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Tel: 760-8089

Email: griffcla@meredith.edu

Africa is a large continent of diverse people and environments, with centuries of history. To those of you never exposed to it, you may find it a land of mysterious people and strange places. You will visit deserts and rainforests and savannahs. You will meet farmers and cattle herders, warriors and witches, tyrants and slaves. You will meet Sundiata, the legendary magician-king of Mali and Queen Nzinga who led armies into battle.


We’ll discuss the slave trade and European imperialists such as Cecil Rhodes and King Leopold. We will meet the leaders of independent Africa who have struggled to create Africa anew – from tyrants like Amin and Mobutu to visionaries like Nkrumah and Mandela.


At the end, we should have an improved perspective to understand Africa’s current condition that seems dominated by conflict, disease, and debt. But we’ll also have reason for optimism due to the growing call for democratic institutions, economic reform, and the apparent success of South Africa. And throughout, we’ll see the amazing resilience of the Africans with their uncanny talent to survive and even prosper despite the best efforts of authority and the environment to shatter their lives.


At first, the names may sound foreign to you, but the people and stories will captivate you. And you will come to realize that Africa resonates with the same basic themes as any history – foundations of home and family, the quest for food and security, the growth of societies and states, and the dangers of power. This course won’t make you an expert in African affairs, but you will come away with a better understanding of the complexity of the continent and the history that has shaped it.

EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES

At the end of this course, students will:

1. Understand the basic sweep of African history – important figures, significant events, and major periods.

2. Learn the geography and environment of Africa, and their impact on history.

3. Have a better understanding of the current situation in Africa, and be able to trace contemporary events to their historical antecedents.

4. Understand historical causation: why one event follows another.

5. Develop an appreciation for human diversity and commonality through exposure to cultures very different than their own.

6. Develop the ability to evaluate critically both primary and secondary sources.

7. Learn to analyze historical problems from a variety of perspectives.

8. Improve their ability to communicate effectively in class discussions and in written assignments.

COURSE OUTLINE

Dates for subjects covered are not set in stone, except for tests and papers!

8/24 - 8/26 – Ecology, Agriculture, & Ancient Kingdoms…Text: 2-4; Reader: 20, 24-25

8/31 – Traditional Societies and the Bantu World..…….…....Reader: 19

9/2, 9/9 – Trade, Islam and West African Empires………Text: 6; Sunjata 

9/14 - 9/16 - States of Central/South Africa………………..
Text: 7; Reader: 30;


9/21 - TEST 1

9/23, 9/28 – Atlantic Slave Trade and Response…………
Text: 8-9; Reader: 35-38
Life of Olaudah Equiano 1-2

9/30, 10/5 - Southern Africa………………………………
Text: 12; Reader: 42-43


10/7 - FALL BREAK
10/12 - 10/14 - 19th Century & Scramble for Africa…………Text: 11, 13;

Africa Since 1800: 9-10

10/19 – 10/21 – Colonialism & Apartheid………….….….
Text: 14-15;

 Africa Since 1800: 15

Paper Topics Due 10/21

10/26 - TEST 2
10/28, 11/2 – Pop Culture, Nationalism………………….. Text: 16; Africa Since 1800: 16

11/4, 11/9 - Independence: Uhuru…………..……………..Text: 17; Meredith: 1, 5-6, 10

(Kenyatta, Nkrumah, Congo)






11/11, 11/16 - Politics: Coups & Collapse…..……...………Meredith: 11, 13

(Nigeria, Uganda)





Africa Since 1800: 21

11/18 - Economics: Searching for Solutions……………….
Meredith: 14;

(Nyerere, Famine, Single Party States)


Africa Since 1800: 22

11/23, 11/30 – Despair & Hope…………………..…………..Meredith: 24, 27
(Death in Rwanda & Triumph in the South)


Africa Since 1800: 20, 23

12/2 - The Future?………………….……………………….
Text: 18;

(The First African World War, AIDS, Reform?)
            Meredith: 21, 28, 35

Papers Due (12/2)
12/5 - FINAL EXAM - 6:00pm




BOOKS AND MATERIALS

Required Books:

Africa in World History, E. Gilbert and J. Reynolds
Sunjata, Suso and Kanute
Other Readings:

The Life of Olaudah Equiano, O. Equiano (Google books)

The Fate of Africa, M. Meredith (on reserve)

Africa Since 1800, R. Oliver and A. Atmore (ebook via Meredith Library)
Africa: Biography of a Continent, J. Reader (provided)
Gilbert and Reynolds is our main text. We will read and discuss Sunjata in the first third of the semester. But you will have frequent reading assignments from Reader, Meredith, and Oliver & Atmore as well as other strange and wonderful texts to be announced later. These readings will be on library reserve, provided to you in advance, or on-line. Additional reading assignments will often be made in class – just another reason why attendance is important.

GRADING

· We will have two in-class tests on the dates listed, and a final exam as scheduled. Tests may have identification, short answer, and/or essay questions.

· You will write a paper and it is due on December 3rd. The paper should be 7-10 pages. You should have AT LEAST 5 sources (not 5 footnotes, FIVE different sources.) Proper citation of sources is expected. I want to see citations from actual books or journals. I can live with SOME Internet sources, as long as they are from reputable sites and are properly cited. DO NOT bring me Wikipedia! I want to know your topic by Oct. 21nd at the very latest. Any topic is fair game, as long as it’s approved by me, from the beginning of class to something happening in the news today. You should write about your topic in the context of the themes we develop in class – not just a timeline of events. You are welcome to read an extra book (or two or three!), approved by me, and write a critical examination. If you have trouble deciding on a topic, see me and we’ll figure it out.

· I reserve the right to hold unscheduled quizzes on the reading assignments if I think no one is doing the reading. Please do the reading; I’d rather not waste our time doing this!

· LATE WORK POLICY: Tests can be made up late with a legitimate excuse (either pre-approved by me or a note from a doctor). Late papers (without pre-approved excuse by me) will lose a letter grade for every day late.

The final grade will be on a percentage basis 100-90% = A, 80-89 = B, etc…based on a total of 500 points weighted as follows:

Test 1 – 20%

Test 2 – 20%

Final Exam: 20%

Paper – 25%

Attendance and participation – 15%

DO’s & DON’Ts

· DO ask questions! If you have a question…ASK! I’d rather discuss than lecture.

· Attendance is required and will be taken at the beginning of class. Don’t come late. Two “Lates” are an “Absent.” And three unexcused Absences of any kind will lower your grade by one letter. An “Unexcused Absence” is any absence that you do not discuss with me beforehand or for which you don’t have a valid excuse.

· If you must leave class early, please inform me beforehand.

· Please don’t bring food to class. Drinks are fine.

· Please keep unnecessary chatter to a minimum.

· NEVER work on other course or personal business in class. Newspapers and other materials such as iPods must go when class begins.

· Please silence all cell phones and pagers etc…

· We will follow school policy on inclement weather.

· Academic integrity and basic honesty and decency are fundamental.

Course Description of HI 281: Introduction to African History
This course will introduce students to the history of the African continent. It will survey the variety of environmental conditions and the ecological impact on the growth of African civilization and culture. It will examine the emergence of states and kingdoms such as the trade empires of West Africa and Great Zimbabwe in the south. It will also examine traditional African myths and epics. Other topics include the impact of Islam, European contact and the slave trade, the struggle against colonialism and apartheid, the rise of nationalism, and the problems of Africa’s newly independent states, including the chaos of the Congo and Rwanda, and the legacy of Mandela’s South Africa. And the course will show the amazing resilience of the Africans and their uncanny talent to survive and even prosper despite the best efforts of authority and environment.
Statement of Honor

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Students with Disabilities
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 



