calltoarms.html#Kung
[Jan 26: Happy Chinese New Year! Year of the ox begins]

Jan 27 (Tue)

Jan 29 (Thu) Map Quiz 1
WEEK FOUR: Experiments in government

Read: 

1. Search for Modern China Chapters 15 and 16

2. Excerpts from Mao Zedong, “On New Democracy.” Available online at: http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/mao/selected-works/volume-2/mswv2_26.htm
Feb 3 (Tue)

Feb 5 (Thu)

Next Monday, the 9th, is the last day to making a grading change
WEEK FIVE: WARS.

Read:

1. Search for Modern China Chapters 17 and 18

[Feb 9: Lantern Festival]

Feb 10 (Tue)

Feb 12 (Thu)

WEEK SIX The early People’s Republic.

Read: 

1. Hungry Ghosts: Chapters 3-6, 13, 16, 20.

Feb 17 (Tue)

Feb 19 (Thu) Map Quiz 2
WEEK SEVEN Cultural Revolution

Read: 

1. Wild Swans Chapters 14-18

2. The Good Women of China Chapter 12: “The childhood I cannot leave behind me”.
Feb 24 (Tue) Video excerpt and discussion: “Morning Sun”

Feb 26 (Thu)
March 2-6: Spring Break, NO CLASS
WEEK EIGHT Reform and opening

Read: 

1. Will the Boat Sink the Water? Chapters 1 and 5.

2. River Town pp. 287-292, “The Teacher.”
[March 8: Women’s Day]

Mar 10 (Tue)

Mar 12 (Thu) Video excerpt and discussion: “All Under Heaven.” 
WEEK NINE Special topics: Medicine in China

Read:

1. Wild Swans Chapter 23

2. Excerpts from A Barefoot Doctor’s Manual
[March 15: Consumer Rights Day]

Mar 17 (Tue) Video excerpt and discussion: “To Taste a Hundred Herbs.”

Mar 19 (Thu) Map Quiz 3
Tomorrow is the last day to withdraw from a class
WEEK TEN Special topics: Religion

Read: 

1. Hungry Ghosts  Chapter 11

2. The Good Women of China Chapter 6: “What Chinese women believe”
Mar 24 (Tue)

Mar 26 (Thu)
WEEK ELEVEN Special topics: Education

Read:

1. Yan Phou Lee, “When I went to school in China,” available at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1880yanlee.html
2. Ann Hulbert, “Re-Education,” New York Times Magazine (April 1, 2007). Available online at: http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/01/magazine/01China.t.html?scp=1&sq=china%20education&st=cse
Mar 31 (Tue)

April 2 (Thu)
WEEK TWELVE Special topics: women and sexuality

Read: 

1. The Good Women of China Chapter 13 “The woman whose father does not know her.”

2. Good Women of China Chapter 7. “The woman who loved women.”
[April 4: Qingming Festival]

April 7 (Tue) Video excerpt and discussion: “Small Happiness.”

April 9 (Thu) 

WEEK THIRTEEN Special topics: the environment

Read: 

1. River Town Chapter 4 (Three Gorges Dam)

2. The Good Women of China Chapter 4 The Scavenger Woman
April 14 (Tue)

April 16 (Thu)

WEEK FOURTEEN Special topics: corruption and regulation

Read:

1. Andreas Lorenz, “Combing the Brickyards for the Disappeared.” Spiegel Online (August 15, 2007). Available at: http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/0,1518,499877,00.html
2. James E. McWilliams, “China, America and melamine,” International Herald Tribune (November 16, 2008). Available at: http://www.iht.com/articles/2008/11/16/opinion/edmcwilliams.php?page=1
April 21 (Tue)

April 23 (Thu): Celebrating student achievement, NO CLASS

WEEK FIFTEEN Wrap up.

April 28 (Tue)

April 30 (Thu)

[May 1: May Day holiday]

FINAL EXAM: Friday, May 8, 9 am-noon
