HIS 224: Introduction to Asian History

Meredith College

Fall 2009

Tu/Th 9:30-10:50 am

Instructor: Dr. Hilary A. Smith

Office: 222 Joyner Hall

Office hours: M-Th 1:30-2:30, Friday by appointment 歡迎！ようこそ！
Office phone: 919-760-8386

e-mail: smithhil@meredith.edu

Course description:

A study of the traditions, attempts at modernization in the 19th century, and the contemporary scene in important Asian regions and countries.
Educational outcomes:

At the conclusion of the course students will be able to:

· Identify key geographical and historical features of Asia on a map. Describe historical forms of government in East Asia and some of the major changes in those forms of government.

· Describe the major features of historical relationships among societies across Asia, and of historical relationships between Asian societies and the West.

· Articulate informed arguments about the limitations and possibilities of women’s lives in Asian societies past and present.

· Analyze primary sources, and articulate and defend informed arguments about them. 

Required texts:

Patricia Buckley Ebrey, Anne Walthall, and James B. Palais, East Asia: A Cultural, Social, and Political History. 

Murasaki Shikibu, The Tale of Genji. Abridged edition, translated by Royall Tyler (Penguin Classics, 2006).

Jonathan Spence. The Death of Woman Wang (Penguin, 1998).
Course requirements and grading:

Grades will be based on students’ fulfillment of the following requirements:

Weekly arguments: 20%

· Due each Tuesday by class time.

· Based on the assigned reading for the week. Check the Assignments page on our Blackboard site for the week’s specific prompt.

Four (4) map quizzes: 5% each (x4=20%)

· Sept. 3, Sept. 24, Oct. 29, Nov. 24

· Students should be able to identify on a map important geographical and historical features of the periods discussed. 

Mid-term exam: 20%

· October 6

· Will include map, ID, and short essay segments.

Final paper: 20%

· Due December 7

· 6-7 pages. Not a research paper; you will use sources we’ve read together and used in class. You have a choice of several different prompts. Assignment posted on Blackboard.

Class participation: 20%

· Students will occasionally be assigned to prepare something in advance for a class discussion; the grades on these assignments with contribute to the participation grade.

· Grades on any unannounced quizzes (i.e. pop quizzes) will also be considered in the participation grade.

· I will also keep a record of students’ contributions to class discussions and activities.

Grading scale:

90-100=A
80-89=B
70-79=C
60-69=D
0-59=F

Meredith College does not give plusses and minuses (in other words, an 89 is a B, not a B+).
Absence policy
You get four (4) free absences in this class. That means that you can choose not to come to class, for ANY reason, four times during the course of the semester without incurring an attendance penalty. But beware! Your final grade for the class will drop precipitously if you are absent more than four times. Here’s what will happen:

· 5 absences: final grade drops one full letter (from B to C, for example, or C to D)

· 7 absences: final grade drops two full letters (from A to C, for example, or B to D)

· 9 absences: final grade drops three full letters (from A to D, for example, or B to F)

· 11 or more absences: F for the class.

Budget your absences wisely. If you skip class three times and then come down with a dire illness that keeps you out of two class periods, you will drop one letter grade. If you skip class four times and then have to miss class for your grandmother’s funeral, you will drop one letter grade.

If you miss a test or quiz, you will be unable to make it up unless it is for DOCUMENTED emergency, or you have cleared the absence with me more than 24 hours in advance.
Plagiarism Policy and Statement of Honor:

Plagiarism is unacceptable in this class. If I discover that any part of a written assignment was plagiarized, I will give the student a zero (0) for the assignment and refer her to the Honor Council. If you have questions about whether or not something constitutes plagiarism, ask me well before the assignment is due.

Students are expected to abide by the Meredith honor code:

We, the Meredith community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility. Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment. The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained. Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities. If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life. As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.
Students with Disabilities:

Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services Office.  Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 919-760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.
Inclement weather policy
In the event of inclement weather, please check the college announcement for cancellations.  You can call (919) 832-8878 for information.  In general, the class will meet if the college is open.
KEY TO SCHEDULE:

Please look at the syllabus posted on Blackboard in order to see the color scheme.

Items in BLUE are reading assignments.
Items in GREEN are due dates for written assignments.

Items in RED are the dates of quizzes and tests.
SCHEDULE

WEEK ONE: Introduction

Aug 20 (Thurs) Introduction to the class and to each other

WEEK TWO: Confucius and the Golden Age of Chinese philosophy
Background reading: East Asia  Chapter 2, pp.25-42 (18 pages)

Primary sources: “Confucian Teachings,” Chapter 6 in Patricia Ebrey, ed. Chinese Civilization: A Sourcebook. Handed out in class on Week One.
Aug 25 (Tue) Last day to drop/add a class
Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Aug 27 (Thurs)

Due: What Did Confucius Say?

WEEK THREE: Daoism, Early Chinese Empires
Background reading: East Asia Chapter 3, pp.43-64 (22 pages) 

Primary sources: “Daoist Teachings,” Chapter 7 in Patricia Ebrey, ed. Chinese Civilization: A Sourcebook. 
Sept 1 (Tue) 
Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Sept 3 (Thurs) 

Map quiz 1

WEEK FOUR: Buddhism
Background reading: East Asia “Connections: Buddhism in India and Its Spread along the Silk Road,” pp.65-70; and Chapter 4, pp.71-87. 

Primary sources: 1. “The Life of the Buddha,” pp.57-72 in The Buddhist Tradition in India, China and Japan. 

2. “Is Buddhism un-Chinese?” pp.131-138 in The Buddhist Tradition in India, China and Japan. 
Sept 8 (Tue) 
Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Sept 10 (Thurs)

WEEK FIVE: Genji’s World: Medieval Japan
Primary source: The Tale of Genji Chapters 1, 5, 9, and 10 (118 pages)

Sept 15 (Tue) Tomorrow (Sept. 16) is the last day to make a grading change
Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Sept 17 (Thurs) 

WEEK SIX: Samurai and Shōgun 
Background reading: East Asia Chapters 11 and 13, pp.208-224 and 252-268 (33 pages)

Primary source: Selections from The Great Mirror of Male Love. Available on Blackboard under Course Documents.
Sept 22 (Tue)

Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Sept 24 (Thurs)

Map quiz 2

WEEK SEVEN: The Mongol Empire
Secondary source: Article on Mongol ponies

Primary source: Excerpts from The Travels of Marco Polo. Both are available on Blackboard under Course Documents.

Sept 29 (Tues)

Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Oct 1 (Thurs)

REVIEW SESSION

WEEK EIGHT: Midterm and Fall Break
Oct 6 (Tue)

MIDTERM EXAM 

Oct 8 (Thurs) FALL BREAK, no class. Midterm Ds and Fs will be posted on WebAdvisor over Fall Break.

WEEK NINE: Life in Late Imperial China

Read:  Jonathan Spence, The Death of Woman Wang, Chapter 2 (The Land) and Chapter 3 (The Widow)

Oct 13 (Tue)

Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Oct 15 (Thurs)

WEEK TEN: Women in Traditional Asia

Read: Jonathan Spence, The Death of Woman Wang, Chapter 4 (The Feud), Chapter 5 (The Woman Who Ran Away), and Epilogue
Oct 20 (Tue) Tomorrow (Oct. 21) is the last day to withdraw from a class.
Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Oct 22 (Thurs) 
WEEK ELEVEN: East Asia’s Nineteenth-Century Encounter with the West
Background reading: East Asia “Connections: Western Imperialism” and Chapter 19, pp.366-396 (31 pages)
Primary sources: 

1. Ebrey, Chinese Civilization Chapter 73 “Liang Qichao on his Trip to America.”
2. The Iwakura Mission, pp.677-681 in Sources of Japanese Tradition. 
Oct 27 (Tue) 

Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Oct 29 (Thurs)

Map quiz 3
WEEK TWELVE: Meiji Japan and the Rise of the Japanese Empire
Background reading: East Asia Chapters 21 and 25
Primary sources: Excerpts on Korea under Japanese rule, from Sources of Korean Tradition.
Nov 3 (Tue) 
Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Nov 5 (Thurs) 

WEEK THIRTEEN: Wars of the 1930s and 1940s

Background reading: East Asia Chapter 26, “Connections: World War II,” and (optional) Chapter 27, pp.501-545 (45 pages)

Primary sources: 

1. The Japanese Constitution (preamble and Articles 1-40)

2. The US-Japan Security Treaty. Links to #1 and #2 are on our Blackboard site under Course Documents.

3. Nakasone Yasuhiro, A Critical View of the Postwar Constitution. 

Nov 10 (Tue)

Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Nov 12 (Thurs)

WEEK FOURTEEN: Communist China, from 1949 to the Present
Background reading: East Asia Chapters 28 and 29, pp.546-583 (38 pages)

Primary source reading: Will the Boat Sink the Water?: pp. 144-158, 169-188 (28 pages). Available on Blackboard.

Nov 17 (Tue)
Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Nov 19 (Thurs)

WEEK FIFTEEN: Recent History of Korea and Japan

Background reading: East Asia Chapters 30 and 31, pp.584-618 (35 pages)

Primary sources: 

1. Kim Chiha, “Five Bandits,” pp.400-411 in Sources of Korean Tradition. 

2. Ham Sŏkhŏn, “The Meaning of Suffering,” pp.411-416 in Sources of Korean Tradition.

3. Japanese manga reinterpreting Japan’s involvement in WWII, pp.1290-1298 in Sources of Japanese Tradition.

Nov 24 (Tue)

Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

Map quiz 4

Nov 26 (Thurs) Thanksgiving recess, NO CLASS

WEEK SIXTEEN: The Twenty-First Century
Read: East Asia “Connections: East Asia in the Twenty-First Century,” pp.619-624 (6 pages)

AND: Fareed Zakaria, “Does the Future Belong to China?” Link on Blackboard under Course Documents.

Dec 1 (Tue)

Due: WEEKLY ARGUMENT before class time

FINAL PAPER DUE: MONDAY, December 7, by 5 pm. Submit electronically via Blackboard.
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