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HIS 224: Introduction to Asian History
Meredith College
Fall 2011
T/H 9:30-10:50 am

Instructor: 	Dr. Hilary A. Smith
Office: 		222 Joyner Hall
Office hours: 	M/W: 		3-4 pm
		T/Thurs: 	11am - noon
F:		by appointment
歡迎！ようこそ！
Office phone: 919-760-8386
e-mail: smithhil@meredith.edu

Course description:
This course examines the intellectual, cultural, and political foundations of traditional East Asian societies, following their transformation from ancient times to twenty-first-century modernity.

Educational outcomes:
At the conclusion of the course students will be able to:
· Describe the defining characteristics of societies in modern East Asia, and identify the historical factors that have helped produce these characteristics.
· Identify key geographical and historical features of Asia on a map.
· Describe the major features of historical relationships among societies across Asia, and of historical relationships between East Asian societies and the West.
· Analyze primary sources, and articulate and defend informed arguments about them.

Learning outcomes
As a course fulfilling the Global Perspectives requirement for General Education, HIS 224 requires students to:
1. analyze at least one global issue with current implications using a variety of perspectives and methods.
2. compare how different world cultures respond to at least one global issue.
3. express their knowledge of the global issue through written work, presentation, or artistic production.

Required texts:
Charles Holcombe. A History of East Asia: From the Origins of Civilization to the Twenty-First Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011).
ISBN: 978-0-521-73164-5

Richard E. Kim. Lost Names: Scenes from a Korean Boyhood. 40th Anniversary edition (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2011).
ISBN: 978-0520268128

Course requirements and grading:
Grades will be based on students’ fulfillment of the following requirements. See below for a detailed description:

	Map quizzes

	8/25, 10/20, 11/8, 11/29
	(5% each x 4)=20%

	At-home reading quizzes
	Most weeks (see schedule below)

	20%

	Short writing assignments

	9/1, 9/8, 10/13, 11/10 
	20%

	Final paper

	Draft 11/22, final draft 12/5

	25%

	Participation in class

	Every day
	15%




Short writing assignments. These are about two pages, based on primary-source reading assignments and meant to provoke thought and analysis. The detailed assignments are all available on the class Blackboard site under Assignments. Students should print their short papers out and bring them to class on the day they are due.

At-home reading quizzes. Most weeks, students will need to complete a reading quiz on Blackboard before coming to class (see schedule below for precise dates). The quiz is open book and open note, and is designed to encourage students to keep up with the reading and to read attentively. Students will be able to see their scores instantly after submitting the test.

Final paper: This paper should be about 7 pages in length. Students must submit a draft before Thanksgiving break. It is not intended to be a research paper; students will use the textbook and sources we’ve read together and used in class. Students have their choice of a number of questions, each having to do with a global issue with current implications, and they will be asked to analyze how, based on their histories and cultures, we might expect Asian societies to approach these global issues.

Class participation. Regular attendance and active participation in class are vital to learning and to building an intellectual community. I will make notes on participation after every class period and look over those accumulated notes when tallying the participation score.

Grading scale:
90-100=A	80-89=B	70-79=C	60-69=D	0-59=F
Meredith College does not give plusses and minuses (in other words, an 89 is a B, not a B+). You can check your approximate current grade in the class by looking up “My Grades” on our Blackboard site.

Absence policy
You get four (4) free absences in this class. That means that you can choose not to come to class, for ANY reason, four times during the course of the semester without incurring an attendance penalty. But beware! For EACH absence beyond the fourth, your overall participation score for the class will drop by 10%.

Budget your absences wisely, in order to prepare for emergencies. If you skip class three times and THEN come down with a dire illness that keeps you out of two class periods, your participation grade will drop. If you skip class four times and THEN have to miss class for your grandmother’s funeral, your participation grade will drop. In other words, once you’ve exceeded your budget, it doesn’t matter how legitimate or necessary the next absence is; it will still result in a lower participation score.

Late work policy
If you miss a test or quiz, you will be unable to make it up unless it is for a DOCUMENTED emergency, or you have cleared the absence with me more than 24 hours in advance. You can check how many absences you’ve accumulated by looking up “My Grades” on our Blackboard site.

I will accept late written assignments, but unless you have a documented emergency or have made arrangements with me at least 24 hours before the deadline, I will lower the assignment grade by 10% (i.e. one letter grade) for every day it is late, starting 15 minutes after the deadline.

Technological etiquette
Cell phones: As a courtesy to me and to your fellow students, keep your cell phone turned off during the class. If you are expecting an urgent call (e.g. related to an illness in the family), let me know before the class, and leave the classroom to take the call when it comes.

If I see a student texting during class, I will count her absent for the day. 

Laptops: please do not use your laptops in class.
Exceptions:
a. when I specifically ask you to (for example, to complete course evaluations or other in-class, online activities) 
b. if you have a documented disability or special need, and using a laptop in class helps mitigate the effects of that disability. If this is the case, come talk to me ASAP so that we can work out a special arrangement.

Plagiarism Policy and Statement of Honor:
Plagiarism is unacceptable in this class. If I discover that any part of a written assignment was plagiarized, I will give the student a zero (0) for the assignment and refer her to the Honor Council. If you have questions about whether or not something constitutes plagiarism, ASK ME well before the assignment is due.

Students are expected to abide by the Meredith honor code:

We, the Meredith community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility. Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment. The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained. Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities. If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life. As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

Students with Disabilities:
Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 919-760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

Inclement weather policy
In the event of inclement weather, please check the college announcement for cancellations.  You can call (919) 832-8878 for information.  In general, the class will meet if the college is open.

ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

Items in BLUE are assignments (such as reading quizzes) for you to complete at home
Items in RED are tests and quizzes to be taken in class
Items in BLACK are reading assignments. Please complete the assigned reading BEFORE coming to class on the day for which it’s assigned.


UNIT 1: Foundations: The Traditional Societies of East Asia

8/18 (Thurs): 	Read: Holcombe, A History of East Asia, Introduction: What is East Asia? 

8/23 (Tues):		DUE by class time: QUIZ 1 (on Blackboard) 
Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 1

8/25 (Thurs):		MAP QUIZ 1
			Read: Oracle bone inscriptions of the late Shang Dynasty
			Selections from the I Ching (aka Yi jing)
			Selections from the Twenty-Four Exemplars of Filial Piety

8/30 (Tues):	DUE by class time: QUIZ 2 (on Blackboard).
	Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 2

9/1 (Thurs):	DUE by class time: Confucian Thought assignment
Read: 
Selections from the Analects, Mencius, and Xunzi

9/6: (Tues):		DUE by class time: QUIZ 3 on Blackboard.
			Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 3

9/8 (Thurs):		DUE by class time: Buddhism assignment
Read
1. “The Life of the Buddha,” pp.57-72 in The Buddhist Tradition in India, China and Japan.
2. “Is Buddhism un-Chinese?” pp.131-138 in The Buddhist Tradition in India, China and Japan.
3. Han Yu, Memorial on the Bone of the Buddha

9/13 (Tues): 	DUE by class time: QUIZ 4 on Blackboard.
	Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 4

9/15 (Thurs): 	Read: 
1. Constitution of Prince Shotoku 
2. What is a waka?
3. Poems from the Manyoshu and Kokinshu collections
4. Excerpts from the Pillow Book of Sei Shonagon

9/20 (Tues):	DUE by class time: QUIZ 5 on Blackboard.
	Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 5

9/22 (Thurs): 	Read:
1. Chong Inji’s postscript to the Hunmin Chongum
2. Ch’oe Malli’s opposition to the Korean alphabet
3. “Inheritance of Slave Status”
4. Yu Hyongwon on abolishing slavery
5. Prohibition against the Remarriage of Women

9/27 (Tues):		DUE by class time: QUIZ 6 on Blackboard.
			Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 6

9/29 (Thurs):	Read:
1. Pak Ch’o, Anti-Buddhist Memorial
2. Yang Guangxian, I Cannot Do Otherwise
3. Zhang Xingyao, Comparing Christianity and Confucianism
4. Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Excerpts from Limitation on the Propagation of Christianity

10/4 (Tues):	Visitor to talk about studying and working abroad in Asia 

10/6 (Thurs):		 FALL BREAK, no class

UNIT 2: 19th and Early 20th Century Asia: Decline and Upheaval

10/11 (Tues): 		DUE by class time: QUIZ 7 on Blackboard.
Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 7

10/13 (Thurs):		DUE in class: Encountering the West in the Nineteenth Century assignment (find it under Assignments on Blackboard)
Read: 
1. Liang Qichao, Excerpts from Observations on a Trip to America.
2. Yan Fu, Excerpts from Learning from the West
3. Fukuzawa Yukichi, excerpts from autobiography
4. Reflections from the Iwakura Mission, pp.677-681 in Sources of Japanese Tradition.

10/18 (Tues):		DUE by class time: QUIZ 8 on Blackboard
Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 8

10/20 (Thurs):		MAP QUIZ 2
			Read:
1. Oral histories of the comfort women
2. Oral histories of the colonial era
3. March 1 Korean declaration of independence
4. Okuma Shigenobu, “Illusions of the White Race”
5. Nagai Ryutaro, “Some Questions for President Roosevelt”

10/25 (Tues): 		DUE by class time: QUIZ 9 on Blackboard.
Read:  A History of East Asia, Chapter 9

10/27 (Thurs):	Read:
1. Commonly read speeches and writings of Mao Zedong
2. Mao Zedong on war and revolution

11/1 (Tues): 	Read: Lost Names, first four chapters (“Crossing,” “Homecoming,” “Once upon a Time, on a Sunday,” and “Lost Names”)

11/3 (Thurs): 		DUE by class time: QUIZ 10 on Blackboard.
	Read: Lost Names, last three chapters (“An Empire for Rubber Balls,” “Is Someone Dying?,” “In the Making of History – Together”

UNIT 3: Postwar Asia: the Rise (Recovery?) of the East


11/8 (Tues): 	MAP QUIZ 3
Read:  A History of East Asia, Chapter 10

11/10 (Thurs):	DUE in class: Japanese Constitution assignment (find it under Assignments on Blackboard)
1. The Meiji Constitution of 1889
2. The Japanese Constitution (preamble and Articles 1-40)
3. The US-Japan Security Treaty.

11/15 (Tues)	Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 11

11/17 (Thurs)		Read:
1. Kim Chiha, “Five Bandits” 
2. Young Howard, “The Hidden Gulag,” The San Diego Union-Tribune
3. “The Last Worst Place on Earth,” San Diego Union-Tribune

11/22 (Tues):		DUE: Rough draft of final paper
			Read: A History of East Asia, Chapter 12

11/24 (Thurs): 		Thanksgiving Break, NO CLASS

11/29 (Tues):		MAP QUIZ 4
		Read: 
1. Fareed Zakaria, “Does the Future Belong to China?” Newsweek US Edition (May 9, 2005).
2. James Fallows, “China’s Way Forward,” The Atlantic (April 2009).
3. James Fallows, “Imagining America as China” www.theatlantic.com, January 2011.


DUE: Final draft of final paper. Monday, December 6, 9 pm, to smithhil@meredith.edu. 
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