HIS 215-A:

American History Since 1876
Meredith College: Spring, 2012, MWF 9-9:50
Instructor: Molly Varley

Office: Joyner 218  Phone: 8825  email: varleymo@meredith.edu
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-11 or by appointment

Course Description
The rise of industrialism, nationalism, socialism, and science. The role of imperialism, Fascism, and Communism as challenges to traditional Western culture. The study of contemporary Western culture and its role in the modern world.

Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes

As a result of their work in this course, students will be able to:

- understand western and nonwestern primary sources in historical context

- understand key developments in both western and nonwestern civilizations 

- understand the historical origin of significant contemporary institutions and events 

- frame effective historical analysis using primary and secondary sources as evidence

- recognize plagiarism and how to document properly the words and ideas of others.

Students will demonstrate these educational outcomes in class discussion, in essay examinations and in several short analytical writing assignments.
Requirements

Required Text: Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty! An American History, volume 2, Seagull Third Edition, ISBN: 978-0-393-91191-6
· Attendance

This means coming to class every day.  There are two parts to the attendance policy. 1) You may have up to FIVE absences in the course of the semester, excused or unexcused.  I suggest that you save your allotted absences for when you really are unable to come to class.  EACH absence beyond those five will cause your final grade to drop by one letter grade. 2) If you miss more than one class in a row (that is, 2 or more consecutive class meetings) without a documented reason your final grade will drop by one letter grade per instance regardless of your overall number of absences.

· Participation
Contrary to popular belief, attendance is not the same as participation.  Therefore, in this course, they are graded separately.  The participation part of your grade will equal 10% of your final grade, but it means more than simply showing up.  If you come to class every day but do not ever speak in class, you will not receive more than half credit for participation.  In this course, participation means playing an active role in discussions by volunteering your opinion, asking questions, and listening carefully and you must have read all of the assigned material carefully. Take notes on the readings and be prepared to ask questions.  Listen to me and your classmates carefully and offer your ideas, observations, questions and ideas.  Feel free to raise your hand during lectures to ask questions!  
· Short writings
We will have periodic writing assignments responding to primary documents in the book or provided in class.  In order to fulfill these assignments you must be in class when they are assigned to view or receive the source and/or to participate in preparation exercises.  If you are not in class, you will not be able to fulfill the assignment.  Collectively, these writings will be worth 25% of your final grade.
· Quizzes
You will have a multiple choice quiz to complete for each class meeting as listed in the class schedule.  CHECK THIS SCHEDULE DAILY.  Quizzes will make up 40% of your grade and will take the place of formal midterm exams.  They will be posted on Blackboard and are due by class time on the day assigned.  Because these are quizzes that you take at home, you are welcome to and expected to use your book.  I suggest reading the chapter first and then going back to take the quiz.  You should also use them to prepare ideas, comments and questions for the following day’s discussion.  Make-up quizzes will not be given under any circumstances.  
· Final
Your final exam will follow the format of our in-class writings.  It will be worth 25% of your grade.  
Policies

· Grading: 
· Grading Scale: 100-90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, 59 and below=F
· I will not accept late work under any circumstances.  
· I will not change grades after the course has ended, nor will I give extra credit assignments.  Please do not ask.  
· If in doubt about assignments and due dates, please check first with the class schedule attached before emailing me.  

· THE LAST DAY TO WITHDRAWL FROM THIS COURSE IS MARCH 23.
· Attendance:
· Any unexcused absences beyond 5 will result in a drop of one letter grade on your final grade for EACH ABSENCE BEYOND 5.  More than 1 missed class in a row will also drop the final grade by one letter grade PER INSTANCE.
· Coming to class late or leaving early, unless you discuss a necessity for such with me, will be counted as an absence, as will sleeping.
· If you miss a handout or notes, you should obtain them from a classmate.  
· Inclement Weather: We will hold class unless the college itself is closed.  If in doubt, contact the Meredith College inclement weather line at (919) 832-8878.  
· Classroom Behavior:
· NO CELL PHONES WHATSOEVER!  If you use cell phones for any reason, including texting, I will ask you to leave and you will be counted as absent.  
· Please do not use your laptops in class.  
· Take good notes. I will not provide you with my notes.  
· Meredith Code of Honor:

We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken.

If I am in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, I have an obligation to report myself to the proper authorities.  If I am aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student, I shall call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community.

In choosing Meredith College, I am accepting the Honor System as a way of life.  As a Meredith student, I am responsible for insuring that the Honor System is at all times carried out.

· Special Accommodations and Circumstances:
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 201-A Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.  For additional information see the website at www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability.

Other Accommodations/Special circumstances:  Please contact me as soon as possible if you have any circumstances or challenges that may affect your performance in the classroom.  I am eager to help you in any way I can.  If for any reason you are facing problems or issues that you need help with, please contact me, another professor, or the Counseling Center at counselingcenter@meredith.edu, 919-760-8427 or 202 Carroll Hall.  

Class Schedule
January 9 (M):
Syllabus & course overview

Jan 11(W): Reconstruction

Jan 13 (F): The death of Reconstruction
Jan 16 (M): Martin Luther King Day: No Class

Jan 18 (W): Chapter 15 Quiz
Jan 20 (F): Gilded Age

Jan 23 (M): The settlement of the West

Jan 25 (W): End of the frontier, labor, politics, Chapter 16 Quiz
Jan 27 (F): Populism, the South
Jan 30 (M): War and empire building, Chapter 17 Quiz
Feb 1 (W): Changes in the Progressive Era
Feb 3 (F): Socialism and Feminism 
Feb 6 (M): Progressive Reform and Politics, Chapter 18 Quiz
Feb 8 (W): WWI comes to the US
Feb 10 (F): WWI Homefront
Feb 13 (M): Wilson and the end of War, Chapter 19 Quiz
Feb 15 (W): Suffrage and the Woman movement
Feb 17 (F): Culture wars, Chapter 20 Quiz
Feb 20 (M): The coming of the Depression
Feb 22 (W): Reactions to the Depression, Chapter 21 Quiz
Feb 24 (F): The social depression
Feb 27 (M): No Class-- Midterm Exam

Feb 29 (W): Isolationism
Mar 2 (F): WWII: Domestic and international Chapter 22 Quiz
Mar 5, 7, 9: Spring Break

Mar 12 (M): Race During WWII
Mar 14 (W): The Coming of the Cold War
Mar 16 (F): The Domestic Cold War, Chapter 23 Quiz
Mar19 (M): The Korean War
Mar 21 (W): The 1950s, Chapter 24 Quiz
Mar 23 (F): Civil Rights
Mar 26 (M): Civil Rights 

Mar 28 (W): The Social 1960s, Chapter 25 Quiz
Mar 30 (F): Vietnam; Nixon
Apr 2 (M): 1970s economics
Apr 4 (W): The Reagan Revolution, Chapter 26 Quiz
Apr 6 (F): Easter break, no class

Apr 9(M): Globalization
Apr 11 (W): Clinton
Apr 13 (F): Culture Wars II, Chapter 27 Quiz
Apr 16 (M): September 11 and the War on Terror
Apr 18 (W): No class --?
Apr 20 (F): No class--?
Apr 23 (M):Chapter 28 Quiz
Apr 25 (W): Subprime Mortgage Crisis
Final Exam: Tues May 1
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