HIS-215A: American History Since 1876

Professor J. Michael McElreath 

Spring 2010, MWF, 11-11:50am, Joyner 236

mcelreat@meredith.edu, 760-8825

Office: 218 Joyner, Hours: MW 12-1, TH 11-12, or by appointment

Catalogue Description: The development of modern America. Emphasis on expansion, industrialism, urbanization, race relations, and the growth of federal power.
Goals: The course is designed to teach selected aspects of the history of the United States since the Civil War & Reconstruction era. Our priority is to think critically about events, ideas, and causation. Readings and lectures will raise questions about the nature of American society. In particular, we will examine how the diverse peoples in the United States, “old stock” as well as new immigrants, forged a modern nation, full of competing interests. We will evaluate which of those interests triumphed in various eras. We will pay special attention to changing social, political, and economic ideas and practices. We will examine the concept of what it means to be an American. We will especially consider how the understanding of who is a “true American” has varied over time. 

Learning Outcomes:

At the conclusion of this course students will be able to

-understand the major themes in US history

-understand how historians have addressed these themes

-use primary and secondary sources effectively in historical analysis

-present analysis clearly in oral and written form 
U.S. Perspectives Courses 
1. Students will examine how diverse cultures have shaped significant ideas, ideals, and values of U.S. society. In this class, for instance, students will learn about the impact of the later Plains Indian Wars and the difficult survival of Palins Indian cultures; late-19th century European immigrants’ contributions of new political, cultural, ethnic, and religious perspectives; dicrimination against but also strategies for self-help and uplift utilized by African Americans, from the nadir in American race relations in the late 19th century through the triumphs of the Civil Rights Era and the complex present picture; Chinese and Japanese American immigration, discrimination against them, including the internment of Japanese Americans and their reactions during WWII; American women’s long-running efforts to achieve full equality with men, including the fights for suffrage and the Equal Rights Amendment, and women’s contributiuons to American families, wars, and the cultural and sexual revolution of the 1960s and after.
2. Students will analyze the complexities of U.S. cultural experience(s) through relevant disciplinary methods of interpretation. For ever example above, students will examine mutiple perspectives through the use of primary and secondary sources which will be discussed in class and then become topics available for two analytical papers.
3. Students will express their knowledge of an important U.S. cultural issue through written work, presentation, or artistic production. This course requires two papers and a final presentation on topics that require both analysis and synthesis of complex American perspectives.
Assignments & grading (10-point scale):

Class preparation (checked by quizzes on readings & lectures)

10%

Class participation (attendance, contributions to discussion)

20%

Midterm Exam

 





10%

Short analytical paper 






15%

Longer analytical research paper 




25%

Culminating Project






20%

Explanation:

Preparation for class (checked by quizzes): About a dozen times during the semester, class will begin with an unannounced, brief quiz on that day’s readings and/or recent lectures. You may use your notes to take this quiz. For every six quizzes, I will drop the lowest quiz grade.

Class participation: Attendance is expected and will count in calculating your grade. Please contact me to explain any absences. For each absence above one, unless there is some good reason why you could not attend, class participation part of grade will be reduced by a letter grade. Contributions to discussion will be judged on the basis of pertinence, perspicacity, and frequency (in this last category aim for the middle ground—contribute, but also listen). Guidelines for class discussion and facilitating are posted on Blackboard. Each student will be responsible to prepare discussion questions and lead our group in analyzing primary source documents at least twice during the semester. Each time you are assigned to lead us in this way, your ability to elicit a constructive and probing analysis will be graded. When it is your turn to facilitate discussion, post your questions on the Blackboard discussion page by 10pm the night before the class. In addition, all students will prepare written comments and discussion questions on three of our four longer texts. Guidelines for how to analyze sources are posted on Blackboard. 
Short analytical paper: In addition, you are responsible for writing a short paper (3-5 pp.) drawing on the primary sources in the Calloway text. Requirements on Blackboard. [Due February 1. Late papers penalized a letter grade per day.]
Longer analytical research paper: Each student will analyze in some depth a question suggested by the topics and sources we discuss in class. Choosing a topic is a crucial skill for historians, and honing it to the point where an answer is both worth pursuing and possible to find is very valuable. The final product here should be 7-10 pp. in length and draw on both primary and secondary sources in proposing an answer. We will work together to identify worthwhile questions and sources, but the analysis in the end will be your own. Requirements for this assignment are posted on Blackboard. You may choose to write your longer paper using sources from our class texts. [Due April 16. Late papers penalized a letter grade per day.]
Culminating Project: Rather than a traditional exam at the end of the course, students will present a project that explains the historical development of some current issue or problem in the United States. You will probably choose to work in a group. Your answer must provide sufficient historical evidence to support your claims, and it must address social, political, and/or economic changes over time. Requirements for this assignment are posted on Blackboard.
Statement of Honor: We, the Meredith Community, are committed to developing and affirming in each student a sense of personal honor and responsibility.  Uncompromising honesty and forthrightness are essential elements of this commitment.  The Honor System is a method by which individual honors are protected and maintained.  Any dishonorable action will be regarded as a violation of this commitment, and corrective action will be taken. Any student in violation of the Honor Code, to prevent jeopardizing the Honor System or weakening our system of self-government, has an obligation to report herself to the proper authorities. Any student aware of a violation of the Honor System by another student must call this matter to the attention of that student as a violation of responsibility to the community. In choosing Meredith College, students accept the Honor System as a way of life.  Meredith students are responsible for insuring that the Honor System is carried out at all times.

Students with Disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented disabilities.  In order to receive accommodations, students must go through the Counseling Center/Disability Services office. Disability Services is located in 106 Carroll Hall and can be reached at 760-8427 or disabilityservices@meredith.edu.For additional information see the website at http://www.meredith.edu/students/counsel/disability. 

Inclement Weather: Unless there is a college-wide cancellation of classes, this course will meet as scheduled.

Texts: 
Henretta, America: A Concise History, Volume II (Since 1865) (3rd ed.)
Calloway, Our Hearts Fell to the Ground
Polenberg, The Era of Franklin D. Roosevelt
Schulman, Lyndon B. Johnson and American Liberalism (2nd ed., 2007)
Bailey, Sex in the Heartland
Plus additional short readings made available through Blackboard or handed out in class.
Due Dates
Jan 13-15
Introductions, expectations, course overview

Henretta, ch. 16
 (Jan 15)
Jan 20-22-25
The American West & the Plains Indians, 1870s-1900 

Calloway, Our Hearts Fell to the Ground, pp. 1-53 (Jan 20)
Calloway, pp. 56-60, 84-91, 96-110, 121-123, 130-137, 144-148 (Jan 22)
Calloway, 150-207 (Jan 25)
Jan 27-29
Industrial & Urban Growth, 1870s-1900

Henretta, ch. 17 (Jan 27) & 18 (Jan 29)
Feb 1

Calloway Paper Due (Feb 1)

Feb 3-5
-8
Post-Reconstruction Politics: Populism & Progressivism, 1870s-1917
Henretta, ch. 19 (Feb 3) & 20 (Feb 5) 

BB External Links under “Wilmington 1898 Coup d’Etat” (Feb 8)
Feb 10-12-15
Overseas Empire, The Great War, & the Red Scare, 1898-1920

Henretta, ch. 21 (Feb 10) & 22 (Feb 12) 
BB External Links on Sacco & Vanzetti (Feb 15)

Feb 17-19
Roaring Twenties & Great Depression, 1920-1933



Henretta, ch. 23 (Feb 17) & 24 (Feb 19)

Feb 22-24-26
Franklin D. Roosevelt & the New Deal, 1933-1939

Henretta, ch. 25 (Feb 22)
Polenberg, The Era of Franklin D. Roosevelt, pp. 1-24, 39-183 (Feb 24-26)
Mar 1

Midterm Exam
Mar 3-5-8 
World War II & the Origins of the Cold War, 1939-1960



Henretta, ch. 26 (Mar 3) & 27 (Mar 5)

Polenberg, pp. 24-35, 184-227 (Mar 8)
Mar 10-12
Postwar American Culture, 1945-65



Henretta, ch. 28 (Mar 10)

BB Readings on Cuban Missile Crisis (Mar 12) 

SPRING BREAK

Mar 22-24
Bailey, Sex in the Heartland, pp. 1-104 (Mar 22-24)

Mar 26-29-31
Conflicts, Foreign & Domestic, 1961-1975



Henretta, ch. 29 (Mar 26); Schulman, Lyndon B. Johnson and American Liberalism, esp. 

pp. pp. 105-109, 129-131, 161-164, 181-279 (Mar 29-31)

[Mar 31: Suggested day to have culminating project group chosen]

EASTER BREAK
Apr 7-9

Lean Years, 1969-1980

Henretta, ch. 30 (Apr 7); Bailey, 105-218 (Apr 9)

[Apr 9: Suggested day to have culminating project sources identified]

Apr 12-14
Conservative Resurgence, 1980-1992



Henretta, pp. 946-967; BB readings
April 16
Longer Papers Due
Apr 19-21-23
American Politics & Fear in the 21st Century, 1993-2009
Henretta, pp. 954-981; BB Readings  
Apr 26

BB Reading TBA
[Apr 27: Last day to share rough draft of culminating presentation and get feedback]

Apr 28

Last class, evaluations, summations
Saturday May 1, 9am - Exam Period: Culminating Presentations (Joyner 236)
