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Course Description:  Course Catalogue 2008-2009.  This course provides students with a basic introduction to the scope and concerns of archaeology, a deeper understanding of the human past, and a greater sensitivity to issues surrounding the reconstruction and representation of that past. Through the semester we will survey some famous archaeological discoveries of the past as well as more contemporary discoveries. Over the semester we will also conduct several activities dealing with the hands-on analysis of material culture, and will visit and critically analyze local archaeological sites and reconstructions.
Current course description:  This course will expose students to the basic vocabulary and concepts of archaeology and the methods used by archaeologists to reconstruct the past.  It will also develop independent critical thinking skills by providing students with analytical tools for archaeological evaluations of prehistoric, protohistoric, and historic sites.  Visits to local archaeological sites will also afford rich learning opportunities.  .
Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes:

After completing this course, the student will be able to:

· understand basic archeological theory and methods;

· connect primary supporting research with a theoretical position in archaeology;

· apply theoretically-based explanations and solutions to the archeological;

· solve problems by analyzing data, thinking critically, and selecting optimal results.  
· understand western and non-western primary sources in historical context

· understand key developments in both western and nonwestern civilizations 

· understand the historical origin of significant contemporary institutions and events 

· frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence

· recognize plagiarism and how to document properly the words and ideas of others.
Weather, Extracurricular Activities, Religious Holidays, and Disabilities:
We will follow the official college policies concerning inclement weather.  Please call the inclement weather line at 919-832-8878.

In regard to religious holidays recognized by the college, students must inform me well in advance of any anticipated absences.  On the same note, students participating in official extracurricular activities will generally be given an opportunity to make up missed work but only if I receive notification of such absences well in advance.  Please refer to the college catalogue for rules and policies.
Students must make appropriate arrangements with me and all other appropriate offices in advance with regards to special accommodations related to learning disabilities and other special learning needs.

Meredith Code of Honor
We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.


If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.


In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Students with Disabilities
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 

Required Texts:

Ward, H. Trawick and R.P. Stephen Davis Jr.
1999
Time Before History: The Archaeology of North Carolina.  Chapel Hill, The University of North Carolina Press.

Ferguson, Leland
1992 Uncommon Ground: Archaeology and Early African America 1650-1800

Washington, D.C., Smithsonian Institution Press.

250A Website Readings

Intrigue of the Past

http://rla.unc.edu/lessons/
Suggested Readings

Mintz, Sidney W.


1985

Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History.




New York, Penguin Books.

Price, Richard (ed.)

1979 Maroon Societies: Rebel Slave Communities in the Americas.  




Baltimore, The John Hopkins University Press.

Samford, Patricia

2007
Subfloor Pits and the Archaeology of Slavery in Colonial Virgina.  Tuscaloosa, University of Alabama Press.

Singleton, Theresa A.
1999
I, Too, Am American: Archaeological Studies of African-American Life, Charlottesville, University of Virginia Press.

Course Requirements:

(i) You are expected to be present and to participate in critical discussions at every class period.  Participation and attendance are required aspects of this course. 
(ii) You will be required to complete all readings assigned prior to class meetings.  Quizzes, group exercises, presentations, etc. will be given periodically for a total of 200 points.  Quizzes and other ‘in-class’ work can not be made up.  

(iii) There will be a mid-term examination (200 points).  The mid-term will be held Thursday, March 26th.  
(iv) You will be expected to write a research paper of at least 10 pages, which is worth 200 points. The paper themes and topics must be discussed with and approved by the instructor prior to completion.  The deadline for research topic approval is April 2rd . The paper is due April 30th.  No late papers will be accepted.

Important Note
Changes to the syllabus:  

This syllabus represents an informal contract.  However, I reserve the right to make changes, as necessary, to this syllabus at any time.  Students are responsible for changes to the syllabus that are announced in class or on Blackboard.
Grading Criteria and Scale:

A=600-540




B=539-480


Midterm Examination = 
200 points

C=479-420


Quizzes/Group Exercises =
200 points

D=419-360


Research Paper =

200 points
F=359 and below

Total = 


600 points

Course Schedule:

UNIT I – THE FUNDAMENTALS and PROCESSES OF ARCHAEOLOGY

WEEK #1 – Introduction 

1-13
Introductions to the main ideas of the course/Blackboard/Intrigue-Forward 
1-15
Intrigue to the Past – Individual Class Assignment (Lessons 1.1 & 1.2)
WEEK #2 – The Fundamentals of Archaeological Theory 

1-20
Intrigue to the Past – Individual Class Assignment (1.3 – 1.5)
1-22
Intrigue to the Past – Individual Class Assignment (1.5 – 1.8)

(Complete all exercise and worksheets for Part 1)
WEEK #3 – Methodological Issues in the Study of Archaeology
1-27
Intrigue to the Past – Group Class Assignment (2.1 – 2.6)
1-29
Intrigue to the Past – Group Class Assignment (2.7 – 2.11)

(Complete exercises and worksheets for 2.1-2.5 &2.9-2.11)
WEEK #4 – Archaeological Interpretations of Early Humanity
2-3
Intrigue to the Past – 3.1-3.4
2-5
Ward and Davis – Introduction – Chap 4


(Thematic/Theoretical Analysis of Readings) 
WEEK #5 – The Relationship Between Archaeology and Linguistics
2-10
Intrigue to the Past – 4.1-4.7
2-12
 Mainland Languages in the Pacific Region - Blackboard

Film - The Gullah/The Language You Cry In (?)
UNIT II – ARCHAEOLOGY AND EDUCATION

WEEK #6 – Archaeology and European Contact
2-17
Ward and Stephens Chapter 6 
2-19
Ward and Stephens Chapter 7
WEEK #7- Midterm Examination Week 

2-24
Midterm Review
2-26
Midterm Examination
WEEK #8 – SPRING RECESS
3-3
NO CLASSES
3-5
NO CLASSES
WEEK # 9 – Archaeology and the Law
3-10
Intrigue to the Past 5.1, 5.4, 
3-12
A History of Archaeological Law in North Carolina - OSA
WEEK # 10 – Archaeology and the Law
3-17
Site Visit – North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources
3-19
A Brief History of Cemetery Laws in North Carolina - CSSP
UNIT III – ARCHAEOLOGY AND PUBLIC HISTORY

WEEK # 11 –Archaeological Sites Open to the Public
3-24
Town Creek Indian Mound – web based public education - Blackboard
3-26
Stagville Plantation – web based public education - Blackboard
WEEK # 12 - Archaeological Sites Open to the Public  
3-31
Blackboard quiz on Town Creek and Stagville
4-2
Site Visit to Town Creek Indian Mound (Research Topic Due)
WEEK # 13 – African American Archaeology and Public History
4-7
Ferguson – Prologue, Introduction and Chapter 1Site Visit to Stagville
4-9
Ferguson – Chapter 2
WEEK # 14 - African American Archaeology and Public History
4-14
Ferguson – Chapter 3
4-16
Ferguson – Chapter 4
WEEK # 15 – African American Archaeology and Public History
4-21
Site Visit to Stagville   

4-23
Plantations and Public History Discussion 

WEEK # 16 – African American Archaeology and Public History
4-28
Research Paper review 
4-30
RESEARCH PAPERS DUE!!!
*NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO FINAL EXAMINATION!!!

HAVE A WONDERFUL SUMMER!!!

