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History 306


History of 20th Century Russia

M, W 2:00-3:20pm 


Joyner Hall 217

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will examine the significant political, social, economic, and cultural transformations that have shaped the turbulent history of Russia and the Soviet Union in the twentieth 

century. It will explore key events and themes which have prominently influenced Russian and Soviet

development, including: the society and culture of late Imperial Russia and its failed “constitutional

experiment”; the Russian experience of World War I; the nature and dynamics of the Russian Revolution and Civil War; the impact of Josef Stalin’s “revolution from above” and its program of 

collectivization, industrialization, and mass terror; the traumatic Soviet experience of World War II; 
the role of the Soviet Union in the Cold War; the rise of Gorbachev and the subsequent collapse of the Soviet Union; and the uncertain future of post-Soviet Russia.  The format will be a combination 

of lecture and discussion; film and other media will also be employed. 


COURSE OBJECTIVES
   Students will:

      1. gain a deeper understanding of these significant problems, issues, and events in Russian/

          Soviet history;

      2. gain a deeper understanding of the ideas, values, practices, and institutions that defined 

Russian/Soviet development  in the twentieth century;

      3. apply their knowledge of these concepts to their understanding of the role and influence 

of Russia in the contemporary world;

      4. sharpen their analytical and critical thinking skills through engagement of course materials;

      5. improve argumentation and writing skills through course discussions and assignments;
      7. frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence;

      8. recognize plagiarism and how to document properly the words and ideas of others.


COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Attendance & Participation (10%): 

   As part of the course you will be required to attend class regularly, complete all readings and assignments on time, and participate in all classroom discussions and activities.  As regular attendance is particularly important to the success of a survey course, more than three (3) unexcused absences will negatively affect your grade.  No quizzes are provided for in the syllabus, but if attendance and participation suffer during the term, that may change!  All assignments are due by the dates indicated; as a general rule there will be no incompletes or extensions granted.  If you have a legitimate conflict, i.e. religious holiday, official extracurricular activities, etc.- you must inform me and make arrangements well in advance (see below).

Short Essays (25%):
   Over the course of the semester you will be asked to write two short essays (6-7 pages). The specifics and details regarding the papers will be announced well in advance.

Long Essay (20%):
   You will also write one longer essay (10-12 pages) on a specific problem/issue in Russian history.  Again, the specifics and details of this assignment will be announced well in advance.

Exams (45%):

   There will be three (3) exams over the course of the term. They will count 15% each. The format, specifics, and expectations will be discussed in class in advance.

Disabilities, Religious Holidays, Weather, & Extracurricular Activities:

   In regard to disabilities and other special learning needs, students must make appropriate arrange-ments with me and all other relevant personnel and/or administrative offices in advance.  Please refer to the college catalog and handbook for official policies.

   In regard to religious holidays recognized by the college, students must inform me well in advance of any anticipated absences to be assured of an opportunity to make up missed work.  In like fashion, 

students participating in official extracurricular activities will generally be given an opportunity to make up missed work, but again must inform me well in advance and provide official notification prior to any missed classes.  Again, refer to the college catalog for rules and policies.

   In regard to inclement weather, we will follow official college policies and announcements.    

Statement of Honor  We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility. Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment. 

  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained. Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.  If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities. If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.  In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life. As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Required Texts:
MacKenzie, David and Michael W. Curran. Russia and the USSR in the Twentieth Century 

4th ed.  (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Co., 2002).  

Field, Daniel. Rebels in the Name of the Tsar (Boston: Unwyn Hyman, 1989) 

Ginsburg, Evgeniia. Journey into the Whirlwind (San Diego & New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1976).

Hosking, Geoffrey. The Awakening of the Soviet Union (Cambridge, MA: Harvard  University Press, 1991). 

& assorted articles & documents (on reserve, marked by *)

Topics & Readings:
8/22
INTRODUCTION: MODERN RUSSIA TO 1863
MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 1-18

8/27, 
THE IMPERATIVES OF MODERNIZATION: THE GREAT REFORMS

 8/29
MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 23-39, 18-40  *problem 1*

Field, Rebels in the Name of the Tsar, pp. 1-111

9/3
No Class- Labor Day

9/5
THE ASOCIAL QUESTION@ & THE REVOLUTIONARY TRADITION
MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 41-53

Field, Rebels in the Name of the Tsar, pp. 112-215

9/10 
1905: WAR, DEFEAT, & REVOLUTION

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 54-61

9/12,
THE CONSTITUTIONAL EXPERIMENT: SOCIAL CHANGE, CULTURAL FERMENT,

 9/17    & POLITICAL REFORM


MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 61-86

*B. Lincoln, In War=s Dark Shadow, ch. 9, AWhat We Want is a Great Russia!@, pp. 313-48

*D. Brower, AUrban Revolution in the Late Russian Empire,@ in The City in Late Imperial

Russia, ed. M. Hamm, pp. 319-53
*First Short Essay Due- 9/12*
9/19,
RUSSIA, EUROPE, & TOTAL WAR

 9/24
MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 87-104  *problem 2*

*J. Bushnell, APeasants in Uniform: The Tsarist Army as a Peasant Society,@ Journal of
Social History 13, 4 (1980): pp. 565-76

*J. Sanborn, Drafting the Russian Nation, ch. 3, “The Nation and the Challenge of Unity,”

pp. 96-131

DISCUSSION & REVIEW OF MATERIAL

9/26
FIRST EXAM
10/1
FROM FEBRUARY TO NOVEMBER: THE DUAL REVOLUTIONS

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 105-22 *problem 3*

*R. Suny, The Soviet Experiment, ch. 2, AThe Double Revolution,@ pp. 35-55

10/3,
THE LIMITS OF VIOLENCE: THE RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR

 10/8
MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 123-34

*R. Stites, Revolutionary Dreams, ch. 2, ARevolution: Utopias in the Air and on the Ground,@ pp. 37-57

*B. Lincoln, Red Victory, ch. 11, AThe Struggle to Survive,@ pp. 361-91

10/10
ANXIETY & RETREAT: THE ERA OF NEP

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 135-49  *problem 4*

*E. Naiman, AThe Case of Chubarov Alley: Collective Rape, Utopian Desire, and the Mentality of NEP,@ Russian History 17, 1: pp. 1-30

 
*R. Stites, Revolutionary Dreams, ch. 6, AThe Republic of Equals,@ pp.124-44

10/15,
STALIN & THE REVOLUTION FROM ABOVE

 10/17
MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 150-55, 168-185  *problem 6*, 186-207

*S. Fitzpatrick, Stalin=s Peasants, ch. 2, ACollectivization@, pp. 48-79

*R. Suny, The Soviet Experiment, ch. 10, AStalin=s Industrial Revolution,@ pp. 233-51

10/22
TERROR & THE LIMITS OF MODERNIZATION

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 155-67   *problem 5* 

Ginsburg, Journey into the Whirlwind, pp. 3-418

*Second Short Essay Due- 10/22*

10/24 
THE THREAT OF FASCISM & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 208-27   *problem 7*

10/29 
DISCUSSION & REVIEW OF MATERIAL

10/31
SECOND EXAM
11/5, THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR

 11/7
MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 228-49 *problem 8*

*J. Erickson, ASoviet Women at War,@ in World War II and the Soviet People, pp. 50-76

*S. Conze & B. Fieseler, ASoviet Women as Comrades in Arms: A Blind Spot in the History

of the War,@ in The People=s War, ed. R. Thurston & B. Bonwetsch, pp. 211-34

*G. Bordiugov, AThe Popular Mood in the Unoccupied Soviet Union: Continuity and Change

During the War,@ in The People=s War, ed. R. Thurston & B. Bonwetsch, pp. 54-70

*R. Marwick, AStalinism at War,@ Kritika 3, 3 (2002): pp. 509-20

*N. Tumarkin, AThe Great Patriotic War as Myth and Memory,@ Atlantic Monthly, pp. 26-44

11/12
PROSPERITY& PROGRESS: REDEFINING REVOLUTION

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 250-70 *problem 9*, 343-49

11/14
ASTABILIZATION@, STAGNATION, & DETENTE

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 271-314  *problem 10*, 349-57

Hosking, The Awakening of the Soviet Union, pp. 1-55

*M. Zhuravkov, ACommunist Morality,@ Current Digest of the Soviet Press, pp. 3-5

*A. Yurchak, AThe Cynical Reason of Late Socialism: Power, Pretense, and the Anekdot@,

Public Culture 9 (1997): pp.161-188

11/19
THE GORBACHEV REVOLUTION, I: THE PROMISE OF PERESTROIKA 

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 315-42, 358-66

Hosking, The Awakening of the Soviet Union, pp. 56-137

11/21
No Class- Thanksgiving Break

11/26
THE GORBACHEV REVOLUTION, II: REFORM, REFORMABILITY, & THE           DANGERS OF DISSOLUTION

Hosking, The Awakening of the Soviet Union, pp. 137-85

*I. Tarasulo, ed., Gorbachev and Glasnost, ch. 3, AUnofficial Groups and Soviet Youth,@ 

pp. 127-68

*M. Nenashev, An Ideal Betrayed, ch. 7, AThou Shalt not Create False Idols,@ pp. 133-54

11/28
THE COLLAPSE OF THE USSR 

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 367-82 *problem 11*

Hosking, The Awakening of the Soviet Union, pp. 186-219

*M. Kennedy, AThe End of Soviet-Type Societies and the Future of Postcommunism@, 

Social Problems, pp. 312-33

Long Essay Due- 11/28
12/3
PRIVATIZATION, DEMOCRATIZATION, CORRUPTION: THE YELTSIN REGIME
MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 383-412

12/5
THE ADICTATORSHIP OF LAW@: THE PUTIN REGIME

MacKenzie & Curran, pp. 383-412

Final Exam: Fri., 12/14, 1:00-4:00pm
